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ARMED FORCES 


POLITICAL TRAINING IN CARPATHIAN MILITARY DISTRICT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 12-16 


[Article by Maj Gen V. Plekhanov, first deputy chief of the Political Direct- 
orate, Red Banner Carpathian Military District: “Inspiring Words on the 
Motherland's Successes" ] 


[Text] Our motherland is continually moving forward, on the road of communist 
construction. Each day we are witness to new accomplishments in the Soviet 
economy, science and culture. Every report of successful implementation of 
the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress is accepted with deep satisfaction by 
the Soviet people and their soldiers, eliciting within them a sense of pride 
for our socialist fatherland and a desire to fulfill their duty better and 
honorably greet the glorious jubilee--the 60th anniversary of the USSR. 


The political directorate, commanders, political organs and party organizations 
of the district troops are making a constant effort to publicize the successes 
of the country clearly, comprehensively and persuasively, to make soldiers 
deeply aware of the spirit of communist construction and of the heroism and 
selflessness of the Soviet people, and to describe the diverse activities of 
the Communist Party and its role of ieadership. Depending on the concrete 
conditions, they use the most diverse forms of work, ones which permit deep 

and comprehensive illumination of the most important events and achievements in 
communist construction. They include briefings, discussions, evening lectures, 
question-and-answer evenings, oral journals, meetings organized between 
soldiers and outstanding laborers, tours of enterprises by the personnel, and 
reports given by soldiers who had visited their homes on the short-term leave. 


The political directorate and political organs are devoting a great deal of 
attention primarily to efficiently informing the personnel about the most 


important events in domestic and international life. We are basing this 
effort on the directives of the 26th CPSU Congress concerned with the timeli- 


ness and efficiency of information, and on the CPSU Central Committee decree 
on further improvement of ideological work and political indoctrination. 

The district's executive staff is taking an active part in bringing party and 
government decisions to the awareness of the personnel. Thus soon after the 
May (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee complete! its work, reports 
and lectures were given on its documents in the units and subunits by the 








district's troop commander Colonel General V. Belikov, military council member 
and chief of the district's political directorate, Lieutenant Gereral V. Silakov, 


the district's first deputy troop commander and N. Abashin, other generals and 
many executives of local party and soviet organs. 


Propaganda of economic and sociopolitical achievements is planned efficiently in 
most political organs. The best commanders, political workers and propagan- 
dists, respected executives of local party and soviet organs, industrial 


laborers, scientists and veterans of war and labor are encouraged to parti- 
cipate in this work. 


A lecture group under the district's political directorate actively publicizes 
the successes of our country in communist construction. N. Grachev, V. Ustyugov, 
V. Rabchevskiy, A. Komarov, V. Dudnik, V. Zubarev and others regularly appear 
before the units and subunits with substantial lectures on the Soviet people's 
achievements in strengthening the motherland's economic and defensive power. 


As was stated at the Sixth All-Army Conference of Primary Party Organization 
Secretaries, life persistently requires army party organizations to competent- 
ly conduct comprhensible, well documented propaganda of the historical ad- 
vantages and accomplishments of real socialism. This is why the political 
directorate and the political sections are making an effort to see that the 
motherland's successes in the national economy are propagandized more actively 
by the primary party organizations, since they operate within the very thick 
of the servicemen and serve as the political nucleus of military collectives. 
Persuasive and clear demonstration, to the soldiers, of what they are defend- 
ing, of what they are protecting by their intense military labor occupies a 
prominent place in their work. 


A good example in this respect is the party organization of the motorized 

rifle regiment headed by Officer A. Pinskiy, a participant of the Sixth All- 
Army Conference of Primary Party Organization Secretaries. Propaganda of 

the country's achievements in fulfilling the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress 
assumed especially especially broad scope following the May CPSU Central 
Committee Plenum. Tremendous interest displayed by the soldiers in the USSR 
Food Program and their desire to acquaint themselves more deeply with the 
party's measures aimed at improving agriculture and raising the welfare of the 
people created an atmosphere of purposefulness and creativity in the officer 
Marxist-Leninist training groups, in warrant officer political training, in en- 
listed and NCO political training and in the system of party and economic ed- 
ucation. 


Immediately following the May Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, the party 
committee discussed what it had to do to publicize its decisions. Active 
propagandists analyzed the progress the party organization was making in 
satisfying the directives of the 26th CPSU Congress concerning improvement of 
indroctrination and attainment of close unity in organizational and ideologi- 
cal work, and they discussed the contribution that could and should be made 
by the unit's soldiers in fulfilling the decisions of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee Plenum. Proposals were suggested for ways to more clearly describe the 
labor successes of the Soviet people and the concern of the Communist Party 
and the Soviet government for strengthening the motherland's economic and 
defense of power. 














Communists A.Pinskiy, V. Poduzdikov, A. Garkusha, N. Sokolov, V. Kozak and 
others appear before the soldiers with substantial lectures and briefings 

on decisions of the CPSU Central Committee anc the USSR Food Program. Their 
regiment commander gave a lecture titled "The 26th CPSU Congress on Strengthen- 
ing the Material and Spiritual Foundations of the Socialist Way of Life." 

He deeply revealed the basic traits of the Soviet way of life, and he discussed 
the concern of the party and government for continual growth of the material 
welfare and cultural level of the laborers. Using concrete examples and 

facts, the officer demonstrated that under the guidance of the Communist 

Party the Soviet people are enthusiatically implementing the historic deci- 
sions of the 26th CPSU Congress. 





The party committee and party organizations are keeping careful records on 
not only who is providing lectures how often but also on how well the pro- 
pagandists prepare for the lectures and discussions and what sort of liter- 
ature they read in preparation--in a word, they keep track of what they give 
the people. 


The ability to achieve contact with the audience and to clearly describe the 
accomplishments of our motherland is learned by communists in seminars and 
in lessons on instructional methods. Discussion and review of lectures also 
se~ves as a good school for them. Members of the party committee help pro- 
pagandists to prepare well for each appearance before the personnel, they 
generalize and disseminate the experience of the best of them, and they 
nurture a sense of responsibility for the results of their labor. 


Being concerned with competent propaganda of the motherland's successes, the 
party committee constantly analyzes the effectiveness of this work and its 
influence upon the state of affairs in the subunits. Thus while analyzing 
political indoctrination in the party organization of the battalion commanded 
by Major V. Starodubtsev, the members of the party committee turned attention 
to the competent effort made to publicize the labor achievements of the 
Soviet people and the military successes of soldiers called upon to stand 

an alert watch over their creative labor. The voices of communists can 
also be heard in this battalion during every field exercise. From them, the 
soldiers learn about the events in domestic and international life and 

about the successes with which labor collectives are preparing for the 60th 
anniversary of the USSR. Having studied the work experience of this battalion's 
communists, the party committee brought it to the awareness of all party or- 
ganizations. 


With the support of the party committee and the party organizations, initia- 
tives in honor of the USSR's jubilee such as "From an Outstanding Company 
to a Company of Outstanding Soldiers," “Hitting the Target With the First 
Shot, With the First Round," “Outstanding Results for Each Training Day," 
"Raising the Subunit's Class Rating" and "Fulfilling Daytime Standards at 
Night" enjoyed widespreadintroduction in the regiment's subunits. 


The thoughtfull, purposeful work by the party committee and party organizations 


to propagandize the motherland's successes and the achievements of the sol- 
diers in military labor is having a favorable influence upon the state of 


affairs in the regiment. The personnel's indicators in combat training are 








Stable. This year the regiment initiated a socialist competition among the 
district's troops for an honorable welcome to the 60th anniversary of the 
USSR's formation under the slogan "Dependable protection for the peaceful 
labor of the Soviet people!" 


There are also numerous enthusiastic and competent propagandists of the 
motherland'’s successes and of the results of military labor in the other 
units as well. It will be along time, for example, before students of a 
political lessun group led by Senior LieutenantA. Abramenko will forget a 
seminar titled "The Communist Party--The Vanguard of the Soviet People." 
They will not forget it because it turned into a collective discussion of 
the soldiers on the warriers of Lenin's party, because it helped them feel 
the pulse of the country as it confidently strides along the routes of the 
five-year plan and to deeply understand that only a socialist structure and 
friendly and fraternal cooperation among the peoples of our country are in- 
suring free, comprehensive and dynamic development of the union republics. 
Statements were made in the seminar by Private A. Soroka, a former miner 

at a metalurgical pliant, by Private V. Ustyushin, who helped build the 
Kurskaya AES, and by Private A. Dokuchayev, who worked in a Belorussian 
combine prior to joining the army. 


The propagandists tied the impressive, useful discussion in with the tasks 
facing the subunit and with problems concerned with combat readiness and 
military proficiency. 


Evening discussions on specific subjects have enjoyed widespread acceptance 
in the troops. They are often conducted right within the subunits, where 
it is easier to take account of the spiritual needs and interests of the 
people. Thus an evening discussion titled "A Feeling for the Motherland-- 
In the Hearts of All" elicited interest in one of the companies of a cer- 
tain unit. Soldiers representing our motherland's 14 nationalities are 
serving in the regiment shoulder to shoulder. Participants of the evening 
discussion--Uzbek Captain G. Khan, Moldavian Private D. Kozhukhar', Kazakh 
Private S. Kuandykov, Tatar Private G.Gafidulin ad Tajik Private S, Makhkanov 
describedthe changes that have occurred in their hometowns and cities and 
the improvements in the lives of their follow countrymen, and they expressed 
their readiness to persistently multiply their military achievements. 


Such discussion evenings are also conducted in other units. Meetings with 
celebrities who travel from afar to visit the regiment in which their 

sons and grandsons serve also have great educational significance. It will 
be a long time, for example, before personnel in subunits of one of the 
units will forget meeting the father of Private M. Gasanov--Hero of Socialist 
Labor A. Gasanov, a prominent Caspian oilman; Hero of Socialist Labor 

A. Birov, a deputy of the Ukrainian SSR Supreme Soviet and chairman of the 
Order of the Red Labor Banner “Pogranichnik" Kolkhoz; and twice-awarded Hero 
of Socialist Labor Yu. Pitra, leader of a corn-growing brigade at the Trans- 
carpathian “Novaya Zhizn'" Kolkhoz. During their meetings with these 
people, the Guards soldiers not only learned many interesting things about 
the successes of oilmen, grain growers and corn farmers, but they also gained 
a deep sense of their responsibility for defending the motherland and the 
peaceful creative labor of the Soviet people. 











she district's institutions of cultural education are making a substantial 
contribution to publicizing the labor achievements of our people and gener- 
ating high patriotic feelings in the soldiers on this basis. They initiate 
and organize mass measures aimed at revealing the attributes of Soviet 
culture, which is socialist in content, diverse in national forms and inter- 
national in spirit and nature, and which has become a great force of ideo- 
logical and noral unity of the nations and nationalities of the Soviet Union 
and of the multinational military collectives. 


Thus the Officers Club headed by Major L. Dombik organized a number of meet- 
ings with celebrities--specialists in industry and agriculture and VUZ scien- 
tists. The Officers Club of the L'vov Military District initiated Science 
Day in the units and garrisons. Interesting reports were given to the 
soldiers by academicians Ya. Podstrigach and V. Panasyuk, rector of the 
L'vov State University, doctor of historical sciences, Prof V. Chugayev and 
others. 


Information provided by reference and information centers and visual agita- 
tion materials are being used increasingly more objectively and actively in 
political briefings. Displays titled "Chronicle of the llth Five-Year Plan” 
have been set up in many officers clubs. These displays provide a visual 
idea of the progress being made in implementing decisions of the 26th CPSU 
Congress. Displays titled "Daily News," "Times and Events," “The Land in 
Which You Serve" and “In Our Country" also illuminate the most important 
events in the country and abroad in most enlisted clubs and Lenin rooms. 


The publicity on the country's successes and on the achievements of the 
soldiers in military labor creates a favorable political and moral atmosphere 
in the military collectives, encourages the people to make a substantial 
contribution to raising combat readiness and nurtures a sense of personal 
responsibility for patriotic duty. 


It should be admitted that there are also many shortcomings in the multi- 
faceted work done by the district's political organs and party organizations 
to publicize the accomplishments of the Soviet people. Some political organs 
and party organizations are not displaying high exactingness towards pro- 
pagandists speaking on socioeconomic issues. As a result persuasive docu- 
mentation sometimes gives way to twaddle, and the discussion loses contact 
with real life. Owing to poor preparation, some propagandists evade so- 
called difficult questions, and their presentation of the material is dry, 
superficial and didactic. In some places the political organs and party 
organizations do little to encourage unit and formation executives to give 
speeches on the labor achievements of the Soviet people. We also encounter 
cases where political organs and party organizations do not make full use 

of the entire arsenal of the forms and methods of ideological influence in 
this important work. 


The district's political directorate is cognizant of these shortcomings, and 
it is taking steps to do away with them. Considering first of all that the 
effectiveness of propaganda and agitation depends in many ways on the pre- 
paredness of the propagandists, their erudition, the extent to which they are 








informed and their professional skill, the political Cirectorate is intensi- 
fying its attention to the training of these »ersonnel. During rallies con- 
ducted in the district for offical propagandists, we try to enrich them 
with ideological, theoretical and methodological knowledge of the most 
pressing problems of communist development, the foreign and domestic policy 
of the CPSU and the life and activities of the district's troops. We en- 
courage the district's executives, VUZ instructors and employees of local 
party and soviet oryans to give lectures. We conducted a scientific-practical 
conference on the subject "Raising the Effectiveness of Political, Military 
and Moral Indoctrination in Strengthening Military Discipline." It helped 
propagandists to gain an even deeper understanding of the requirements of the 
CPSU Central Committee, the USSR minister of defense and the chief of the 
Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy concerning discipline, 
and to determine their place in its further reinforcement. 


We also believe it our task to impart greater scope to propaganda and agita- 
tion, to conduct it better, more comprehensibly and more persuasively, and 

to leave a deep impression in the hearts and minds of the soldiers. After all, 
clear and substantial propa,anda and agitation, and visual and persuasive 
demonstration of the successes of the Soviet people in fulfilling the decisions 
of the 26th CPSU Congress and of the plenums of the CPSU Central Committee 

are making it possible for the soldiers to realize the advantages of the 

Soviet way of life, promoting growth in their ideological maturity and patri- 
otic indoctrination, instilling a love for the Soviet fatherland and develop- 
ing what Comrade L. I. Brezhnev refered to eloquently as a beautiful feeling-- 
a feeling for the motherland. 


One of our most important tasks, we believe, is to shape this great feeling, 
pride for the Soviet people led by the Comminist Party, conviction in the 
justice and invincibility of socialism, political alertness and a prepared- 
ness to defend the motherland more actively in the soldiers. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982. 
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ARMED FORCES 


OFFICER POLITICAL TRAINING: DEVELOPED SOCIALISM AND THE ARMY 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 17-24 


[Article by Captain 1st Rank A. Plekhov, candidate of philosophical sciences, 


docent, recommended for use in the study of the likewise-titled subject: 
"The Army in the Political System of Developed Socialism") 


[Text] The editor's office is beginning to publish articles 
and methodological recommendations for the training plan 
"Pressing Problems in Party Theory and Policy in Light of 
Decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress" in compliance with the 
program of Marxist-Leninist training for officers of the Soviet 
Army and Navy in the new training year. 


Other articles in the journal illuminating pressing issues 
of Soviet military development and reinforcement of the 
combat potential of the armed forces may be used by Marxist- 
Leninist training groups as a supplement to a number of 
study subjects. 


Material published in this issue of the journal as an aid 
to political lesson group leaders may be used in the study 
of the subject "The Indestructible Union of the Free Republics." 


At the eve of the glorious jubilee--the 60th anniversary of the USSR, we are 
becoming especially aware of the historical role played by the Soviet state 
in construction and defense of the new society. Both in the past and in 
our days, defense of the socialist fatherland is an objective necessity, 
because imperialism, the principal source of the threat of war, continues to 
exist. 


The USSR Constitution calls defense of the socialist fatherland the most 
important function of the state, declaring it to be a matter of all the 
people. The USSR Armed Forces were created and univeral compulsory mili- 
tary service was instituted with the purposes of protecting socialist accom- 
plishments and the peaceful labor of the Soviet people. The Communist Party, 
the Soviet state, large public organizations and the labor collectives--all 
elements of the political system of developed socialist society--are pro- 
moting all-out reinforcement of our motherland's defense capabilities and 
j.owth in the fighting power of its armed forces. 











Marxism-Leninism believes the army to be an element of the society's po- 
litical superstructure. Being an organ of the state, the army relies upon 
it for its material and moral power, and in turn it exists as an organ of 
its power and strength. "The army," Engels noted, “is an organized wnifi- 
cation of armed people maintained by the state for the purposes of offensive 
or defensive war" (Marks, K. and Engel's, F., “Soch." [Works], Vol 14, p 5). 
In any class society, the army is an organic attribute of the state, an 
implement of its policy. The army is characterized by special forms of or- 
ganization, special methods of recruiting and preparing personnel, by spe- 
cific serviceman training methods, by unique features in the mutual 
relationships between servicemen and by a unique way of life. 


Determination of the army's social nature, character and functions has spe- 
cial significance to clarifying the essence of the army as a sociopolitical 
institution. In turn, these attributes are determined by what forces had 
created the military organization and made it the implement of their policy, 
what interests of which classes (or of the whole population) the army is 
intended to defend, and upon what social foundations it is based. In other 
words the class essence of the military organization and the qualitative 
definition of its social nature and purpose are expressions of the historical 
type of army it is, one corresponding to a given socioeconomic formation. 
Several such types of armies have been known in history: slave, feudal, 
bourgeois and socialist. 


The principal trait of the armies of all exploiting states is their anti- 
social nature. An imperialist army, as an example, is the implement of 
monopolistic bourgeoisie, and it is intended not only to subjugate and plun- 
der other peoples but also to enslave and suppress the laboring masses within 
one's own country. Lenin referred to the permanent army maintained by the 
bourgeoisie as “an implement of reaction, a servant of capital in the struggle 
against labor, and the executioner of popular freedom" ("Poln. sobr. soch." 
[Complete Collected Works], Vol 12, p 113). 


The validity of Lenin's assessment is especially evident from the example of 
the U.S. Army. While in the last quarter of the 19th century the American 
army participated in the suppression of uprisings by popular masses inside 
the country about 350 times, in the quarter of a century following World 

War II it did so more than 700 times. In the 200 years of its existence, the 
NSA initiated more than 2°O predatory wars and interventions. 


The socialist army differs from all previous historical types of armies pri- 
marily in having a new social class nature. It arises as an implement of a 
state of proletarian dictatorship, as a military organization of laborers, 
an army of the friendship of peoples and proletarian internationalism. From 
the moment of its birth it also acquires a fundamentally different purpose-- 
that of being the bulwark of the power of the laborers, an entity serving to 
express their interests, and the defender of the accomplishments of the 
socialist revolution against internal and external class enemies. 


Vv. I. Lenin discovered and defined the fundamental laws governing develop- 
ment of the socialist army, and he developed and validated the principles 
of Soviet military development. A military organization of a new type was 
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formed and improved on their basis in our country and in other socialist 
states. These laws and principles are the product of the objective founda- 
tions of the new social structure. They include: new economic and pro- 
ductive relations excluding exploitation of one man by another; a government 
of the laborers under the guidance of the working class with a Marxist party 
at its head; a union of the working class on one hand and the peasantry and 
other strata of laborers on the other; friendship among peoples and prole- 
tarian internationalism. 





Among the laws and principles of socialist military development worked out 
by Lenin, the most important is the premise that the Marxist party plays a 
leading role in organizing the country's defenses, in protecting revolu- 
tionary accomplishments and in creating and using the armed forces. 


Being the highest form of sociopolitical organization, the CPSU coordinated 
the diverse activities of all units of the political system aimed at the 
development of communism and at maintainance of dependable defenses for the 
country. Only a party guiding itself by the sole correct scientific theory-- 
Marxism-Leninism--can handle such complex responsibilities. Relying upon 

that awareness of the laws of social development and on the achievements of 
Soviet military science, the CPSU is correctly solving the intricate complex 
of problems associated with the country's defense and the development of its 
military organization, and it is guiding the activities of the laborers asso- 
ciated with the fatherland's defense--an area in which omissions and mistakes 
are least of all tolerated. Another important advantage of socialist army 
is that leadership is exercised over military development namely by a Marxist- 
Leninist party. 

The whole complex of measures adopted and implemented by the party to improve 
the military organization are embodied in its military policy. This policy 

is the basic guideline for the activities of state and public organizations 

in the area of defense. The CPSU forms the USSR's military doctrine, develops 
and practically implements the principles of military development and deter- 
mines the nature of the ideological, political, moral and psychological 
training provided to armed forces personnel. It displays special concern for 
recruitment, training and indoctrination of the officer corps. Basing itself 
on Lenin's demands for unity in political and military leadership, for a 
scientific approach and competency in resolvi'ig the issues of military policy, 
the party tries to see that unity of theory and practice and close ties of 
commanders and political workers with the soldier masses would be insured in 
the acitivities of military personnel. 


The CPSU's leadership of the armed forces is an objective law in all stages 

of the development of the socialist military organization, and it is the 

main and decisive source of the Soviet state's high defense capability. Today, 
now that American imperialism and its partners in NATO are striving to wreck 
the evolved military-strategic balance between the two social systems by in- 
tensifying the arms race, and to achieve military superiority over the USSR 
and the Warsaw Pact, the CPSU's responsibility for organizing the defense of 
the Soviet Union and our friends and allies is especially rising, and its role 
in leading military development is growing. 


11 











There are also a number of other important factors requiring increasingly 
more qualified party leadership of military contruction, of the develop- 

ment of the Soviet Armed Forces. They include: expansion of the internation- 
al framework of socialism's defense in connection with its transformation 
into a worldwide system; development of the military-technical revolution, 

and appearance of mass destruction resources in the NATO armed forces which 
have altered the nature of modern warfare and the means of its conduct; growth 
in the role of the popular masses in solving the problems of war and peace; 
the need for developing military science in the interests of finding the 

wost effective forms and means of socialism's armed defense; the importance 
of high ideological, political, moral and psychological training of armed 
forces personnel and of the entire population. 


A society of mature socialism is typified by deeper and broader relationships 
between the armed forces and all elements of the Soviet political system. 
Under these conditions the party, being the nucleus of the political system, 
coordinates and directs the influence exerted by the soviets, trade unions, 
the Komsomol, labor collectives, DOSAAF and other public organizations upon 
the development of the army and navy, and it concerns itself with unifying 
Society further, with raising the political awareness of the masses for the 
purposes of reinforcing the country's defenses and with improving military- 
patriotic indoctrination of laborers and soldiers. Together with fraternal 
parties, the CPSU is persistently developing comprehensive cooperation among 
socialist countries and combat unity of their armies. All of this is pro- 
moting reinforcement of the unity of the Soviet people and their armed 
forces, amplification of the whole peoples nature of the army in developed 
socialist society and successful improvement of the defense capabilities of 
our state and of the socialist fraternity as a whole. 


Lenin and the CPSU worked out the theoretical grounds and practically im- 
plemente:-d the class principle of developing the Armed Forces of the Soviet 
Union. The new army was created in the time of a savage class struggle as 
an implement of proletarian dictatorship intended to suppress the resis- 
tance of overthrown exploiting classes and to repel imperialist invasion. 
The honorable right to defend the revolution with arms in hand was granted 
only to laborers. 


It was only following the victory of socialism, after there were no longer 
any exploiting classes and after new, harmonious relationships were esta- 
blished between the working class, the peasantry and the intelligentsia, 

and between the nations and nationalities of our country through joint labor, 
in the struggle for the new society and in battles with the aggressors, that 
these restrictions were repealed. The class and social unity of the people 
and army that came into being at this time was reflected in the 1936 USSR 
Constitution and in the 1939 Law on Universal Compulsory Military Service. 
This unity was the most important basis for the inviolable defense capabili- 
ties of the Soviet state, and a source of the victories of our armed forces 
in the Great Patriotic War. 


The class essence and the basic content of socialism's defense predetermined 
the inseparable unity of the national and international traits of the Armed 
Forces of the Soviet Union. The Soviet military organization is unique in 


12 











that it arose, underwent improvement and is presently developing in the 
conditions of a multinational state. 


Examining the objective circumstances behind the USSR‘s formation, V.I.Lenin atached 
special significance to causes having to do with defense (see “Poln. sobr. 

soch.," Vol 40, pp 46, 98-99). Basing itself on the class approach, the 

CPSU correctly solved the problem of the relationship between that which is 
international and that which is national in military development. The Red 

Army's backbone consisted of mixed (multinational) units and formations. 

At the same time, in the 1920s-1930s and in the Great Patriotic War, national 
formations were created as well, making it easier to encourage al] nations 

and nationalities of the country to participate in military affairs and in 

the defense of the social; 3t fatherland. 


Before we can establish the place and role of the army in the political 
system of socialism, we would need to compare it with the other forms of 
military organization--state and social, the existence of which is predeter- 
mined by the demands of the population's military training and the conduct 
of armed conflict. 


V. I. Lenin was the first among the Marxists to fully validate creation of a 
regular mass workers-peasants army, and the party was the first to do so 
under his guidance. Its necessity stems not from the nature of socialism as 
a social structure but from the laws of class struggle, from the threat of 
military attack by imperialism. Lenin felt it impermissible and lethal to 
wage a war against the regular army of an enemy without possessing a regular 
army, one that is well outfitted and trained. A regular army tuned in to 
changing circumstances and demands of war can make the most effective use of 
combat equipment and weapons, and of new forms and methods of fighting a 
war in defense of the socialist fatherland. 


A regular army does in fact have undebatable advantages over a military or- 
ganization based on a reserve force. In it, the level of operational-tactical 
training afforded to the troops, of the personnel's assimilation of complex 
modern military equipment and of the maintenance of constant combat readiness 
is much higher. When a direct threat exists or when the enemy makes a sur- 
prise military invasion, regular troops are capable of adequately repelling 

the agressor even without preliminary mobilization, using the available 

forces and resources. This is why regular armed forces are now the founda- 
tion of the military organization of the USSR and other countries of the 
socialist fraternity. 


Were we to trace the development of the Soviet military organization, we 

would find that some of its forms came into being owing to unique historical 
conditions. For example the Red Guard and special-purpose units disappeared 
altogether after the missions for which they were created were ompleted. Other 
forms of military organization arose and developed only in response to major 
turns in events (the peoples militia and the tank destroyer detachments of the 
initial period of the Great Patriotic War). As far as partisan forces are 
concerned, they operated actively both during the civil war and foreign 
military intervention, and during the time of the Great Patriotic War, though 
on a new qualitative basis in the latter case. The same can also be said for 
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the system of universal military training, through which reserves for the 
standing army were prepared during these periods. 


Certain forms of our society's military organization, having traveled a long 
historic road and having absorbed all valuable lessons, have significantly 
changed and expanded their functions. Thus the local air defense system 
created in 1932 developed into the USSR civil defense system, together with 
its broad powers. Public defense organizations such as the Society for 
Assistance to the Defense, Aviation and Chemical Construction of the USSR 
transformed into the modern All-Union Voluntary Society for Assistance to the 
Army, Air Force and Navy of the USSR (USSR DOSAAF), the objective of which 

is to actively promote reinforcement of the country's defense capabilities 
and preparation of laborers for defense of the socialist fatherland. 


It should be emphasized that the USSR Armed Forces, which include the Soviet 
Army and Navy and the internal and border troops, represent the basis of the 
military organization of the Soviet state as well as of the military system 
of all socialist society. The role they play in defense of the Soviet 
Union's state interests is continually growing in the modern dynamic and 
complex era. At the same time it would also be important to turn attention 
to those aspects of the Soviet military organization's development which 

are associated with construction of mature socialist society in the USSR and 
which reflect changes in its nature, forms and functions. 


Mature socialism is the highest stage of Soviet society's development. Now 
that socialism is developing on its own foundation, the creative forces of 
the new structure and the advantages of the socialist way of life are re- 
vealing themselves with increasing fullness, and the laborers are enjoying 
the broader benefits of the fruits of great revolutionary accomplishments. 


During the years of socialist construction in our country, exploiting classes 
and social and national antagonisms were eliminated, fundamental differences 
between the laboring classes and the contrasts between the city and the 
countryside and between mental and physical labor were surmounted, and other 
major social transformations were effected. Scientific Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy has achieved undivided domination in the society. A historic- 
ally new social and international community of people has come into being-- 
the Soviet people. The complete and final victory of socialism and attain- 


ment of its mature forms made it possible to transform the state of proletarian 


dictatorship into a whole peoples socialist state, and correspondingly to 
transform the system of proletarian dictatorship into society's whole peoples 
political system. 


The political system unites the entire people, and it directs and coordinates 
their efforts in behalf of the development of communism, for the purposes 

of insuring dependable defense of the socialist fatherland. All of the 
activities of the elements making it up are aimed at improving society's 
material-technical base, socialist social relations and socialist democracy, 


and strengthening the sociopolitical and ideological unity of the Soviet people 


and at instilling communist ideology, Soviet patriotism and socialist inter- 
nationalism in the awareness of the broad masses. 
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the multifaceted activity of the political system and of its structural 
elements is also deeply reflected in our armed forces. Political organs 
and party and Komsomol organizations have been created in them, and they 
are working actively. Together with commanders, these organizations are 
firmly and consistently implementing party policy and nurturing soldier- 
patriots and internationalists. The armed forces also contain trade union, 
military-scientific, military-tecnnical, athletic, creative and other 


organizations, the activities of which are inseparable from the country's 
social and political life. 


The defense of the socialist fatherland is thoroughly validated in our 
constitution as an objective necessity, as a matter of the whole people. 
"Our armed forces," noted Marshai of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov, USSR 
minister of defense, “are always surrounded by the concern and attention of 
the multinational Soviet people. They gain their power from the support of 
all the people. Throughtheir inspired labor in all arezs of communist con- 
struction, the workers, kolkhoz farmers and intelligentsia are strengthening 
the economic foundation of the country's defense capabilities, and creating 
and multiplying the material, sociopolitical and spiritual prerequisit:'s of 
continual improvement of the combat readiness of the armed forces. The 
collectives of enterprises, institutions, kolkhozes, sovkhozes and education- 
al institutions, and every Soviet family are taking an active part in 
raising a worthy complement for the army and navy." 


The Soviet people are also making a decisive contribution to the whole peoples 
cause of socialism's defense in that they are fulfilling their military ob- 
ligation in the armed forces and directly helping to support their high 

and constant combat readiness. Our constitution establishes that every 
citizen of the USSR is obligated to protect the interests of the Soviet 
State and to promote reinforcement of its power and authority. Defense of 

the socialist fathesland is the sacred duty of every Soviet citizen. And 
every Soviet citizen fulfills this high constitutional obligation as an 
internal need, one born of a love for the socialist motherland, 


The whole peoples nature of the Soviet military organization is also char- 
acterized by the fact that all male civilians are called up for military 
service on an equal basis, irrespective of nationality, social origin and 
position. Thus the social base of recruitment for the armed forces has 
broadened. Changes occurring in the structure of society in the conditions 
of developed socialism--growth in the size of the working class, enlargement 
of the proportion of machine operators among kolkhoz farmers and sovkhoz 
laborers, and other processes--are reflecting directly upon the composition 
of the armed forces. Today more than half of the soldiers are representa- 
tives of the working class. Among the conscripts of recent years, almost 
all have an incomplete secondary, a secondary and a higher education. 


Improvements in national relations are promoting a deepening of the whole 
peoples nature of the Soviet Armed Forces in the stage of developed socialism. 
The sons of all fraternal peoples of our country are serving in the military 
shoulder to shoulder. They are being indoctrinated in the spirit of friend- 
ship between nations and nationalities, and in the spirit of proletarian and 
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socialist internationalism, of which the army and navy of the Soviet Union 
are a living example. Joint military labor brings soldiers of different 
nationalities closer together, making them the bearers and continuers of the 
glorious combat traditions of the armed forces. 


The growing unity of the army and the people is characterized by expansion 
of the diverse ties between soldiers and laborers. This is manifested in 
the coordinated ideological indoctrination and organizational work of local 
soviets and of party and Komsomol organizations interacting closely with 

the political organs of the army and navy and with army party and Komsomol 
organizations in their joint measures of military-patriotic indoctrination 
of the laborers, and in reinforcement of the ties of sponsorship existing 
between military collectives on one hand and the collectives of enterprises, 
institutions, kolkhozes and sovkhozes on the other. 


Direct participation of servicemen in the political, social and economic 
activities of the people is also acquiring increasingly more diverse forms. 
Thousands of soldiers have been elected deputies to soviets--real peoples 
Organs of state power, and they have been elected to executive party organs. 
They are consciously and resourcefully fulfilling their responsibilities. 
Representatives of the armed forces are doing a great deal of work in social 
Organizations and in creative unions. Military builders are erecting many 
residential buildings and buildings intended for social and cultural pur- 
poses. Soldiers of the railroad troops are working hard on the eastern 
section of the Baykal-Amu Rail Trunkline, and they are participating in the 
erection of railroads in other regions. People wearing shoulderboards are 
helping agricultural laborers to gather the harvests, and together with 

the workers of military sovkhozes they are making a contribution to the 
USSR Food Program, which was approved by the May (1982) CPSU Central Committee 
Plenum. 


Maneuvers and exercises conducted in the army and navy are a clear demonstra- 
tion of the close unity of the people and army. As an example, exercise 
"Zapad-81" was rich with numerous manifestations of the love and respect of 
the Soviet people for their armed defenders. Wherever the troops and naval 
forces operated, the population greeted them with great hospitality and 
warmth, showering them with concern and attention. All of this is strength- 
ening the social base of the country's defense and promoting continual 
improvement of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


As we know, the necessity for the existence of the USSR Armed Forces is ex- 
clusively the product of external conditions today. The socialist army's 
sole function--an external function--has a class nature, and at the same time 
it possesses a truly peoples nature. Directed at insuring dependable pro- 
tection of the revolutionary accomplishments of the laborers, this function 
is being filled with new, broader, content. 


Jcitining the historical purpose of the armed forces of the Soviet state, the 
party bases itself on V. I. Lenin's directive that they must "protect the 
achievements of the revolution and our popular rule..." ("Poln. sobr. soch.," 
Vol 35, p 216). The purpose of the USSR Armed Forces today is to stand guard 
over the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and serve as the bulwark 
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of universal peace. No bourgeois army has ever and can ever perform 

such a noble and humane mission in view of its social nature. This mis- 
sion is inherent only to a socialist army. In it, as in a mirror, the re- 
volutionary -progressive and humanitarian essence of socialism is re- 
flected. All wars which the army and navy of the Soviet Union have 
had to fight were forced upon them by aggressive forces hostile to social- 
ism, and there were exclusively just wars of liberation. In the counte- 
nace of the Soviet Armed Forces , mankind saw for the first time a mili- 
tary organization which appears as the bulwark of universal peace and 

the friendship of peoples. 


Today, in a time when a world socialist system has come into being and 

is undergoing development, defensive cooperation among fraternal socialist 
countries and interaction of their military organizations are acquiring an 
important role. The objective necessity for such cooperation, for coordi- 
nation of the activities of socialist countries in the military area is 
dictated by the aspiration of the most aggressive forces of imperialism 

to resolve the basic contradiction of the era in their own favor through 

the force of arms. The aggressors can be neutralized, they can be prevented 
from unleashing a new war and their plan could be foiled only through the 
united efforts of all progressive forces, and primarily of the socialist 
states. Joint armed defense of socialism is the most important international 
obligation of every socialist country. It is precisely for these purposes 
that the defensive union of socialist states--the Warsaw Pact--and its 
military organization were created through joint effort. 


The interaction of the fraternal armies is diverse in nature. They provide 
each other assistance in supplying military equipment to the subunits and 
units, they exchange their experience in organizing combat training and 
indoctrinating the personnel in the spirit of socialist inter:ationalism 
and patriotism, and they participate in joint excercises and maneuvers. 
Reinforcement and development of the international combat union of the 
socialist armies is a law of development of this new type of military 
organization. 


The indestructible power of the Soviet Armed Forces, which were created 
owing to the defensive activities of all elements of the political system 
of developed socialism, owing to the untiring concern of the CPSU and owing 
to the selfless labor of the Soviet people, has enormous significance to 
the fate of our motherland, of the world socialist fraternity and of all 
revolutionary forces of today. 


The USSR Armed Forces are alertly protecting the peaceful labor of our 
people in their efforts to build communism, and the interests of the en- 
tire world socialist system. Together with the armies of the Warsaw Pact 
countries, they are ready to repel any aggression, no matter what its 
origin. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982, 
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ARMED FORCES 


INDOCTRINATION ON IMPROVING MILITARY COLLECTIVE 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 36-40 


{Article by Capt lst Rank P.Gorodov, candidate of pedagogical sciences, 
recommended for use in the commander training system: in preparation for a 
Seminar on the topic "Principles of Pedagogical Psychology and Formation of 

a Healthy Moral Climate and Proper Mutual Relationships in Military Collectives”": 
"The Military Collective: Climate, Mutual Relationships"] 


[Text] In addition to analyzing the purposeful practical activity of commanders, 
political workers and party and Komsomol organizations, the concluding seminar 
in the commander training system, which is devot :d to formation of a healthy 
moral climate and proper mutual relationships in military collectives, con- 
cerns itself with carefully examining the theoretical aspects of the topic. 

By clarifying these aspects, military personnel could determine more clearly 
and consider, in their practical work, the psychosocial phenomenon inherent 

to the group activity of people, and utilize the most sensible procedures 

and resources of unifying the personnel of units, ships and subunits and of 
creating conditions promoting successful completion of combat and political 
training missions. These aspects are as follows: 


1. Psychological characteristics of the military collective. 
2. Development of a healthy moral climate in the military collective. 


3. Mutual relationships in the military collective, and their formation on 
the basis of military regulations. 


And so, let us begin with the military collective. What are its psychological 
characteristics? Before this question can be answered, we would need to 
examine the essence, nature and character of the socialist collective and 

its psychology from the positions of Marxist-Leninist theory. 


The classicists of Marxism-Leninism persuasively demonstrated that formation 
of the personality depends on the nature of the society itself. The most 
important factor to be considered here is the material living conditions of 
the people, and mainly the productive forces and the productive relationships. 
“...consciously or unconsciously," wrote Engels, “in the final analysis people 








learn their moral values from the practical relationships at the basis of 
their class position--that is, from economic relationships...." (Engels, F., 
“Anti-Dyuring" [Anti-Duhring], Moscow, Politizdat , 1973, p 91). 


As productive relationships change, so change the moral viewpoints of people, 
their morality, customs, principles and rules of behavior. This is well 
confirmed by the more than 6 decades of our state's history. In the years 
of socialist development a new historical community of people arose in our 
country--the Soviet people. New, harmonious relationships between classes 
and social groups and between nations and nationalities--relationships of 
friendship and cooperation --came into being through joint labor, through 
the struggle for socialism and in the battles in its defense. Our people 
are welded together by a common Marxist-Leninist ideology and by the high 
goals of building a communist society. This monolithic unity of the 
multinational Soviet people is demonstrated in their labor and in their 
unanimous approval of the Communist Party's policy. 


The opposite picture can be seen in capitalist society, which is based on 
private ownership and inhuman competition. Real unity and coliectivism do 
not and cannot exist in a society divided into antagonistic classes. 


The principles of collectivism inherent to all socialist society are speci- 
fically refracted in different communities of Soviet people--classes, nations 
and nationalities, public organizations and productive and professional 
associations of people. They are manifested most fully in groups of people 
who associate together daily in their activity and who keep in corstant 
contact and communication with one another--that is, in collectives. In 
Soviet military psychology, the collective is commonly defined as a group 
of servicemen, making up a subunit as a rule, among which strong working 
and personal ties have evolved on the basis of communist ideology and moral- 
ity and joint life and service. These ties unite them into a single social 
organism that effectively performs its military functions anc insures con- 
ditions necessary fcr the personality's comprehensive development. 


Several stages can be distinguished in the development of a military collec- 
tive. The initial one coincides in time with the subunit's formation. It 
is unique in that the soldiers are not well acquainted with one another’, and 
they have not yet established close ties and mutual relationships. But on 
the other hand they all already exhibit certain traits of collectivism which 


had taken shape prior to joining the army. These traits make it possible to 
unify the personnel more quickly and to create highly mature relationships 


within the collective. 


A. S. Makarenko, a prominent Soviet educator, distinguished several stages in 
the development of a collective: 


l. The stage in which the leaders of the collective impose requirements upon 
the people in their role as official representatives of society. 


2. The stage in which these requirements gain the support of the active 
members of the collective. 
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3. The stage in which the requirements of the active members become the 
unanimous Opinion of all, such that the collective is able to impose them 
upon each person individually. 


4. The stage in which, under the influence of the requirements of the 
collective, the individual begins to impose social requirements upon himself. 


Experience shows that these premises can be used to a certain extent to eval- 
uate the level of development of a military collective. All of these re- 
quirements manifest themselves in every formed collective. The signs of a 
collective’s maturity include the community of interests that has evolved 
among the soldiers, the level of their discipline, the closeness of their 
interaction, their unity and their goodwill. Ties uniting people with dif- 
ferent personalities are most clearly evident in the best units and subunits 
that achieve high training indicators. To illustrate this persuasively with 
concrete examples would mean to demonstrate that the most typical trait of 
such military collectives is the political and moral unity of its members, 
which is based on common convictions, philosophy, moral principles and aware- 
ness of duty and personal responsibility for the motherland's defense. The 
system of spiritual values that has evolved in such collectives unites the 
personnel and directs their energy into their tasks, and it stimulates the 
corresponding manifestations of public opinion, interests and traditions. 


Discussion of the second aspect of the military collective presupposes, first 
of all, defining exactly what the moral climate of a military collective 
is. 


This is a collective concept characterizing the situation within a particular 
Subunit as a whole. It could be defined as a certain level of development 

of psychosocial phenomena: mutual relationships, public opinion, interests, 
traditions, life style--that is, a level insuring the most favorable condi- 
tions for the vital activities of the personnel and for each soldier's sat- 
isfaction in the overall state of affairs and in his own position. A good, 
stable structure and high psychological compatibility are prerequisites of 

a favorable climate in the collective. These factors evoke satisfaction 
among the collective's members and make them proud to be members of it. These 
factors encourage them to make a maximum contribution to the results of over- 
all activity. 


In this connection it would be important to concentrate the attention of the 
students taking this lesson on revealing the role of collective public 
opinion--the sum total of value judgements expressing the attitude of the 
collective or the majority of its members toward various events, phenomena, 
acts of the soldiers and so on. Emphasizing its role, Lenin said that pub- 
lic opinion propagandizes the best experience and nurtures the masses "with 
living, concrete examples and models taken from all areas of life" ("Poln. 
sobr. soch." [Complete Collected Works], Vol 37, p 91) and that it “brings 
to public trial the careless, outdated and incompetent workers of the given 
enterprise, or institution, or sector of the economy and so on” ("Poln. sobr. 
soch.," Vol 44, p 112). 
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ine following points must be kept in mind in regard to formation of public 
opinion. The first is that it evolves gradually, on the basis of the 
personal judgements of each soldier concerning a given event or ‘enomenon. 
It must always be coiisidered that at this stage, certain soldiers or groups 
of soldiers may possess opinions that are wrong, ones which do no agree with 
those of the majority of their fellow servicemen. This obligates commanders, 
political workers and active party and <omsomol members to conduct their 
indoctrination-work in such a way that every person would remain in their 
field of vision and not yo without positive influence. 


As experience shows, meetings between the command and the personnel on 
unified political days, during question-and-answer evenings, at general, 
party and Komsomol meetings and in other public political functions are 
effective forms and resources of shaping collective opinion. In the psycho- 
logical aspect , every such appearance by an official is a contribution to 
collective discussion of pressing problems and to searching for the ways 

of solving them. Inasmuch as this point has fundamental significance to 
formation of public opinion, in the seminar it would be suitable to examine 
the practice and experience of speeches given by subunit commanders to the 
personnel on the main issues of their life and activity more thoroughly. 


The active members of the subunit , party organization or party group play an 
important role inshaping public opinion. In his report to the Sixth All-Arny 
Conference of Primary Party Organization Secretaries, USSR minister of de- 
fense Marshal D. F. Ustinov said: “The moral climate in the collective and 
the orientation and effectiveness of public opinion depend on the aggres- 
Siveness, activity and efficiency of party organizations. The collective," 
he emphasized, “consists of people with different characters, tastes, habits, 
interests, demands and needs. To make them represent not simply a certain 
arithmetic sum of servicemen, but a truly unified, friendly, coordinated 
family living with a burning desire to honorably fulfill its duty to the 
motherland--this is the most important mission of all army and navy party 
organizations!" 


A significant role is played by the most active members of the subunits, who 
are called upon to be the bearers and propagandists of public opinion. In 
this connection it would be very important to select, brief and train them 

to work with different categories of personnel. During the lesson, special 
emphasis should be laid on the idea that every commander must try to achieve 
full mutual understanding with the active members, and mainly on the funda- 
mental, most important issues of life, since this would insure the most 
successful implementation of his requirements and instructions. 


As we know, collective moods, which express the general emotional experiences 
of soldiers connected with some event or fact, are a very mobile and dyna- 
mic element of the psychology of the military collective. We are ell aware 
of cases from practical experience in which something inspires all the per- 
sonnel, and an atmosphere cf optimism, happiness and satisfaction reigns in 
the collective. And on the other hand when something negative happens, the 
collective becomes depressed, and even perplexed. Every commander, political 
worker, and party and Komsomol active member must have an inherent desire to 
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maintain a spirit of optimism and efficiency. Nervousness and roughness 

in the work of indoctrinators, a prejudicial attitude toward shortcomings, 
a disparraging attitude toward conflictsand soonhave a negative influence 
on mood. In other words there must be an atmosphere of high mutual ex- 
actingness and concurrently of cheerfulness and a respectful attitude to- 
ward the individual in the collective. The collective is the home of every 
soldier. 


Examining the second aspect, adequate attention must also be devoted to 
traditions which, as A. S. Makarenko said so eloquently, are the social glue 
which binds the collective into a single whole and at the same time imparts 
uniqueness and unrepeatability to it. It is recommended that the seminar 
leader dwell in greater detail on the traditions of the collective having 
an effect on the daily life of the personnel. The most typical of them are 
ones such as the traditionally exemplary fulfillment of official duties by 
the soldiers, faultless discipline, interchangeability of crewmembers, well 
established rituals such as honoring the winners of the socialist competi- 
tion, deeply ingrained respect for novice privates and seamen and others. 
These traditions are stable, and they develop relatively independently of 
changes in personnel, though of course on the condition that the greatest 
care is taken to support and develop then. 


Examining the third aspect of the military collective, it would be important 
to concentrate attention on revealing the essence of mutual relationships 
between soldiers and on the basic directions of their formation and development. 


Military labor is collective labor. Unity of goals, solidarity, humanitar- 
.anism, cooperation, friendship, comradeship and many other attributes of the 
Soviet way of life are characteristic of military collectives. At the same 
time the nutual relationships that evolve in the military environment do 
have their unique features. The main one is that all of the activities of 
military servicemen are strictly regulated by the manuals. Proper mutual 
relationships based on the principles and norms of socialist morality are a 
law of military life, one which is reinforced and confirmed through the 
purposeful work of the commander, political worker and the party and Komsomol 
organizations. Ac important role isplayed in this effort by improvements in the 
structure of the collective, by improvements in job placement, and by con- 
trol over the working contacts between soldiers in such a way that the ties 
of comradeship would grew strong, conflicts would be excluded and tlhe per- 
sonal capabilities and possibilities of each would serve the interests of 
the collective with the greatest benefit. If a commander wishes to guide 
mutual relationships competently, he must decisively curtail all possible 
attempts by certain servicemen to claim an exceptional position among their 
fellow servicemen, and he must do everything he can to promote the fastest 
possible development of young privates and seamen. 


The authority of indoctrinators is given a special place in the system of 
“commander-subordinate" relationships as a decisive factor of the personnel’‘s 
unification. Analyzing the significance of such authority to the formation 
of correct mutual relationships, special emphasis should be laid on two of 
its aspects--objective and subjective, the authority of position and moral 
authority. 
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the authority of the Soviet officer rests on a sound sociopolitical 
foundation. An officer is an official representative of the party and 
people, who endow him with great rights and high responsibility. He is 
granted the right to lead subordinates, to train and indoctrinate them and 
to lead them in battle. This is the essence of authority of position. But 
at the same time authority also depends on the officer's personal attitude 
towards service. on the way he works with people, on the example he cre- 
ates, on his job knowledge and so on. This is the moral authority of the 
officer. M. I. Kalinin said: "The Komsomol officer must be respected not 
only as a lieutenant or captain but also as an expert in his work, as a 
sensible person, as a political leader. In ether words he must win author- 
ity, and he must win it primarily through his knowledge and experience" 

("O kommunisticheskom vospitanii i voinskom dolge”" [Communist Indoctrina- 
tion and Military Duty], Voyenizdat, 1967, p 625). | 


Being in harmonious unity, and supplementing one another, authority of 
position and moral authority have a great educational impact. Experience 
persuasively confirms that executives who competently rely not only on their 
rights and the powers granted to them but also establish close ties with 
people and show concern for them in their work with subordinates achieve 

the greatest successes. And on the other hand when the work style of an 
officer is dominated by a purely administrative approach, and sometimes 

even by tongue-lashing and roughness, one cannot expect success in the deli- 
cate job of shaping proper mutual relationships. In such cases the style of 
the senior officer is transmitted to other officers, and from them to 
warrant officers, NCOs and petty officers, which in the end has an unfavor- 
able effect upon the mutual relationships between the privates and seamen. 
Attention should also be turned to the fact that not only the commander but 
also every other indoctrinator, every party and Komsomol active member and 
every party and Komsomol member must have this authority. 


Much positive experience has been accumulated in the units and aboard the 
ships in forming proper mutual relationships between soldiers. It would be 
Suitable to focus attention during the seminar on instructive cases of or- 
ganizational activity, and to discuss the possibility of improving such ac- 
tivity and preventing certain shortcomings and mistakes. 


Some young officers complain that they put a great amount of effort into 
explaining all of this to their subordinates, but that sometimes the desired 
effect is not achieved. In this connection, when discussing the question 
of shaping proper mutual relationships, the executive should be reminded of 

a number of prerequisites which, if left unsatisfied, would make attainment 
of the goal practically impossible. The first guarantee of success is the 
executive's avid interest in solving the problem at all costs. Second, his 
explanatory work must be supplemented by organizational effort. In this 
connection attention should be focused on the fullest possible examination of 
the basic directions of organizational activity, and primarily ones associated 
with raising the authority of indoctrinators and insuring that they serve 

aS a personal example; improving political indoctrination; disciplinary prac- 
tice, establishing order in each subunit, and creating relationships between 
servicemen which would correspond fully with the requirements of the manuals. 
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It is very important to concentrate the attention of the lesson partici- 
pants on improving political indoctrination efforts aimed at unifying 
military collectives and forming proper mutual relationships in light of 
the requirements of the 26th CPSU Congress and the CPSU Central Committee 
decree “On Further Improvement of Ideological Work and Political Indoctri- 
nation," as well as the directives of the USSR minister of defense and the 
chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy. In 
particular, analyzing the role of political training and socialist compe- 
tition in unifying the military collectives, of keeping the subunits in- 
formed, of doing individual work with the personnel, of disciplinary 
practice and of other aspects of indoctrination associated with formation of 
the moral climate and proper mutual relationships is recommended. With these 
aims in mind, a lesson leader preparing for this lesson must make use of 
monographs and pamphlets published by the Military Publishing House, as well 
as the best experience of purposeful training and indoctrination accunu- 
lated in the units and aboard the ships. 


Not less than 30 minutes should be devoted to summarizing the seminar. The 
leader should provide a general evaluation to the lesson and to the presen- 
tation of each student, and he should supplement the discussion of those 
issues which have not been analyzed as necessary. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982, 


11004 
CSO: 1801/334 
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ARMED FORCES 


OUTLINE FOR INDOCTRINATION ON MILITARY REGULATIONS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 56-61 


{[Article: "Regulations of the USSR Armed Forces--The Code of the Laws of 
Military Service"] 


[Text] The objective of the lessonsm thissubject is to help soldiers starting 
out in service to gain a deep understanding of the essence and significance 
of USSR Armed Forces regulations to the life and activity of army and navy 
personnel and the requirements they impose on privates and seamen, and to 
mobilize the students to comply strictly with the regulations and to main- 
tain firm discipline, order and organization in the subunit, unit and ship. 
Two hours are devoted to its study. It will be suitable to conduct the 
lesson by the method of narration and lively extended discussion. 


Illumination of the following issues is recommended during the material's 
presentation: 1. The role and significance of Soviet Armed Forces regula- 
tions to the life, training and service of soldiers. 2. The basic require- 
ments imposed on privates and seamen by military regulations. 3. Complying 
strictly with the regulations, being a disciplined soldier. 4. Liability 
of servicemen for violations of military discipline. 


It would be important to note in a brief introduction that the laborers of 
our country, who are making an effort to implement the historic decisions of 
the 26th CPSU Congress, the May (1982) CPSU Central Committee Plenum and the 
directives of CPSU Central Committee general secretary, chairman of the 
Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, are selflessly 
struggling for successful completion of the plans of the current year and of 
the llth Five-Year Plan as a whole. They are marching as a friendly, united 
family toward to the glorious jubilee of our multinational motherland--the 
60th anniversary of the USSR's formation. 


Implementation of the plans of communist construction is inseparably asso- 
ciated with preservation and consolidation of peace. This is why the Commu- 
nist Party and the Soviet state are consistently and unwaveringly implement- 

ing Lenin's peace-loving foreign policy in the international arena. The 

Peace Program of the 1980s, drawn up by the 26th CPSU Congress, and new peace 
initiatives spelled out in messages to the UN General Assembly by L. I. Brezhnev, 
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in his speeches to the 17th Congress of USSR Trade Unions, the 19th Komsomol 
Congress and the celebrations in Tashkent and in other speeches, have enjoyed 
the support and approval of all progressive mankind. 


Recently, however, the aggressive circles of imperialism have seriously 
aggravated the international situation. The USA and other NATO countries 
are trying to change the evolved balance of forces in their favor and to 
achieve military superiority over the USSR and its allies. The ruling 
circles of the USA are implementing an openly hostile policy against the 
Soviet Union and other socialist countries. They are spiraling up the 
arms race and openly advertising plans for a nuclear war. The USA's so- 
called “comprehensive military program" for the 1980s foresees further 
growth of strategic nuclear forces, initiation of large-scale production of 
neutron and chemical weapons and provision of new forms of conventional 
weapons and combat equipment to the armed forces. 


Under these conditions our party and state are devoting unweakening attention 
to improving the defense capabilities of the country and the fighting po- 
tential of the USSR Armed Forces. A socialist composition for an honorable 
welcome to the 60th anniversary of the USSR has assumed broad scope in the 
army and navy. Its slogan is "Dependable protection for the peaceful labor 
of the Soviet people!" During the competition, Soviet soldiers are persis- 
tently improving their military proficiency, they are doing everything they 
can to stengthen discipline and organization, and they are untiringly rais- 
ing their alertness and the combat readiness of the subunits, units and 
ships. 


Strict fulfillment of the requirements of the regulations is a guarantee of 
all of their successes in their service. The regulations are a unique well 
of the wisdom and best experience of more than a single generation of Soviet 
soldiers. At the same time it is a code of laws, the letter and spirit of 
which must be followed unfailingly. 


l. The Role and Significance of Soviet Armed Forces Regulations to the Life, 
Training and Service of Soldiers 


Beginning the presentation of the first issue, the lesson leader should 
emphasize that V. I. Lenin, the leader of our party and state, viewed so- 
cialist legality as one of the most important means of successfully com- 
pleting the tasks of communist construction. We must, Vladimir Il'ich 
taught us, reverently comply with the laws and prescriptions of Soviet 
rule, and see that they are implemented by all (see "Poln. sobr. soch. " 
[Complete Collected Works], Vol 39, p 155). 


Today, the significance of this requirement is especially great. The 26th 
CPSU Congress pointed to the need for improving socialist legality and 
order. Speaking at the congress, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said: "We have 
adopted many good laws. What is important now is to see that they are 
complied with precisely and unfailingly. After all, any law comes to life 
only when it is observed--observed by all and in all places" ("Materialy 
XXVI s"yezda KPSS" [Proceedings of the 26th CPSU Congress], p 64). 
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The USSR Armed Forces are governed by the unified socialist laws of the 
Soviet state. The principle of strict compliance with the laws by service- 
men is spelled out in military regulations. As was noted by USSR minister 
of defense, Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov, strict observance 

of the regulations is an inseparable part of the overall task of complying 
with the laws of the Soviet state, since our regulations are a legal summary 
of the rules and principles governing the life and activities of the troops. 


The USSR Armed Forces regulations reflect V. I. Lenin's ideas on defense of 
the socialist fatherland and the policy of the Communist Party in relation 
to the country's defense and raising the combat readiness of our army and 
navy. They are a documentation of the fundamental principles of Soviet 
military development, and a generalization of the highly rich experience 
accumulated by the troops in both war and peace. They serve as the founda- 
tion for the training and indoctrination of the personnel. No matter what 
aspect of the life and activities of servicemen we might take, it is regu- 
lated in detail by rules contained in the reguiations. Regulations contri- 
bute clarity and organization into this life and activity, without which it 
would be impossible to insure the required military order, discipline and 
the combat readiness of the troops and naval forces. 


The presently existing all-arms regulations became effective in 1975. They 
include the USSR Armed Forces Internal Service Regulations, the USSR Armed 
Forces Disciplinary Regulations, the USSR Armed Forces Garrison and Guard 
Duty Regulations and the USSR Armed Forces Drill Regulations. The first 
three regulations were approved by a ukaze of the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet. The drill regulations were brought into force by an order 
of the USSR minister of defense. 


On 16 October 1980 the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet published a 
ukaze titled "On Ammendments and Supplements to Some USSR Laws Concerning 
the Country's Defense." Certain ammendments and supplements connected with 
adoption of the USSR Constitution on 7 October 1977 were introduced into the 
all-arms regulations, the text of the military oath and the statute govern- 
ing the taking of this oath. 


Next it would be suitable to explain to the students what the basic purpose 
of each of our all-arms regulations is. 


The USSR Armed Forces Internal Service Regulations determine the general and 
official responsibilities of military servicemen, the mutual relationships 
between them, the order of issuing and fulfilling instructions and the rules 
of military courtesies and behavior. These regulations are used as the basis 
for placing servicemen in particular jobs, establishing internal order and 
the order of the day, organizing medical services for the personnel, releas- 
ing personnel from the unit, alerting personnel to combat duty and assembling 
the personnel. The regulations also thoroughly describe the responsibilities 
Oo. persons on the daily duty detail. 


The USSR Armed Forces Disciplinary Regulations describe the essence of Soviet 


military discipline and its basic requirements on military servicemen . They 
define the forms of rewards and disciplinary punishments, the rights of their 
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application by commanders and chiefs, and the order of submission and review 
of complaints and petitions. 


The USSR Armed Forces Garrison and Guard Duty Regulations establish “he or- 
ganization of these services, the rights and responsibilities of ga. -ison 
officials and servicemen on guard duty, and the order of conducting garrison 
measures with the troops and of laying wreaths at the monuments and graves 


of soldiers who had fallen in combat for the honor, liberty and independense 
of our motherland. 


The USSR Armed Forces Drill Regulations determine the formation of subunits 
and units, the responsibilites of servicemen prior to being formed up and 
when in formation , the order and rules of drill routines and movements, of 
saluting and of conducting formation inspections, and the methods by which 
servicemen move on the battlefield. . 


Besides the all-arms regulations that are equally binding upon all service- 
men of the armed forces, there are also the USSR Navy Ship Regulations. These 
regulations govern the life and combat training of naval seamen and describe 
the official responsibilities of seamen, petty officers, warrant officers 

and officers, and the rules of serving on ship details. 


The Soviet Armed Forces also have combat regulations. They define the 
responsibilities of soldiers in a combat situation, the basic principles of 
warfare, the techniques of troop command and control and the methods of 
their actions in response to the use of the latest resources of armed con- 
flict. The main principle documented in the combat regulations is that of 
teaching what would be necessary in war. 


Concluding presentation of the first issue, the lesson leader should note 
that the content of the Soviet military regulations is fully in keeping 
with the interest of all Soviet people, which means that they are also in 
keeping with the interests of every serviceman, since our soldiers are of 
the people, they live their thoughts and concerns, and they watchfully 
Stand guard over the security of the motherland. The regulations discuss 
the great purpose of an armed defender of the Soviet state. They are 
permeated by the idea of personal responsibility of each soldier for de- 
pendable protection of the socialist fatherland and for faithfulness to 


military duty. 


The following questions could be posedduring discussion of this section of 
the subject with the students: 1. Why are the regulations commonly referred 
to as the code of laws on military service? 2. What is the purpose of our 
military regulations? 3. What is the basic content of the all-arms regu- 
lations? 


2. The Basic Requirements Imposed on Privates and Seamen by Military 
Regulations 


One of the main requirements our regulations impose on servicemen is that of 
conscientiously studying military affairs and persistently mastering combat 
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equipment and weapons. It is only by working hard and applying himself in 
his studies that the soldier can attain high military proficiency. "Know 
your weapon well, and you'll beat the enemy," proclaims an old military 
saying. And this is true. As a rule warheroes have always been masters of 
military affairs knowing their weapon to perfection. 


During one of the November days of 1941 a tank crew commanded by Officer 
Lavrinenko was defending in the vicinity of the command post of General 
Panfilov's division. Eight fascist tanks moved against his position in uni- 
son. "Forward!" commanded Lavrinenko, and a combat vehicle bearing a red 
star rushed to meet the enemy. Catching the Germans by surprise, the Soviet 
tank fired instantly. The lead fascist vehicle caught fire. Our tankmen 
fired six rounds one after another. Another six enemy vehicles were engulfed 
by smoke. 


Each shot hit its target! This was fabulous proof of the outstanding skill 
of the gunner and of the entire tank crew! The soldiers had a perfect 
knowledge of the fighting properties of their menacing vehicle, and they 
learned to fire accurately and to maneuver the vehicle nimbly on the battle- 
field. This is what helped them win in the unequal duel. 


It would be difficult to overstate the significance of technical competency 
and combat proficiency today. The army and navy are now supplied with 
modern weapons and equipment with fighting capabilities that are extremely 
high. But these weapons and equipment cannot produce the required impact 
unless they are in the hands of competent and dependable soldiers, and un- 
less the soldiers combine mastery of the methods of their combat use with 
perfect field, aerial and naval skills. The better every private and seaman 
masters his specialty and the more perfect his combat proficiency becomes, 
the more boldly and effectively he will act in combat. 


One of the factors making the personnel's good fire, technical and special 
tactical training and their high moral, political and fighting qualities 
necessary is that modern weapons are crew-serviced and crew-operated weapons. 
Many specialists of the most diverse profiles usually participate in the 
preparation and use of combat equipment. It would be enough for one un- 
trained person to make a mistake to reduce the efforts of the entire collec- 
tive to naught. 


Only dependable work by each crewmember would permit a subunit to count on 
success. This is especially important today, since the time factor is 
playing an increasingly greater role. The enormous speeds at which missiles 
and airplanes fly require all servicemen to mobilize their strengths and 
capabilities to the maximum. In the air defense troops for example, even a 
small delay or mistake in the work of an operator, wind graph operator, 
Signalman or any other crewmember can mean missing an important airborne 
target. This is why it is very important to fight for every minute and 
second, for swiftness and accuracy in the actions of every soldier during 
work on the standards of combat performance. After all, the combat readi- 
ness and battleworthiness of the subunit and of the unit (ship) as a whole 
will depend on this. 
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Extremely great requirements are imposed by our manuals on the discipline 

of servicemen. It is well known that there can be no combat readiness with- 
out discipline. In this age of nuclear weapons, of military operations of 
enormous scope, fluidity and complexity, and of such unprecedented impor- 
tance of the moral factor, the slightest deviation from the requirements 

of military discipline can produce the gravest consequences. This is why 
even isolated manifestations of carelessness and lack of discipline are 
totally impermissible today. USSR minister of defense Marshal of the Soviet 
Union D. F. Ustinov points out that firm military discipline and firm pre- 
scribed order are the decisive prerequisite of outstanding results in coim- 
bat and service and of improvements in combat readiness. 


It should be noted next that the regulations obligate every private and 
seaman to be alert and to carefully protect military and state secrecy. The 
Students must not forget that imperialist agents are striving to find out 
our secrets by the most sophisticated means. They count a great deal on 
the loose talk and carelessness of certain servicemen... Hence it is our 
mission to always be on guard, to measure our acts against the requirements 
of alertness. During the lesson it would be desirable to explain to the 
students what information should not be spread, what should not be written 
about in letters or mentioned in telephone conversations, what information 
should not be written down in notebooks, and what should not be talked 
about when away from the unit or ship, how to handle personal and official 
documents and so on. The lesson leader should discuss ways to prevent all 
cases of secret information getting through to the enemy. 


Requirements of the regulations such as being honest and truthful, paying 
respects to chiefs and seniors, complying strictly with the rules of mili- 
tary courtesies and honors, behaving honorably when away from the unit, re- 
fraining from violations of discipiine and public order and restraining 
others from such violations, and providing all possible assistance in the 
defense of the honor and merit of citizens are an immutable law of life 

of every serviceman. Describing these requirements, the lesson leader 
should explain not only their significance but also how they could be 
satisfied. 


In particular he should discuss the order of leaving the unit (going ashore) 
and how servicemen should behave in public places, he should acquaint 

the students with the rules of dealing with official and personal problems, 
and he should describe the procedure existing in the armed forces for sub- 
mitting complaints and petitions. In this case it would be very important 

to emphasize the idea that to satisfy the requirements of the regulations, 
one must first have a good knowledge of them. It takes more than just mem- 
orizing certain statutes. Every soldier must gain a deep understanding of 
each requirement, he must understand its essence, and he must conscientiously 
perform his official responsibilities. 


Concluding the discussion of the second issue, the lesson leader should 

once again note that a firm knowledge of the requirements of the regulations 
and strict compliance with them by all servicemen is a guarantee of their 
success in the complex missions of combat and political training, in 
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Strengthening discipline and in raising military skills, alertness and combat 
readiness. It is no accident that it is said: “Live by the book, and you'll 
win honor and glory,” or "To like the regulations means to serve the mother- 
land faithfully." 


During the discussion on this section, it would be desirable to consider the 
following questions: 1. What requirements do all regulations impose on the 
training level of personnel in the army and navy? 2. Why is the signifi- 
cance of discipline and organization in the troops growing today? 3. What 
does the requirement of being alert, of maintaining high combat readiness 
mean to the soldier? 


3. Complying Strictly With the Regulations, Being a Disciplined Soldier 


Going on to the third issue, the lesson leader should emphasize the signifi- 
cance of having all servicemen comply strictly with the regulations and 
maintain prescribed order in the troops. In this case it would be useful to 
explain to the students what we mean by prescribed order. This is a multi- 
faceted concept. However, as USSR minister of defense, Marshal of the 
Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov noted at the 6th All-Army Conference of Primary 
Party Organization Secretaries, some people tend to identify prescribed 
order only with the internal order seen in barracks, with the external spit- 
and-polish at the unit. But this is far from so. Prescribed order presup- 
poses exemplary combat duty and patrol and internal service. It includes 
efficient organization of combat and political training and of the use and 
maintainence of equipment. Prescribed order implies proper mutual relation- 
ships between servicemen, strict compliance with the order of the day, 
sensible organization of the personnel's leisure time and their high, con- 
scious internal discipline. 


Successful fulfillment of the requirements of the regulations depends in 
many ways on how responsible every private and seaman feels for the state 

of military discipline in the squad or crew, at the battle station, in the 
unit and aboard the ship, and on how intolerable he is of shortcomings. 
Soviet military discipline is, first of all, a political and moral cate- 
gory. Its foundation consists of the ideological conviction of the soldiers 
and the spiritual maturity of military collectives. The essence of Soviet 
military discipline is explained in the USSR Armed Forces Disciplinary Regu- 
lations. Military discipline, proclaims Article 1 of these regulations, 
is strict and precise compliance, by all servicemen, with the order and 
rules established by Soviet laws and military regulations. 


It should be emphasized that the main thing in military discipline is con- 
sciously high performance and obedience. A commander has the high trust of 
the Soviet state. Being a one-man commander, he is responsible before the 
party and the people for the combat and political training of the personnel 
and for fulfillment of combat missions by the subunits, units and ships en- 
trusted to him. He is granted great rights, and his responsibilities are 
enormous. This is why an order from him is the will of the motherland. "An 
order from a commander (chief)," state the USSR Armed Forces Disciplinary 
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Regulations, “is a law to subordinates. An order must be fulfilled unques- 
tioningly, precisely and on time." 


This saying was born during the Great Patriotic War: "You can die, but you 
can't fail an order." And even today, Soviet soldiers are good examples of 
high performance and selfless service to the fatherland. 


During a certain difficult exercise in the mountains radio-telegrapher Private 
Andreyev distinguished himself. He was given an important mission. Perform 
ing his mission, he displayed high discipline and performance, firmness of 
spirit and will, and professional proficiency. Owing to these qualities 

the soldier was able to get needed information transmitted on time and help 
out fellow servicemen who had found themselves in a critical situation 

during a training battle. The soldier's discipline, high performance, cour- 
age and proficiency were duly noted--the Order of the Red Star now shines 
brightly on his chest. 


A serviceman's self-discipline is a clear manifestation of discipline. Self- 
discipline is the basis of such human qualities as exactingness and ‘diligence, 
Organization, punctuality, honesty and truthfulness, and the readiness to 
subordinate one's actions to the requirements of the law and to the orders 

and instructions of chiefs in all circumstances. This is why every private 
and seaman must exercise self-control over his behavior from his first days 

of service--why he must develop his capability for controlling himself and 

his acts, and display endurance, composure and the ability to notice a mis- 
take he makes or a shortcoming in time and to correct it without waiting 

for instructions from the commander or remarks from comrades. 


Special attention should be devoted in the lesson to clarifying to the students 
the significance of proper mutual relationships between military servicemen 
to reinforcement of military discipline. Such relationships are based on 
strict compliance of the servicemen with the regulations, and they can be 
described as relationships of mutual understanding and trust, respect and 
exactingness, comradeship and friendship, mutual assistance, concern, support 
and aid. Such mutual relationships cement the collective together and 
create a healthy moral atmosphere within it. This is especially important 
today now that the success of a combat mission depends to a significant 
extent on how well actions are coordinated in entire subunits, where the 
efforts of each soldier are merged together with the efforts of the whole 
collective. Close cooperation, mutual support and the preparedness and capa- 
bility for replacing a comrade at a weapon, a missile or a ship mechanism 
and for enduring all burdens and difficulties in behalf of the overall suc- 
cess are required under these conditions more than ever before. It stands 

to reason that real military comradeship has nothing in common with a false 
friendship in which the improper acts of a comrade are concealed in the name 
of such friendship, thus doing major harm to hin. 


The lesson leader should go on to say that communists and Komsomol members 
are active champions of discipline and prescribed order. The personal 
example they set is especially important in this regard. The need for doub- 
ling and tripling efforts to insure that communists and Komsomol members 
play a leading role in training and service and in unifying the military 
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collectives was discussed at the 6th All-Army Conference of Primary Party 
Organization Secretaries. 


It would be important to attract the attention of the students to the de- 
cisions of the i9th Komsomol Congress, emphasizing that the letter of greet- 
ing written to the congress by the CPSU Central Committee and the speech 
given by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the congress represent 2 battle program 
for the activities of the Komsomol. It was noted in particular at the 
congress that the ranks of outstanding soldiers of combat and political 
training are growing among Komsomol members. But this does not make self- 
Satisfaction right. Komsomol organizations of the army and navy, it was 
stated in the accountability report of the Komsomol (Central Committee, must 
continue to see that military Komsomol members set a personal example in 
combat training missions, in proficient handling of weapons and equipment 
and in faultless execution of military duty, and that they must do so under 
the guidance of political organs and varty organizations. 


Concluding the presentation of the third issue, the lesson leader should 
point out that it is difficult to overstate the significance of military 
regulations to the life and activities of servicemen. Troop practice 
persuasively confirms that in those subunits, units and ships where the 
training and service of the personnel are organized in strict compliance 
with the regulations, and where the regulations are adhered to strictly by 
every soldier, the privates and seamen enjoy stable successes in combat 

and political training as a rule, the collectives are more friendly and 
better organized, and their combat readiness and battleworthiness are higher. 


It would be suitable to dwell on the following questions during the discus- 
Sion of this section of the subject: 1. What is at the basis of successful 
fulfillment of the requirements of the regulations by the private and sea- 
man? 2. What is Soviet military discipline? 3. What requirements are 
imposed on military servicemen by discipline? 


4. Liability of Servicemen for violations of Military Discipline 


Goingon to presentation of the fourth issue, it should be noted that the military 


labor of the personnel is being duly evaluated by commanders and chiefs. 
The USSR Armed Forces Disciplinary Regulations grant them considerable 

rights to reward soldiers for reasonable initiative, diligence , acts of 
heroism and distinction in service. The following rewards are used in re- 
lation to privates and seamen: announcements of gratefulness; remission of 
previously imposed disciplinary punishment; permission for extra leave 

from the unit or ship on days and at times established for this by the unit 
commander; presentation of certificates, valuable gifts or money; presenta- 
tion of a personal photograph of the serviceman taken beside the military 
unit's unfurled Battle Pennant; a letter to the serviceman's home town or 
place of previous employment describing his exemplary fulfillment of official 
duties and the rewards received; promotion to private lst class (senior 
seaman); presentation of an outstanding soldier chest badge; inscription of 
the names of privates and seamen in the unit's (ship's) Honor Roll; presenta- 
tion of a short-term leave of up to 10 days, not counting round-trip travel 
time. 
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At the same time the interests of the motherland's defense obligate comman- 
ders and chiefs to decisively and firmly demand compliance with military 
discipline and with order, and to respond to all transgressions of a subordi- 
nate. In our armed forces the main method of indoctrination is persuasion. 
But persuasion does not preclude application of coercive measures against 
servicemen who perform their military duty negligently. 


The following disciplinary punishments are foreseen by the USSR Armed Forces 
Disciplinary Regulations for privates and seamen: warnings; reprimands; 
strict reprimands; cancellation of a regular pass permitting the individual 

to leave the unit or ship; assignment to an extra job-related detail (assign- 
ment to patrol, to a watch or to combat duty is an exception)--up to five 
details; arrest and detention in the guard-house for up to 10 days; forfeiture 


of an outstanding soldier's chest badge; forfeiture of the rank of private 
lst class (senior seaman). 


The strictness of the disciplinary punishment is increased if the violator 
had committed transgressions more than once or if he had participated in a 
group violation of military discipline and public ordex, when the trans- 
gression was committed during the performance of official responsibilities, 
during combat duty, when intoxicated or when the transgression led to sig- 
nificant disturbance of order. It should be pointed c* in this case that 
servicemen committing crimes bear criminal liability. 


Very grave military crimes include disobedience to a chief, failure to ful- 
fill an order, absence from the unit without leave, desertion, the stealing 
of weapons, deliberate destruction or damage of military property, violation 
of the rules of combat duty and guard duty, giving away military and state 
secrets, and other crimes which may weaken troop combat readiness. Soviet 
law prescribes severe punishments for each such crime. 


The lesson leader may conclude his narration with the following words from 
the letter of greeting written by soldiers of the armed forces to the 19th 
Komsomol Congress: "We report that Soviet soldiers are alertly protecting 
the sacred orders of the fatherland as they fulfill the decisions of the 
26th CPSU Congress. Improving our field skills, soaring high above the 
clouds, and subjugating the oceanic depths, we are learning the science of 
winning. The top-class military equipment and weapons created by the labor 
and genius of the Soviet people and entrusted to us by the motherland are 
in dependable and competent hands....And if the interests of the beloved 
motherland's security and the protection of peace and socialism require, 
Soviet soldiers will honorably fulfill their patriotic and international 
duty." 


During the discussion on the fourth section of the subject the following 
questions could be posed to the audience: 1. What are privates and seamen 
.ewarded for? 2. What sort of rewards and punishments are applied to 
privates and seamen? 3. For what can a serviceman be criminally liable? 


During group lessons it would be desirable to have the all-arms regulations 
and the corresponding visual aids on the subject available. It would be 
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suitable to write out Lenin's statements on the significance of military 
discipline and the corresponding articles from the USSR Armed Forces Disci- 
plinary Regulations on individual sheets of paper and post them in the 
classrooms. It would be useful to show the students the record of service 
cards of outstanding soldiers of combat and political training in the sub- 
unit, accompanying the demonstration with the necessary comments. 
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ARMED FORCES 


OUTLINE FOR INDOCTRINATION ON FORMATION OF THE SOVIET UNION 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 62-68 


[Article: "The Indestructible Union of the Free Republics") 


[Text] Because a glorious jubilee is approaching--the 60th anniversary of 
the USSR, the officer Marxist-Leninist training groups, the warrant officer 
political training groups, and political lessons for privates, seamen, 
NCOs and petty officers are starting out in the new training year with the 
subject "The Indestructible Union of the Free Republics." The editor's 
office provides the material on the subject published below primarily for 
the leaders of political lesson groups. The material can also be used in 
other forms of training. 


Of the 10 hours devoted to studying this subject in the political training 
system, 2 hours should be devoted to lecture (narration), 4 should be devoted 
to independent study, and 4 hours should be devoted to a seminar (discussion). 


It would be suitable to concentrate attention on two basic issues _n the 
lecture (narration): 1. Formation and development of the USSR--the triumph 
of Lenin's nationalities policy. 2. The union and friendship of Soviet 
peoples--the source of power of the armed forces. 


The presentation of the material can be started with a brief recollection 
that 60 years ago--on 30 December 1922--a common, unified multinational 
state--the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was created ir our country 
in response to the will of the people. "The 60th anniversary of the USSR," 
states a CPSU Central Committee decree published in connection with this 
jubilee, "is a remarkable event in the life of the Soviet people, it is 
testimony to the triumph of the CPSU's Leninist nationalities policy and of 
the historic accomplishments of socialism." 


Today the Soviet Union appears before all the world as a friendly family of 
equal republics that are building communism together and dependably protecting 
their great accomplishments. The sociopolitical ani ideological unity of our 
society is monolithic. The unity of the Soviet pe .le and soldiers of the 
army and navy about their Communist Party is indestructible. 
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Preparing for an honorable welcome to the 60th anniversary of the USSR, Soviet 
nations and nationalities are demonstrating the strength of their brotherhood 
ry their friendly labor and by growth of their creative activity. This great 
strength is also fully manifested in the deeds of the multinational military 
collectives, which are drawing ever closer together and fighting stubbornly 

to satisfy the difficult pledges they adopted in the jubilee competition 

under the patriotic slogan “Dependable Protection for the Peaceful Labor of 
the Soviet People!". 


1. Formation and Development of the USSR--the Triumph of Lenin's Nationalities 
Policy. 


A continuous chain of tribal, racial and national conflicts extends through- 
out the entire history of mankind from ancient times to the present. Many 
times these conflicts plunged countries and peoples into the pits of despair 
and suffering, and reddened entire continents with blood. For millenia, the 
best minds pondered the ways to help nations forget their differences and 
come together into a single family. But they invariably collided with the 


blank wall of domination by the exploiters, which is what generates and main- 
tains national oppression. 


The nationalities question was an especially acute one on the enormous terri- 
tory of Czarist Russia, where more then a hundred nations and nationali-ies 
resided. The dominant classes intentionally encouraged national isolation and 
enmity, operating according to the principle of “dividing and conquering," 
which had been followed by oppressors in all eras. 


Discussing the nationalities question, Marx and Engels emphasized that until 
exploitation is annihilated and social oppression is eliminated, humanitarian 
relations between nations could not be achieved. V. I. Lenin referred to 
their conclusion that "a people oppressing other peoples cannot be free" 

as the fundamental principle of internationalism and socialism (see "Poln. 
sobr. soch." [Complete Collected Works], Vol 27, p 259). 


Creatively developing the ideas of the founders of scientific communism in 
the new historical conditions, V. I. Lenin arrived at a well-written teaching 
on the nationalities question. He deepened and enriched the content of 
proletarian internationalism, and he developed the principles behind the 
Communist Party's nationalities policy. He persuasively demonstrated that 
the main road of eliminating national oppression and asserting the friend- 
ship and unity of peoples lies through a class struggle aimed at overthrow- 
ing capitalism and building socialism. The leading force in this struggle 
is the proletariat, and the prerequisite of success is unification of the 
laborers of all nationalities against their common enemy. In Russia, this 
enemy was Tsarism, the landowners and the bougeoisie, while in the inter- 
national arena the enemy was represented by imperialism and colonialism. 


The Leninist party of the Bolsheviks, which was deeply international in ideo- 
logy and policy, in organizational structure and in principles of activity, 
became the embodiment of the fighting union of all national detachments of 
Russian proletariat. The CPSU Central Committee decree "On the 60th Anniversary 
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of the Formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics" notes that the 
party earned its great right to be the leader of all of the country's nations 
and nationalities through its consistent theoretical, political and organi- 
zational work, its devotion to the ideals of communism, its untiring defense 
of the fundamental interests of the working class and the broadest masses, 
its great attention to national interests and the sentiments of all peoples 
and its intolerability of all manifestations of bourgeois nationalism, 
chauvinismand national nihilism. V. I. Lenin and the party of the Bolsheviks 
managed to create a unified front in the struggle of the multinational masses 
of the working class and the laboring peasantry against Tsarism, and later 
on in behalf of the victory of the socialist revolution. 


Great October broke the chains of social and national oppression with a power- 
ful blow, and raised all the people of our country to independent historical 
creativity. The establishment of the power of the working class and of pub- 
lic ownership of the resources of production laid a strong foundation for 


development of all nations and nationalities and for their close unity and 
friendship. 


Right away the Soviet government clearly defined the foundations of its nation- 
alities policy: equality and sovereignty of the peoples of Russia, their 
right to free self-determination, the repeal of all national and religious 
privileges and restrictions, free development of national minorities and the 
necessity of a voluntary and honorable union of peoples. 


The right of nations to self-determination, which extends as far as 
permitting the secession and formation of an independent state, elicited 
rabid attacks by the enemies of the revolution. The bourgeoisie and its 
accomplices--the Mensheviks and Social Democrats--shouted in anger at that 
time that the Bolsheviks were destroying the historically evolved centralized 
Russian state. This was slander against the Leninist party. The party 
created the Soviet state, as V. I. Lenin said, “without lies and iron," on 
the basis of the voluntary union of free national republics. 


The overthrown exploiting classes and the local bourgeois and petty bourgeois 
nationalists fought to divide Russia. But all of their attempts at counter- 
revolution, which were supported by the bayonets of White Guards and foreign 
interventionists, to tear national regions away from the Soviet Union and 

to destroy the accomplishments of October within them were unsuccessful. In 
savage engagements with their enemies, the multinational laboring masses 
became persuaded of the correctness of Lenin's statement that “only the 
closest union with the Russian cepublic would be truly unconquerable by 
international imperialism,and the division of the state cannot be advantageous 
in the time of a struggle against imperialism, since the latter is capitalizing 
on all separatism to crush Soviet rule; such separatism is criminal" ("Poln. 
sobr.soch.," Vol 40, pp 299-100). 


Having created their own state, the peoples of the Soviet Union not only did 
not go their separate ways into their own "national quarters," but instead 
they grew closer and closer together on the basis of the principles of inter- 
nationism, in an effort to achieve strong unity. In the first years after the 
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October Revolution, during the time of civil war and foreign military inter- 
vention, a close military-political union evolved out of all of the Soviet 
republics created in the course of the revolution. This union was formalized 
by a number of treaties between the republics. This union was one of the 

most important prerequisites of the historic victory won by the Soviet 
government over the combined forces of external and internal counterrevolution. 
But in the new conditions, in which the tasks of socialist construction rose 
up to their full magnitude, life itself demanded, using Lenin's words, erection 
of a “new story” of federal ties--creation of a single unified state capable 
of insuring external security, internal economic prosperity and the freedom 

of national development of peoples. 


The work of the party in the masses, the experience of national development 
already accumulated by the republics and the unbending will and resolve of 
laborers of all nationalities to unite their efforts and resources in behalf 
of the construction of socialism and communism paved the way to a single 
unified socialist state. The RSFSR played the decisive role in its creation. 
All of the Soviet republics came together around it on a voluntary basis. 
Being the first multinational Soviet state, the Russian Federation was the 
prototype of the USSR. 


V. I. Lenin determined the concrete form of the unified state, suggesting 

- the idea of creating the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the basis 
of voluntary unification of equal independent Soviet republics. This bril- 
liant idea was avidly supported by the working class, the laboring peasantry 
and the progressive intelligentsia. Fulfilling the will of the peoples of 
the country, the First All-Union Congress of the Soviets adopted historic 
documents on 30 December 1922--the Declaration and Treaty on Formation of 
the USSR. These documents were laid at the basis of the USSR Constitution 
drafted by representatives of the RFSFR, the Ukraine, Belorussia and the 
Federation of Transcaucasian Republics and approved by the Second All-Union 
Congress of the Soviets on 31 January 1924. 


The nations of our country, both large and small, acquired the possibility 
for exercising their right to self-determination and national sovereignty 
within the federal (union) structure of the Soviet state. While at the time 
of the USSR's formation it contained 4 union and 13 autonomous republics and 
6 autonomous oblasts, now the territory of our motherland includes 15 union 
and 20 autonomous republics, 8 autonomous oblasts and 10 okrugs. All of 
these national-state formations are represented in the highest organ of 
power--the USSR Supreme Soviet. 


The process of forming and reinforcing the free and equal fraternity of 
nations was not limited to transformations in the administrative, territor- 
ial, organizational and legal areas. The tremendous, diverse effort by the 
Communist Party and Soviet government to do away with the existing inequal- 
ity of nations and nationalites in the level of their economic and cultural 
development, inherited from the old order, was the core and basic content 
of this process. 


Effecting revolutionary alteration of social relations and creating the 
material-technical base of the new social structure, the party consistently 


39 

















and persistently held to the course bequeathed to it by Lenin--preferential 
development of formerly backward national districts, such that the rate of 
their economic and cultural development would be higher than the country 
average. Relying upon mutual support and assistance, and primarily on the 
part of the great Russian people, the laborers of all republics successfully 
completed the tasks of industrialization, collectivization of agriculture 
and cultural revolution. 


"We are justifiably proud,” notes a CPSU Central Committee decree on the 
60th anniversary of the USSR, "that in a common formation with laborers of 
all of the country's nations, the people of former national districts, who 
had previously been fated to live in primitive conditions, confidently 
strode into the socialist future, bypassing capitalism, and attained the 
Summits of social progress. Ina joint struggle for a new and just world, 
the great brotherhood of the people of labor and the sense of a unified 
family came intobeing, and the inviolable Leninist friendship of peoples-- 
the inexhaustible source of the creativity of the masses--evolved." 


The past 60 years have been marked by swift socioeconomic development of the 
Soviet Union. In comparison with 1922, in 1981 its national income was 

167 times higher, and its share of world industrial production climbed from 

1 to 20 percent. The economies of all Soviet republics are growing dynamic- 
ally in the friendly family of peoples. Modern industry, agriculture and 
science and real cultural development are what characterize each of them 
today. But at the same time they have retained their unrepeatable countenance 
and their nationally unique traits. 


The lecturer should dwell in greater detail on the achievements of the 
republic in which the unit is located and on some of the republics repre- 
sented by his audience. The facts may be gleaned from the periodical lit- 
erature, KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in particular. During the seminar it 
would be suitable to ask the students to describe their republics, oblasts 
and rayons, and their participation in the solution of unionwide problems. 


Construction of developed socialist society was the result of the revolution- 
ary transforming activity of the peoples that had united together under the 
guidance of the Communist Party into the USSR. Matured Socialist social 
relations came into being , and the task of equalizing the levels of econo- 
mic development of the Soviet republics was basically completed in the 
country. De jure and de fucto equality of all nations and nationalities was 
insured. A new historical community of people was formed--the Soviet people. 
This community is based on the inseparability of the historic fates of the 
Soviet peoples, on profound objective changes of both material and spiritual 
order and on the indestructible union of the working class, the peasantry 
and the intelligentsia. It is the result of growing internationalization 

of economic and all public life, and of development of socialist nations in 
our country between which relations of real equality, of brotherly mutual 
assistance and cooperation and of respect and mutual trust came into being. 


The lesson leader should describe to the students the most significant 
traits and characteristics of the Soviet people as a historically new 


social and international community of people. These include: presence of a 
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Single motherland--the USSR; community of economic life, which expresses 
itself in the fact that the USSR national economy is developing in accordance 
with a single plan, and that it represents not the simple sum but a complex 
of closely interrelated econcmies of fraternal republics; identical social 
class structure of society on the whole and in each nation individually; domi- 
nation of a single Marxist-Leninist ideology in the country; a socialist 

way Of life common to all nations and nationalities; presence of a language 
of international communication--Russian. The laborers of our country are 
also typified by common traits such as devotion to the cause of the party and 
the cause of communism, socialist patriotism and internationalism, high 
activity in labor and in public affairs, and intolerance of exploitation and 
oppression, and of national and racial prejudices. 


Now that our motherland is attaining new summits of socioeconomic progress, 
Our party can pursue objectives of increasing scale and complexity--those of 
creating the material-technical base of communism, raising the welfare and 
cultural level of laborers, developing social class and national relations, 
improving socialist statehood and democracy and nurturing the new man. 

An elaborate program of achieving these objectives was presented at the 26th 
CPSU Congress. 


The unified national economic complex--the material foundation of the frater- 
nal friendship of the peoples of the USSR--is developing successfully in 
mature socialist society. The economy of each republic occupies an impor- 
tant place in social division of labor, and it is making an increasingly 
greater contribution to the country's national wealth. Thus in material 
production, the Kazakh SSR uses products from 96 sectors in other regions 

of the country. But at the same time Kazakhstan supplies products to 74 
economic sectors of the fraternal republics. The Moldavian SSR receives the 
products of 93 sectors from 14 republics, and in turn it supplies products 

to 72 sectors in these republics. 


Assimilation of the fuel, power and raw material resources of Siberia, the 
Far East, the North and the Baykal-Amur Rail Trunkline zone and development 
of the Nonchernozem zone are promoting further growth of all Soviet republics. 
Attainment of these major unionwide objectives especially requires the joint 
efforts of the laborers of all republics and active mobilization of their 
material and labor resources. 


As was noted at the 26th CPSU Congress, the course of the party foresees 

growth in the material and spiritual potential of each republic, and con- 

currently the maximum utilization of this potential in behalf of harmonious 

development of the entire country. The party believes this to be a pre- 

requisite of Soviet society's progress, of growth in the economic and defensive 
power of the USSR and of improvement of the welfare of the laborers. 


All classes and social groups of Soviet society are continuing to converge 
today, which is leading to formation of a basically classless structure of 


society within the historical framework of mature socialism. Our multinational 
working class is the decisive force of this process. By the strength of its 
economic position, ideology and morality, it was and continues to be the 

most consistant expressionof the international solidarity and brotherhood of 
laborers. 
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Highly profound changes in the social countenance, culture and standard of 
living of the kolkhoz peasantry are organically associated with implementa- 
tion of Lenin's nationality policy. The solution of the food problem, all- 
out growth of agricultural production and improvement in farming and stock 
breeding techniques are now the most important economic and political ob- 
jectives. The USSR Food Program approved by the May (1982) CPSU Central 
Committed Plenum for the 1980s was received by us as a whole peoples cause, 
as the overall objective of all Soviet republics. 


The USSR occupies the leading positions in world science, technology and 
culture, and tremendous credit for this lies with the Soviet multinational 
intelligentsia. Large detachments of engineering, technical, scientific and 
artistic intelligentsia, teachers and physicians have evolved, and they are 
continuing to grow in every republic. In this connection it would be perti- 
nent to recall that prior to the revolution there was not a single higher 
educational institution in Central Asia and Kazakhstan. There are now 126 
VUZs in this area training more than 700,000 students. The proportion of 
the latter within the population is greater than in a number of developed 
capitalist countries. For example Uzbek SSR and the Kazakh SSR are superior 
to Italy, Canada, the FRG, France and Japan in relation to this indicator. 


The whole peoples nature of the social policy of the CPSU and Soviet state 

is revealing itself with increasingly greater clarity in developed socialist 
society. This policy is aimed at resolving issues of importance to all 
nations and nationalities, ones such as raising the welfare, education and 
culture of the laborers, improving the conditions of their labor and leisure, 
developing housing construction, improving the system of social welfare 

and medical and personal services and protecting the environment. 


A program for raising the people's standard of living, the broadest of the 
country's entire history, was implemented in the 1970s. In addition to 
promocing general growth in the consumption of material and spiritual 
blessings, the party is stubbornly striving to surmount differences inherited 
from the past between social groups of the population and the country's 
different regions, and between the city and the countryside, and to achieve 
consistent observance of the just socialist principles of distribution. 


The unbreakable mutual relationship between the development and convergence 
of all of the country's nations and nationalities and deepening of socialist 
democracy is graphically demonstrated in developed socialism. The USSR 
Constitution and the constitutions of the union and autonomous republics 
reflect the deeply democratic nature of our state, document the fundamental 
principles of the socialist way of life common to all nations and nation- 
alities, amplify the guarantees of the sovereign rights of the republics and 
afford them a larger role in solving nationwide problems. 


Correct party leadership in national relations based on Marxist-Leninist 
principles is a prerequisite of progress in the multinational socialist 
society. The party, its Central Committee and Comrade L. I. Brezhnev are 
displaying constant concern for strengthening the inviolable friendship and 
unity of the peoples of the USSR and creatively developing Lenin's teaching 
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on the nationalities question. Through all of its activities and its pur- 
poseful ideological work, the party is nurturing the laborers in the spirit 
of Soviet patriotism and socialist internationalism, and a proud sense of 
belonging to the unified great Soviet motherland. 


2. The Union and Friendship of Soviet Peoples--the Source of Power of the 
Armed Forces 


Faithful to Lenin's principles of the equality, friendship and fraternal 
cooperation of peoples, throughout all stages of its development the Soviet 
state insured participation of the nations and nationalities in the defense 
of the socialist fatherland. A decree signed by Lenin creating the Red Army 
declared that it would accept "all who are prepared to contribute their 
strength and their lives to the defense of the accomplishments of the October 
revolution, the power of the soviets and socialism." 


It should be recalled in this connection that Tsarist military policy was 
discriminatory in nature: Almost 40 nationalities of the Russian Empire 
were deprived of the right to serve in the army and navy. The Tsarist gov- 
ernment feared, and not without grounds, that on obtaining weapons and acquir- 
ing military experience, the oppressed peoples might turn their bayonets 
against their oppressors. 


Born in the crucible of the revolutionary struggle, the international unity 

of the laborers materialized in their military organization. From the very 
beginning the Workers and Peasants Red Army underwent organization as an 

army of friendship and brotherhood of peoples and as the defender of their 
liberty and independence. The overwhelming majority of its units and sub- 
units were formed during the civil was as multinational collectives, in 

which Ukrainians and Belorussians, Latvians and Georgians, Tatars and Bashkirs, 
and representatives of many other nations and nationalities marched into 
battle side by side with Russians. National military units and formations 
formed out of representatives of the peoples of Central Asia, the Trans- 
caucasus and other regions of the country were an effective means of promoting 
participation of the masses of national districts in the armed defense of 
socialism. 


The defeat of combined forces of foreign and domestic counterrevolution graph- 
ically demonstrated that to a socialist army, the presence of many nationali- 
ties is not a hindrance but on the contrary one of the deep sources of its 
power. Following formation of the USSR, the Communist Party continued to 
devote tremendous attention to strengthening the fighting union of Soviet 
peoples. In a resolution on the nationalities question the party's 12th 
Congress (April 1923) recommended intensifying indoctrination in the Red 

Army in the spirit of asserting the ideas of the brotherhood and solidarity 
of the Soviet Union's peoples. 


M. V. Frunze, who headed the All-Union Peoples Commissariat of Military and 
Naval Affairs, wrote the following in January 1925: "The Union of Soviet 
Republics is a union of laborers of different nationalities. The Red Army, 
being a reflection of this union, is not a national army: It is also a 
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union, but a fighting union to which the laborers of all of our Soviet 
republics send their sons to learn military affairs and to stand guard over 
Soviet lands hand in hand as a unified friendly wall....The main objective 

of work within the army is to strengthen the mutual ties and brotherly sol- 
idarity of laborers of different nationalities..." ("Izbr. proizv." [Selected 
Works], Voyenizdat, 1977, p 250). 


During the prewar five-year plans the Communist Party and Soviet government 
consistently implemented Lenin's principles of nationality policy in the 
development of the state and the military, and they strengthened the social, 
political and spiritual unity of peoples of our country. The USSR Constitu- 
tion,which was adopted in 1936 and which legally documented the victory of 
socialism, declared service in the armed forces to be the honorable obligation 
of all Soviet citizens irrespective of their social origin or their national 
and racial membership. It raised the Soviet soldier to a position of high 
esteem as a defender of the socialist fatherland. 


The strength of the multinational Soviet state and its armed forces underwent 
its most difficult test in the Great Patriotic War. As we know, the Germans 
believed that their treacherous attack would cause the fall of the Soviet 
Union, which would "disintegrate" into individual warring units following 
the first failures of the Red Army. They attempted to encourage subversive 
activities in the Soviet rear, making use of White emigrants and bourgeois 
nationalists for this purpose. However, the peoples of the Soviet Union 
tightened their ranks even more in the face of the mortal danger. Soldiers 
displayed the full force of their remarkable qualities--heroism, self- 
sacrifice, mutual aid and devotion to the cause of socialism. “In the 

harsh years of the Great Patriotic War," notes the CPSU Central Committee's 
decree on the 60th anniversary of the USSR, "the brother-peoples arose 
shoulder to shoulder in defense of the motherland, they displayed mass 
heroism and an unbending will to win, they destroyed the fascist invaders, 
and they rescued the peoples of the world from enslavement and annihilation." 


The prinicipal hero of the war was the multinational Soviet people. Every 
nation and nationality made its contribution to the victory. All fraternal 
republics took part in restructuring the national economy for war, in or- 
ganizing mass production of different forms of arms and in supply ammunition, 
clothing and food to the front. This all became possible owing to acceler- 
ated development of their economy in the prewar period, to well-planned 
distribution of productive forces and to sensible distribution of labor 

among the economic regions and republics. 


The Great Patriotic War demonstrated the power of the armed forces, which 
were an embodiment of the friendship and brotherhood of the peoples of the 
USSR. On an enormous front from the Barents to the Black Seas, representa- 
tives of all nations and nationalities fought valorously against the enemy. 
Such was the case during defense of the Brest Fortress and in the battle of 
Moscow, in the days of heroic defense of Stalingrad and during the crossing 
of the Dniepr, in the storm of the fascist Reichstag and in the battles with 
Japanese militarists. 
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Many hundreds of thousands of sons and daughters of the unified multinational 
Soviet family earned high state awards for their military acts of heroism. 
The Hero of the Soviet Union title was awarded to 8,160 Russians, 2,069 
Ukrainians, 309 Belorussians, 161 Tatars, 108 Jews, 96 Kazakhs, 90 Armenians, 
90 Georgians, 69 Uzbeks, 61 Mordvinians, 44 Chuvash, 43 Azerbaijanis, 39 
Bashkirs, 32 Ossetians, 18 Maris, 18 Turkmens, 15 Lithuanians, 14 Tajiks, 

13 Latvians, 12 Kirghiz, 10 Komis, 10 Udmurts, 9 Estonians, 9 Karelians, 

8 Kalmyks, 7 Kabardins, 6 Adygeis, 5 Abkhas, 3 Yakuts and representatives 

of many other nationalities. More than 300 soldiers of different nationali- 
ties repeated the act of heroism committed by Aleksandr Matrosov. 


The friendship of the peoples of our country honorably withstood the tests of 
war. The victory over the fascist aggressor persuasively confirmed that the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is the most viable and perfect type of 
multinational state, one which insures successful development of all nations 
and nationalities of the country and which represents the most suitable form 


of organization o1 military-political cooperation among peoples for the 
defense of their revolutionary accomplishments. 


The postwar era of the Soviet state was marked by new successes in all areas 
of communist development. The defense capabilities of our socialist father- 
land are growing and the fighting potential of the army and navy is rising 
Owing to the achievements of the economy, science and technology, further 
reinforcement of the moral and political unity of workers, kolkhoz farmers 
and intelligentsia, and the fraternal friendship of the peoples of the USSR. 


The essence of the USSR Armed Forces as anarmy of the friendship of peoples 

is expressed in the nature of their development, in the recruitment sys- 
tem, in the training afforded to military personnel and in the content of 
personnel training and indoctrination. Today's armed forces, notes USSR 
Minister of Defense Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov, are an in- 
separable part of a great sociaj w.d international community of people-- 

the Soviet people. They are living and laboring in rhythm with the entire 
country, and their military labor is part and parcel of the national effort 
of communist development. 


Yesterday's young laborers, kolkhoz farmers, college students and high school 
students are coming to the army and navy from different corners of our vast 
motherland. They are pouring into the collectives of subunits, units and 

ships containing representatives from our many nations and nationalities. 

In the course of joint combat and political training their strong international 
qualities are formed and reinforced. "Our army," said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
about this, “is also a special army in the sense that it is a school of inter- 
nationalism, a school of indoctrination of the feelings of brotherhood, 
solidarity and mutual respect of all nations and nationalities of the Soviet 
Union" ("Leninskim Kursom" [Following Lenin's Course], Vol 4, p 6l). 


No matter from where a soldier comes to the army or navy, no matter what union 
or autonomous republic, oblast or kray was his home before being drafted, and 
no matter what nationality he might represent, he becomes an equal member of 
the same fighting family. This equality is guaranteed by the laws and by 
military regulations. Every soldier receives all forms of allowances on 
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an equal basis, and the regulations imposed upon him are imposed equally 
upon everyone else. He has the same rights and responsibilities as his 
fellow servicemen, and he may satisfy his spiritual needs and participate in 


the sociopolitical life of his collective and the country as a whole on an 
equal basis. 


Developed socialism is opening up new possibilities for further reinforcement 
of the international unity of military collectives and for strengthening 

the fruitful educational influence of army and navy service. The atmosphere 
of collectivism and comradeship, friendship among all nations and national- 
ities, the moral health of society, real democracy and social optimism, and 
an attitude of intolerance toward deviations from socialist morality are the 
most important facets of the Soviet way of life, the norms of which are 
followed by the armed forces as well. The high humanitarianism of interna- 
tional relationships which has firmly entrenched itself in our country is 
fully inherent to them. 


Military service permits young people of different nationalities to master 
the summits of technical proficiency, it imparts the habits of organization 
and discipline, and it forms a collectivist, a person with a broad political 
and cultural outlook, with strong moral principles and with an active life 
position. The hard work of mastering complex, predominantly crew-operated 
combat equipment and weapons, of operating this equipment in complex condi- 
tions and of surmounting the sizable moral, psychological and physical loads 
experienced in lessons and exercises are promoting development of a sense 

of brotherhood and friendship, fighting unity and the desire for mutual 
assistance and ccoperation among the soldiers. 


It was noted at the 26th CPSU Congress that today's defenders of the mother- 
land are the sons and grandsons of the heroes of the Great Patriotic War. They 
have not experienced the harsh trials which fell to the lot of their fathers 
and grandfathers. But they are faithful to the heroic traditions of our 

army and our people. And when the interests of the country's security and 
the defense of peace require, when help must be rendered to the sacrifices of 
aggression, the Soviet soldier appears before the world as a disinterested 
and courageous patriot, an internationalist ready to surmount all difficulties 
(see “Materialy XXVI s"yezda KPSS" [Proceedings of the 26th CPSU Congress], 

p 66). 


Persuasive evidence of this can be found in the glorious deeds being performed 
by the limited contingent of Soviet troops temporarily located on the terri- 
tory of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan at the request of the govern- 
ment of this friendly neighboring country, where they areproviding the neces- 
Sary assistance to its people in the defense of the achievements of the 

April revolution. 


The USSR Armed Forces are standing a dependable watch over the socialist 
fatherland and the peaceful labor of the Soviet people, and they represent 
the bulwark of universal peace. This patriotic and international roleof theirs 
has grown even greater considering the complexity of the present internation- 
al situation and the growing military danger from the USA and other NATO 
countries. Hence follows the need for our soldiers to display constant 
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political alertness and to untiringly improve their discipline, organization 
and combat proficiency. 


Patriotism and internationalism are not abstract concepts: They are concrete. 
To be a Soviet patriot while serving in the military means to contribute all 
effort to strengthen the power of our armed forces, to conscientiously study 
military affairs and one's specialty, and to be a disciplined, alert defender 
of the socialist motherland. Being an internationalist means to treasure the 
friendship and brotherhood of the peoples of our country and troop comrade- 
Ship, and to decisively oppose the slightest manisfestations of national 
enmity and other vestiges of the past. It also means to remember well that 
dependable protection of the security of our country and of the entire social- 
ist fraternity depends today in many weys on the strong fighting union of 

the peoples and armies of the Warsaw Pact states. 


Concluding the lecture (narration), the lesson leader should emphasize that 
faithfulness to the ideals of proletarian and socialist internationalism 
and the friendship and brotherhood of the defenders of the motherland is 
the greatest source of the invincible power of the Soviet Armed Forces. It 
is the honorable duty of every soldier to strengthen this friendship and 
brotherhood, to fight actively for further unification of the multinational 
military collectives and to achieve new successes in military affairs and 
in the socialist competition for an honorable welcome to the tOth anniver- 
sary of the USSR. 


It is recommended to the students during their independent preparation for 
the seminar (discussion) to study V. I. Lenin's work "Tentative Outline of 
Theses on the Nationalities and Colonial Questions" ("Poln. sobr. soch.," 
[Complete Collected Works], Vol 41, pp 161-168); Section IV, Part Two of 
the CPSU Program; Section III of the USSR Constitution; the CPSU Central 
Committee decree "On the 60th Anniversary of Formation of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics." 


Discussing the following questions durina the seminar (discussion) is 
recommended: 1. The role of V. I. Lenin in development of the principles 
of the CPSU's nationalities policy and in creation of the USSR. 2. Resolu- 
tion of the nationalities question--a great accomplishment of socialism. 

3. Development of national relations in the conditions of mature socialism. 
4. Soviet people--a new historical community of people. 5. The friendship 
and brotherhood of the Soviet peoples--the source of their viciories in the 
civil and Great Patriotic wars. 6. The Soviet Army and Navy--a school of 
internationalism. 


Literature for Propagandists 


l. Lenin, V. I., “Critical Notes on the Nationalities Question,” in "Poln. 
sobr. soch.“ [Complete Collected Works], Vol 24, pp113-150. 


2. Lenin, V. I., "Tentative Outline of Theses on the Nationalities and 
Colonial Questions. (For the 2nd Congress of the Communist International) ," 
in "Poln. sobr. soch.," Vol 41, pp 161-168. 
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ARMED FORCES 


MILITARY DISTRICT NEWSPAPERS REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 74-76 


{Article by Col N. Rumyantsev, candidate of historical sciences: “In the 
Spirit of Friendship and Brotherhood of Peoples (Press Review)"] 


[Text] The military press--a powerful resource of ideological influence 

upon the soldier masses--plays an important and responsible role in the 
organizational work and ideological indoctrination being conducted in the 
units and aboard the ships in compliance with the CPSU Central Committee 
decree "On the 60th Anniversary of Formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics." The district, group and fleet newspapers clearly and persua- 
Sively describe the triumph of the Leninist nationalities policy of the 

CPSU, reveal the heroic path traveled by history's first unified multinational 
State of workers and peasants and reveal the fate of the Soviet people and 
the acts of heroism committed by the armed defenders of the motherland. 

In many of the publications the authors present brilliant episodes from the 
lives of their families and their labor or military collective, and they 

talk about the beauty of the Soviet man--labor, patriot, internationalist. 

At the eve of the 60th anniversary of the USSR, greater creativity, an un- 
tiring search for innovations and constant concern for raising the ideolo- 
gical level of newspaper articles, for making them interesting reading and 
for increasing their patriotic tenor are typical of the editorial collectives. 


The reader can find many interesting, substantial articles in the newspaper 
LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA of the Transcaucasus Military District.devoted to publicizing 
the Marxist-Leninist teaching on the nationalities question, the successes 

of the CPSU's nationalities policy and indoctrination of servicemen in the 
ideals of internationalism and brotherly friendship. The editor's office 
selects materials which would acquaint the readers with the achievements of 

the fraternal peoples. Interest has been shown in letters written by enlisted 
men and NCOs of different nationalities and published in the columns "Soldiers 
Speak About Their Homeland" and "Soldiers Speak About Their Fraternal Republic." 
The merit of these letters lies in the persuasiveness of the facts and exam- 
ples which reveal the fruits of the friendship of the peoples of the USSR, 

the advantages of the Soviet way of life, our successes and the readiness 

of soldiers to honorably defend the accomplishments of socialism. ‘ 
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A new section titled “Union Republic Weeks in the Troops of the Transcaucasus 
Military District" appeared in the newspaper beginning in March. Articles 

are written for it by executives of local party and soviet organs, the leading 
laborers of industry and agriculture, and officials in science, culture and 
art. In particular the newspaper has carried articles by Hero of Socialist 
Labor L. Kazakoyv, leader of an installer brigade of the “Lena-BAMstroy” 

trust; Hero of Socialist Labor V. Shcherbina leader of a turner's brigade 

at the Kiev "Arsenal"imeni V. I. Lenin Plant; and A. Kazimov, chairman of 
the executive committee of the Tashkent City Soviet of Peoples Deputies. 


During the days of preparation for the 60th anniversary of the USSR the work 
of reporters of LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA has become noticeably more active. Many 
measures are being taken in the troops to prepare for the jubilee: Lenin 
readings, morning performances and evening discussions. And the editorial 
collective is striving to broadly illuminate these measures in the newspaper. 
Recently a new section titled “Stars of Labor and Military Glory" appeared 
in LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA, the materials of which inform us about the labor 
successes of the collectives of the largest new construction projects of the 
llth Pive-Year Plan, and about the military affairs of the district's soldiers. 
The newspaper carried a series of reports on trips taken by soldiers to the 
leading enterprises, and about meetings with famous people of the Trans- 
CaucaSian republics. Such publications made it possible for readers to see 
and feel how organically, strongly, closely and perpetually the fates of the 
people have merged with the fate of our great motherland. 


For several months LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA has been publishing responses to a letter 
written by Private M. Bavykin, “Leninist Friendship Makes us Strong." It 
elicited a broad response from the district's troops. Many of the units and 
subunits organized meetings of the personnel to discuss, in particular, 
questions such as making fuller use of political lessons, of mass agitation 
and of the power of the public in instilling a sense of friendship and troop 
comradeship in the personnel. Moreover the newspaper served as the subject 
matter for evening and morning discussions, the participants of which talked 
about the ways to further unify the company collectives. Private M. Bavykin's 
letter and the responses to it were discussed at seminars attended by politi- 
cal lesson group leaders and .agitators and by the members of agitation and 
propaganda groups. 


The newspaper regularly writes about troop friendship and comradeship and 

about the development of military collectives. Mention should be made in 

this case of letters from a multinational company published in the March issues 
of the newspaper in the "In a Single Formation Toward a Single Goal" depart- 
ment. These articles offer an interesting discussion of the military affairs 
of personnel in a motorized rifle company containing representatives of 14 
nations and nationalities of the USSR. 


There are also many other creative efforts being made by the editorial 

collective. Rightfully among them are the responses by representatives of 9 
all union republics to the LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA questionaire "The Indestructible 

Union of the Free Republics." In the published responses, readers stated 

their innermost thoughts about the motherland , the party and their place and 

personal contribution to strengthening the country's defensive power, they 
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cited memorable facts attesting to the increasingly stronger fraternal union 
of Soviet peoples and their indestructible friendship and mutual assistance, 
they brought up examples of patriotism and socialist internationalism during 
the Great Patriotic War displayed by relatives and close friends, and they 
Shared their experience in ideological indoctrination. 


A number of materials published in the newspaper FRUNZEVETS of the Red 
Banner Turkestan Military District are marked by creative enquiry and by 
the ability to simply and clearly describe the monolithic unity of the party 
and people, clearly reveal the strength and insurmountable power of the 
fraternal union of the peoples of our country, and relate the significance 

of military affairs of today's armed defenders. The newspaper clearly de- 
scribes the bravery and valor displayed by soldiers representing all nation- 
alities of our fatherland during the past war and in peacetime. Articles 
Carried on pages devoted to the "Korchaginets Komsomol Youth Club and 
materials printed in the departments "Combat Glory of the Turkestanis," 
"Valor. Proficiency. Bravery" and "The Honor and Glory of the Leaders” and 
many articles and reports publicize the heroic traditions and reveal the 
sources of th2 unbending steadfastness of the defenders of the Soviet Union 
and their friendship and mutual assistance. The newspaper provided a forum 
for companies and batteries having heroes of the Soviet Union perpetually en- 
rolled on their rosters. 


Many of the articles: carried by the FRUNZEVETS deal with an idea which was 
Clearly expressed in the CPSU Central Committee decree on the 60th anniversary 
of the USSR: We are rightfully proud that the peoples of former national 
districts which had been fated to pursue a primitive way of life have now 
taken their places together with the laborers of all of the country's nations, 
that they have stepped confindently into the socialist future, bypassing 
Capitalism, and that they have attained the summits of social progress. 
Materials published under the general headline "We No Longer Have any 
Backward Districts!" discussed this subject with particular eloquence. The 
popularity of these publications can be explained by the significance of the 
problems touched upon, by the deep ties maintained between theory and life, 

by the abundance of clear facts and by the originality with which the subject 
is discussed. Tajik Senior Lieutenant M. Nuritdinov, Bashkir Sergeant D. 
Sal'manov, privates Turkmen N. Danatarov, Mari V. Semenov, Nenets Ye. Salinder 
and others used concrete historical facts and current examples to demonstrate 
the power of unity, fraternal mutual assistance and the role of the Soviet 
Union in development of the national districts of our motherland. 


In accordance with the requirements of the CPSU Central Committee decree on 

the 60th anniversary of the USSR, the military press is called upon to inten- 
sify its illumination of issues associated with patriotic and international 
indoctrination of soldiers and with publicity on the traditions and heroic 
achievements of our armed forces. Both the LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA and FRUNZEVETS 
are doing much to demonstrate, as persuasively as possible, the great patriotic 
enthusiasm of the personnel in the jubilee year, and to reveal the noble 
countenance of the Soviet soldier in all of its grandeur. 


Of course not all ‘publications are identical in terms of their literary and 
artistic qualities, but almost all of them are characterized by warm words 
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about the labor and deeds of the heroes of army life. The readers of 
FRUNZEVETS were attracted by the emotion and frankness contained in the 
essays "The Sky is Always With Him" and "The Lad From Cheremyshki" devoted 
to the commander of an outstanding squad, Captain S. Gorshkov, and a grenade 
thrower, Private N. Akashin. Images of spiritually strong, willful and 
courageous soldiers rise up from the pages of the newspaper when one reads 
the essays “His Party Concerns" (about party organization secretary Major 

V. Dekhtyarenko), "A Lucky Choice" (about Warrant Officer Ye. Vyakhirev), 
"I'm Proud of You!" (about tank commander Senior Sergeant M. Krinichnyy) 

and “Springs of Courage" (about Sergeant G. Kirilenko). 


In a word, the activities of the newspapers reviewed here are clearly orienting 
their subject matter toward the preparations for the USSR jubilee. 


However, noting all of the positive things that have been done by the editor- 
ial boards, it should be emphasized that far from all reserves and creative 
possibilities are being utilized to develop reporting on the jubilee. 
The newspapers have not yet organized an adequate system for publishing 
propaganda articles devoted to revealing the theoretical premises of the 

CPSU Central Committee decree on the 60th anniversary of the USSR. The reader 
is now more demanding of the quality of propaganda and theoretical materials. 
He is attracted and agitated by the persuasiveness of newspaper articles. 
Unfortunately both LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA and FRUNZEVETS have not been able to 
convincingly explain the nationalities policy of our party in all of its 
articles, or to provide a broader picture of the friendship and brotherhood 
of the peoples of the USSR, of the heroism of our days, and of the grandeur 
and value of military labor of the multinational military collectives. Many 
of the articles being published are still weak and sketchy, and they are not 
sufficiently instructive. 


As an example LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA published a theoretical article titled 

"V. I. Lenin's Teaching on the Nationalities Question." Without a doubt 

the author did manage to reveal the basic Marxist-Leninist ideas on the 
nationalities question. But is this enough for the reader? Of course not. 
He should obviously have shown how they have been implemented in our country, 
and he should have discussed the achievements attained by the Transcaucasian 
republics owing to the fraternal friendship of the laborers of all nationali- 
ties, and owing to state unity. 


There are shortcomings in articles published inFRINZEVETs aS well. Certain 
articles contain an overabundance of figures and facts of secondary importance. 
The editor's office is not always able to demonstrate that the successes 
attained by the union republics are the result of the efforts of all of our 
peoples, their close political and economic operation, and mutual enrichment 
of their cultures. 


An analysis of the newspaper publications would lead to the inevitable conclu- 
sion that the article is the main genre of political materials in these 
newspapers. But we obviously should not ignore other genres either. They 
include essays, commentaries on some events, responses to questions from 
readers, interviews, discussions with interesting people, reference material 
and so on. Utilization of all genres would make it possible for the editorial 
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board to expand the range of problems associated with the active life posi- 
tion of soldiers and their political awareness. The successes of the Soviet 
people must be demonstrated passionately and persuasively, and the thinking 
of reporters and the depth of their analysis must be increased. The newspapers 
Should also carry stories by labor veterans, the thoughts of today's workers, 


kolkhoz farmers, soldiers, scientists and publicists, and thoughtful discus- 
sions by party workers. 


It is especially important to seek publicity resources today, in a time when 
the press can do much to deeply explain to military readers the proceedings 
of the May (1982) CPSU Central Committee Plenum and the report given at it 
by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, and to make them understand the essence of the 
Party's agrarian policy today. The army and navy press must intensify their 
effort tc illuminate the work of military solkhozes and of kitchen and galley 


farms, and the participation of military personnel in harvests and economi- 
Zation of material resources. 


A typical feature of both LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA and FRUNZEVETS is that they both 
have a general idea of how to find the effective ways and means of reflecting 
hard army life. But not all materials are able to capture the attention of 
readers by their content, instructiveness and novelty. Articles and reports 
on ideological work associated with preparations for the 60th anniversary 

are not distinguished by depth of development and interest. For example 
LENINSKOYE ZNAMYA is attempting to report the entire diversity of the agita- 
tion, propaganda and organizational activities of commanders, political 
workers and ideological workers. But sometimes the effort is too hasty. 
Everything is discussed superficially, without adequate documentation. 


I would like to state the following wish. The achievements of the Soviet 
republics in economics, science and culture and in raising the public well- 

fare appear with special clarity on the background of the crisis of the 
Capitalist economy and the chronic unemployment, inflation and social and 
racial inequality of bourgeois society. It would be very important for the 
military press to reveal the faults of the capitalist structure and to 
demonstrate the monstrous essence of imperialism and its greater aggressiveness. 


The district, group and fleet newspapers still carry not enough caustic 
cartoons deriding militarists and bourgeois "democracy." Military-political 
commentaries should be published more frequently, the complexity of the 
modern international situation should be explained more skillfully, and 
the lies and slander of hostile propaganda must be revealed more decisively. 


The preparations for the USSR's jubilee impose higher requirements on report~- 
ers. Military newspapers still have much to do to fulfill the tasks posed 

by the CPSU Central Committee decree on the 60th anniversary of the USSR's 
formation, and to promote, by their publications, improvement of ideological- 
political, military and moral indoctrination of the soldiers, reinforcement 
of discipline and organization and growth in the combat readiness of the army 
and navy. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF OFFICER TRAINING TRACED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 13-15 


[Article by Lt Gen A. Agafonov, Chief of Personnel Department, Main 


Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy: 


[Text] 


triumphed, the newly-born Soviet Republic 

was faced with the task of organising a 
Workers’ and Peasants’ Army capable of defend- 
ing the achievements of the revolution. To build 
up an army of this kind it was necessary to train 
new commanders devoted to the cause of the re- 
volution. Therefore, Lenin displayed constant con- 
cern for training and strengthening the command 
personnel of the Red Army. He pointed out: “So 
in building our new army now, we must draw our 
officers solely from among the people. Only Red 
officers will have any respect among the soldiers 
and be able to strengthen socialism in our army. 
Such an army will be invincible.” 

Viadimir tlyich paid special attention to orge- 
nising an intensive network of command courses, 
military schools and academies. On his personal 
instruction the First Moscow Revolutionary Ma- 
chine Gun School was opened in December 1917. 
it is now known as the Moscow Higher All-Arms 
Command School namec after the RSFSR Supreme 
Soviet. In February 1918 the People’s Commisse- 
riat (Ministry) for Military Affairs issued an order 
on the opening of the first thirteen short term com- 
mand courses. This marked the beginning in the 
creation in the Red Army of a network of military 
educational establishments for training comman- 
ders from among the working people. 


Wr the Great October Socialist Revolution 


"Soviet Regular Officers"] 


In December 1918 a General Staff Academy 
was opened. In August 1921 it was renamed the 
Military Academy of the WPRA (Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Red Army). It is now known as the Or- 
der of Lenin, Order of the Red Banner, Order of 
Suvorov M. V. Frunze Military Academy. After 
that the Artillery, Military Engineer, Naval, Mili- 
tary Medical and Logistical Support academies 
were opened. Later the Institute of Engineers of 
the Red Air Force (now the Professor N. Ye. Zhu- 


kovsky Air Force Engineering Academy), and the 
Military Political Academy (since 1938 the V. |. 
Lenin Military Political Academy) were opened. 

In 1918-1921 over 150 military schools and cour- 
ses were opened and they trained over 80,000 
Red commanders. The military academies and 
higher military schools gave the Red Army over 
4,000 field and general officers. The new com- 
mand personnel played a big role in the war 
against the internal counter-revolutionaries and fo- 
reign interventionists. 

Despite the tremendous pressure of work as a 
statesman, Lenin found time repeatedly to visit 
the military academies, schools and courses, dis- 
playing interest in their work and the instruction 
process. He often delivered speeches to the offi- 
cer students and cadets. For instance, he maintain- 
ed constant contact with the personne! of the 
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First Moscow Revolutionary Machine Gun School 
of Red Army Command Personnel, which was in 
the Kremlin. He frequently visited the school pre- 
mises, the barracks where the cadets lived and 
made a point of attending graduation ceremonies 


of Red commanders, of cadets’ meetings and 
evenings. On May 1, 1920 Viadimir Ilyich took 
pert in a Communist Subbotnik (volunteer work 


day) with the Kremlin cadets. 

In building up and strengthening the Red Army 
V. 1. Lenin and the Communist Party paid primary 
attention to army political workers, the Party-po- 
litical apparatus. The training and further impro- 
vement of political workers was a major task in 
military development. On the initiative of V. |. Le- 
nin an institution of military commissars — autho- 
rised representatives of the Communist Party and 
Soviet power — was introduced in the Red Army 

The Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 put So- 
viet military personnel to a severe trial. Educated 
by the Communist Party, Soviet officers were ar- 


‘dent patriots of their Socialist Homeland, compe quick and 


tent leaders and men of outstanding courage. Se- 
veral hundred thousand officers were awarded 
Orders and medals for exemplery performance of 
missions assigned to them, heroism and compe- 
tence in controlling military operations. Over 
7,000 were honoured with the title of Hero of the 
Soviet Union. 

The aggressive forces of imperialism constitut- 
ing a standing threat, the officer personnel play 
an even more important role in strengthening the 
army and navy and in training forces to fight a 
powerful, well-equipped perfidious potential 
enemy. In this context the Armed Forces of the 
USSR are faced with the task of ensuring reliable 
defence of the Socialist Homeland. To this end 
they must maintain constant combat readiness, to 
guarantee an immediate rebuff of any aggressor. 
The Communist Party is guided by Leninist prin- 
ciples in the training, education and appointment 
cf command personnel. 

A fundamental! principle in the training of -com- 
mand personnel is their planned and purposeful 
equipment with profound knowledge in a definite 
field to ensure a high level of skill mainly through 
the system of higher military education. 

Another vital principle of training and educat- 
ing military personnel is improvement of their 
knowledge and practical skill. V. |. Lenin repeate- 
dly pointed out thet revolutionary experience and 
skill of control were not inborn qualities. They 
could be acquired only through effort. 

Still another basic principle in educating and 
training command personnel is ideological stee!- 
ing. Marxism-Leninism is the basis of the commu- 
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nist education of military personnel in moulding — 


their scientific world outlook. Comrade L. |. Brezh- 
nev said: 

“Marxist-Leninist theory forms the basis and an 
inalienable part of the knowledge of a specialist 
in any field.” 

The Leninist principle of selection of personnel 
according to their political and professional quali- 
ties is of crucial importance. V. |. Lenin always at- 
tached special importance to these qualities. This 
is evident from a note in which he asked an of- 
ficial to characterise a worker he was interested 
in: from the standpoint of a) conscientiousness, 
b) political views, c) competence in his field, d) ad- 
ministrative abilities. 

. By political qualities we mean ideological con- 
victions, adherence to Party principles, devotion 
to the Party and the people, to the cause. of com- 
munism, correct understanding of Party policy 
and persistent effort in pursuit of Party policy. A 
leader should have a political ‘scent’ to ensure 
effective solution of complicated ques- 
tions. 

By professional qualities we mean above all the 


level of training as a specialist, competence in a 
special field, ability to organise efficient perfor- 
mance and ensure the accomplishment of a con- 
crete assignment. In appraising the professional! 
qualities of executives V. |. Lenin invariably paid 
special attention to their organisational and ad- 
ministrative abilities. He estimated highly men 
with a sober mind and practical keen-wittedness, 
who displayed initiative and daring in their work. 

Correct combination of older and young per- 
sonnel, ensuring continuity in leadership, are im- 
portant in the selection and appointment of per- 
sonnel. V. |. Lenin wrote: 


“Experienced Party workers in the centre and 
the localities should show their efficiency through 
their ability to make intensive use of the new 
Party forces...” 


The CPSU does not apply this perfunctorily only 
with regard to age. The basic criterion is political 
and professional qualities. The older people are 
ideologically steeled and well versed in theory, 
they have accumulated a wealth of practical ex- 
perience and knowledge in their special field. 
They have acquired a skill in quickly finding their 
bearings in difficult conditions. But young workers 
ere more energetic and display greater initiative. 
It is also necessary to take into account the fact 
that the future belongs to the younger workers. 
That is why it is necessary to observe the Leni- 
nist principle of renewal and consolidation of per- 
sonnel. 














The Leninist tcinciples for training, educating 
and appointing command personnel apply in full 
to military personnel — commanders, politica! 
workers, engineering and technica! personnel. The 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union has always 
been and continues to be guided by these prin- 
ciples ever since the Soviet Armed Forces were 
founded. Marshal of the Soviet Union Dmitry F. 
Ustinov, Member of the CPSU Central Committee 
Politbureau, Minister of Defence of the USSR, 
said: ' 

“The Party regards as an important task in its 
work the training of officer personnel boundiess- 
ly devoted to the cause of communism, the Socia- 
list Homeland, commanders, political workers, en- 
gineers and technicians competent in warfare.” 


At present over 90 per cent of the officers are 
Communists or members of the Young Commu- 
nist League, more than half of them have higher or 
specialised military education. Nearly half of the 
officers are engineers or technicians. At the same 
time the officers advance their knowledge of Mar- 
xist-Leninist theory, improve their military techni- 
cal training and level of operational knowledge, 
develop their skill in training and educating the 
men. 


Soviet army command personnel differ funda- 
mentally trom those of bourgeois armies. Just like 
the soldiers, seamen, sergeants and starshinas, 
praporshchiks and mitchmans, the Soviet officers, 
generals and admirals come frbm the working 
strata of all the fraternal peoples inhabiting the 
USSR. They are not divided by class contradicti- 
ens, they are united by common aims, tasks, in- 
terests and world outlook. They are all called upon 
to defend the achievements of socialism, their ge- 
nuinely democratic system from the attacks of the 
imperialists, to ensure favourable conditions for 
the building of communist society. The armies of 
the fraternal! socialist countries are monolithic col- 
lectives just like the Soviet Armed Forces. 

In this respect the armies of the imperialist sta- 
tes are totally different. According to V. |. Lenin, 
bourgeois armies are “the weapon of reaction, 
the servant of capital in its struggle against labour, 
and the executioner of the people's liberty.” 
As a rule, their officers are recruited from the rul- 
ing classes and serve the interests of capital. For 
instance, in the US Army over 90 per cent of the 
generals come from families of the big and middle 
bourgeoisie. In the Bundeswehr (FRG) nearly 90 
per cent of the officers are representatives of the 
bourgeoisie, the gentry and functionaries. The re- 
lations between the officers and the masses of sol- 
diers in these armies reflect the irreconcilable 
class contradictions between the bourgeoisie and 
the working people. 

Today the Soviet officer is characterised by such 
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features as Communist conviction, boundless de-- 
votion to the Party and people, conscientious dis- 
cipline, expedition, initiative, independence, 
commander's will power, organisational abilities, 
high professional competence, general, military 
and technical knowledge, ability to train and edu- 
cate their subordinates. These features raise the 
Prestige of Soviet officers among the men, making 
them serve as an example to their subordinates. 
The personal example the officers set to the men 
is @ great mobilising force in war and in combat 
training in time of peace. The 26th Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union highly 
assessed the Armed Forces of the USSR. They lar- 
gely owe it to their officers, generals and admi- 
rals, who form the backbone of the. army and 
navy, their inestimable treasure. ) 

Soldiers and sailors see how their commanders 
seek to extend their political, military and, techni- 
cal knowledge, improve their combat ski, work 
to live up to their pledges, strictly observe the 
moral and ethical standards of conduct, the re- 
quirements of the regulations, manuals and the 
Oath of Allegiance. This asserts the unquestioned 
authority of the commanders in the eyes of their 
men, promotes organisation and order in subunits, 


units and ships. 


That is why tne men of the Soviet Armed For- 
ces hold their officers in high esteem. The highest 
manifestation of this noble feeling is protection of 
the commander in battle. The glorious history of 
the Soviet Armed Forces presents numerous ex- 
amples of soldiers and seamen, moved by a sense 
of duty, faith in their commander and love for 
him, shielding him with their own bodies at mo- 
ments of mortal danger. This noble tradition of 
obeying and defending the commander in action 
has developed into a sacred duty. Thus, Article 
One of the Interior Service Regulations reads: it 
is the duty of the serviceman “implicitly to obey 
the commander (superior) and to protect him in 
action.” 

The Communist Party, the Soviet Government 
and the whole of the Soviet people treasure the 
arduous work of officers. Every year many of them 
are honoured with state awards for outstanding 
achievements in training and educating service- 
men and mastering new combat equipment. Thou- 
sands of officers, generals and admirals have been 
awarded the Order ‘For Service of the Mother- 
land in the USSR Armed Forces’ and the Medal 
“For Merit in Military Service.” 

implementing and advancing Lenin's ideas on 
the training and education of Soviet Army and 
Navy officers, the Communist Party and Soviet Go- 
vernment have trained an officer corps that is ca- 
pable. in any situation, of ensuring the rout of the 
aggressor if he should attempt to attack the sacred 
frontiers of the USSR and the countries of the so- 
cialist community. 


9, 1982 














ARMED FORCES 


OFFICERS * POLITICAL TRAINING DISCUSSED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 28-29 


[Article by Capt lst Rank V. Drozdov: 


[Text] 
ARXIST-LENINIST studies are the main form 
of ideological education for officers. The 
experience of Soviet military development 

has proved the value of ideological convictions 
and political consciousness for command person- 
ne! in their everyday work. Poiitical maturity and 
knowledge of Marxist-Leninist theory are a great 
asset to a Soviet officer, because they help him 
master military science and acquire organisational 
experience. 

Soviet officers are not only specialists, they are 
not only leaders of their subordinates, but also 
their educators and moral instructors. In addition 
to combat training, the commanders, chiefs, politi- 
cal organs and Party organisations instruct the men 
in political science and military subjects. Profound 
knowledge of Marxist-Leninist theory and the po- 
licy of the CPSU enable the Soviet officer to ac- 
complish this important task. 

It is not fortuitous, therefore, that ever since the 
Soviet Army was founded serious attention has 
been paid to Marxist-Leninist studies of command 
personnel. In December 1924 a compulsory mini- 
mum of general political science and general edu- 
cational knowledge was fixed for junior commen- 
ders: it corresponded to the military school pro- 
gramme. The junior commanders had the right to 
choose the form of study. In those days Marxist- 
Leninist studies were only being organised and 
this process was naturally attended by difficulties. 
There were few experienced propagandists, and 
methods had not yet been worked out, relatively 
few Red Army commanders had an adequate ba- 
ckground education. But the commanders were 
enthusiasts. They persistently worked to surmount 
these and other difficulties, and diligently studied 
political science. 
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"Officers' Marxist-Leninist Studies"] 


In 1932 Marxist-Leninist theory was included in 
the systera of officers training. One quarter of the 
total time assigned for command training was al- 
lotted to Marxist-Leninist studies. Every officer 
was obliged to attend lessons and pass examina- 
tions. 

Serious attention was paid to officers’ political 
studies during the Great Patriotic War of 1941- 
1945. Planned lessons were conducted in the Air 
Defence Forces, military districts, logistical units 
of the fronts and, conditions permitting, in units in 
the field. In other cases lectures and reports were 
delivered on outstanding questions of Marxist- 
Leninist theory and current events whenever pos- 
sible. 

After the war much was done fo improve the 
organisation and methods of Marxist-Leninist stu- 
dies. Officers’ theoretical education was develop- 
ed into a streamlined system. By then much prac- 
tical experience had been gained. 

The curriculum and programme of Marxist-Le- 
ninist studies are worked out by the Main Politi- 


cal Administration of the Soviet Army and Navy. 
They cover a wide range of theoretical and prac- 
ticai problems dealing with the basic aspects of 
Communist Party guidance, questions of military 
development and Party-political work. 

At present Soviet officers show tremendous in- 
terest in the study of outstanding problems of 
theory and Party policy in the light of the decisi- 
ons of the 26th CPSU Congress. At political sci- 
ence classes they study in detail the Party's eco- 
nomic policy, questions bearing on the socio-poli- 
tical and’ spiritual development of Soviet society, 
tasks of ideological work and political education 
in the army and navy. 














in units and ships Marxist-Leninist stucies are 
organised by the commander and deputy com- 
mander for political affairs. They form study 
groups and see to it that every officer masters 
scientific theory, extending and deepening pre- 
viously acquired knowledge. Talks with officers 
on these matters at the beginning of each combat 
training year have become a tradition with the 
unit commanders and political workers. They help 
each officer choose the curriculum which corres- 
ponds to the level of his political and theoretical 
knowledge and is of interest to him. 


Party and YCL organisations pay serious atten- 
tion to the ideological education and theoretical 
studies of Communists and YCl. members. They 
develop in Communists and YCL members a 
sense of responsibility for political self-education. 
Party committees (bureaux) and meetings of 
Party organisations examine questions concerning 
the ideological studies of officers who are mem- 
bers of the Party. Communists report on their in- 
dividual studies of Marxist-Leninist theory to the 
Party committee (bureaux) meetings and meetings 
of Party organisations. 


All officers are obliged to pursue Marxist-Le- 
ninist studies. Only those who attend a_ regular 
course at a university of Marxism-Leninism or are 
political science instructors do not attend these 
classes. The specified time is devoted to Mar- 
xist-Leninist theory in classes. They are divided 
among lectures, seminars and recapitulation les- 
sons. 

The lecture is the basic form of study. Most of 
the lectures are delivered by the instructor of the 
study troup. As a rule, he is an officer with higher 
educa ion chosen from among the regimental 
commanders, their deputies, chiefs of staffs, chiefs 
of services, or regular propagandists. Lectures on 
separate themes may be given by competent offi- 
cers, members of higher political organs and 
staffs. Sometimes propagandists from local Party 
organs may be invited to lecture on certain to- 
Pics. 

Though a lecture may be instructive and pro- 
duce good results, it cannot exhaust all the ques- 
tions involved. It only prepares the student for 
the main method of work, namely individual study 
of recommended literature. Individual study inc- 
ludes the reading of books by classics of Marxism- 
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Leninism, comprehension and assimilation of the 
material read, writing of a synopsis and use of vi- 
sual aids. Many officers write out their own plans 
for Marxist-Leninist studies, stating the works they 
intend to read and in what order. 

The more difficult themes of Marxist-Leninist 
studies are discussed at seminars. These are de- 
signed to deepen the knowledge of students and 
show them how to apply the knowledge acquired 
in practical work. At lectures and during individual 
work on the relevant literature some points may 
need elucidation. Some students may form er- 
roneous views and draw hasty conclusions. Ex- 
change of views at seminars will help to avoid 
this. Such exchange of opinions help officers ac- 
quire political maturity and knowledge in applying 
theoretical knowledge to practical work. 

Discussions at seminars have become a regular 
practice. Thus, in a group in which Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel G. Boriskin is the instructor a discussion 
arose on the disciplinary practices of comman- 
ders. It was focussed on differences of opinion 
between two lieutenants. If helped to establish 
the truth and arrive at a common view. 

Experience shows that the writing of theses by 
officers and their discussion at seminars contribute 
to a creative approach to the study of Marxist- 
Leninist theory and its sound assimilation. 

Though brief, these theses written in the form 
of a scientific paper set forth the key problem of 
the theme being studied. To write such a thesis 
the officer must read a lot of materials, creatively 
grasp the fundamental propositions and pheno- 
mena of life. 

The success of a seminar largely depends on 
the skill of the instructor. That is why political or- 
gens and Party organisations pay special attention 
to improving their knowledge of method. For this 
purpose regular two-day conferences are held on 
these matters usually twice a year, seminars once 
every two or three months, and lessons in the 
method of conducting seminars. In addition, the 
deputy regimental (ship) commander for political 
affairs regularly briefs the instructors of groups 
on method and gives them practical advice. 

Marxist-Leninist studies help officers to dee- 
pen their knowledge of theory and cope succes- 
sfully with the men’s combat training and political 
education. 


"Soviet Military Review", No 9, 1982 














ARMED FORCES 


WARTIME OPERATIONS: 


STALINGRAD BATTLE DISCUSSED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 39-41 


[An abridged reminiscence of October 14, 1942 from Mar SU V.I. Chuikov's 


memoir “The Stalingrad Epopee": 


[Text] 


"One Day in Stalingrad") 


One of the glorious pages of the Battle of Stalingrad was an unprecedentedly stubborn and fierce 
struggle waged by the Soviet soldiers in the streets of Stalingrad from September 13 to November 18, 
1942. In the reminiscences published (abridged) below by Marshal of the Soviet Union V. |. Chui- 


kov (February 12, 1900 — March 18, 1982] who 


commanded the 62nd Army at the time, he tells us 


about one day in the defence of the city — the 14th of October.* 
In accordance with his wish, Marshal Chuikov was buried in Volgograd on Mamai Hill. where there 
is @ majestic monument to the defenders of the Hero-City. 


The Military Council exercising leadership in 
the defence of the city knew that the nazis were 
preparing a powerful offensive against the fac- 
tory areds of the city. Our reconnaissance headed 
by Colonel M. Z. German, had informed the Mi- 
litary Council correctly and in good time of the 
grouping being created by the enemy command 
north-west of Stalingrad, in the Vishnyovaya Bal- 
ka area. We prepared to repulse this blow and 
brought up fresh forces to defend the Stalingrad 
Tractor and Barrikady works. But we did not 
know that a blow of such a tremendous force was 
to follow. 

The Military Council decided to locate the army 
CP directly behind the forces defending the Bar- 
rikady Works so as to control their actions more 
reliably. It was against this sector that the enemy 
aimed his main blow. 





* The Sta 


ngrad Cpopee ” Mes ow, 1968 
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In that night of October 13 we moved the army 
CP closer to the forces. It was organised in the 
north-western vicinity of the Barrikady Works. 
But we could not risk the whole of the 500-600 m 
distance in one move. The officers of the Army 
Staff were therefore divided into three groups. 
Member of the Military Council K. A. Gurov went 
with the first group in order to check communica- 
tion at the new CP with the forces and to give the 
signal. 

The second group headed by the Army Com- 
mander started to change position a few minutes 
past 0200 hrs. To cover several hundred metres 
along the steep bank was not so easy for the men 
who had had no sleep for several nights. When 
| entered the dugout | dropped down and imme- 
diately fell asleep. | did not hear how and when 
N. |. Krylov (Army Chief of Staff—Ed.), who led 
the third group, arrived. | woke up at 0700 hrs and 
saw that Krylov was sleeping nearby. Soon bursts 








at close range shook the earth and fountains of 
fire rose in the air. Tens and thousands of sheils 
ard mines of different calibre fell on the army 
holding the defences. 

t is difficult to describe what |! saw outside, 
particularly in the direction of the Tractor Works. 
The engines of the dive bombers were roaring, 
falling bombs were wailing and AA gun shells 
were bursting. Everything around was droning 
and moaning. In the distance walls of houses were 
faliing to the ground and blocks of shops of the 
Tractor Works were blazing. 

i returned to my compartment in the pillbox. 
Krylov and Gurov with telephones in their hands 
were examining the map of the city. By the blue 
arrows and figures and red curveo lines on the 
map | estimated the situation in the direction of 
the main enemy blow. | did not ask any questions 
because | knew that the data received some 5-10 
minutes ago was already obsolete. | rang up Ar- 
my Artillery Commander Pozharsky and ordered 
him to fire a salvo with two battalions of “Katyu- 
shas,’ one at the Silicate Works and the other at 
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the stadium. In my opinion there could be a con- 
centration of enemy forces there. 

After a brief exchange of opinion between the 
members of the Military Council it became clear 
that the enemy was again hurling large forces 
against the 62nd Army. Having obvious superio- 
rity in men and equipment he would strive to cut 
up the army and to destroy it piecemeal. Now he 
delivered the main blow in the gap between the 
Stalingrad Tractor and Barrikady works. In the 
coming several days we were to face extremely 
tough fighting with only the men and equipment 
of the 62nd Army at our disposal. 

Our pillbox was shaking as in a fever, the earth 
was ringing, sand was pouring from the ceiling, 
in corners and on the ceiling under the beams so- 
mething was cracking, shocks produced by the 
bursts of big bombs dropped nearby threatened 
to shatter our pillbox. We had nowhere to go. 
Only sometimes when it was absolutely impossi- 
ble to breathe we went out of the pillbox in turns, 
despite the near bursts of bombs and shells. That 
day we literally did not see the sun. It rose like a 
brown spot and only from time to time peeped 
out of clear spaces in smoky clouds. 

On the 6-km frontage Paulus (Commander of 
the 6th nazi Army — Ed.) threw three infantry and 
two tank divisions into the offensive under the co- 
ver of a hurricane of fire. The main blow was de- 
livered at the 112th, 95th, 308th infantry and the 
37th Guards Infantry divisions. All these divisions 
were quite exhausted because of the losses sus- 
tained in previous battles, particularly by the 112th 
and the 95th divisions. The enemy had fivefold su- 
periority in men and tweivefold in tanks; his avia- 
tion had undivided domination over this sector. 

Enemy infantry and tanks attacked our positions 
at 0800 hrs. We managed to beat off the first at- 
tack. Ten enemy tanks were burning on the for- 
ward edge. It was impossible to count the killed 
and wounded. In an hour and a half the enemy 
repeated his attack with bigger forces. 

At 1000 hrs the 109th Regiment of the 37th 
Guards Division was crushed by enemy infantry 
and tanks. The men of this regiment establishing 
themselves firmly in basements and _ buildings, 
fought in encirclement. The enemy used flame 
throwers against them. Our soldiers were forced 
to fire back, to engage the enemy in hand-to-hand 
fighting and simultaneously to put out fires. 

At 1100 hrs unit commanders reported that the 
left flank of the 112th Infantry Division had also 
been crushed. Nearly 50 tanks were ironing out 
its battle formations. This long-suffering division 
commanded by General! |. N. Sologub and later 
by Colonel |. Ye. Yermolkin, having fought in 
many battles west of the Don, on the Don, bet- 
ween the Don and the Volga, had not more than 
1,000 officers and men in formation by October 











13. But it did not retreat. Its separate subunits and 


garrisons were fighting courageously in isolated 
buildings, in shops of the Tractor Works, in the 
Nizhny Posyoic'. settlement and on the Voiga 
steep slopes. Despite their superiority in men and 
equipment the nazis could not break its resistance 
for a long time. 

At 1'50 hrs the enemy captured the stadium of 
the Tractor Works and penetrated deep into our 
defences. They were less than a kilometre from the 
Tractor Works themselves. South of the stadium 
there was the so-called hexahedral block of stone 
buildings. Our troops turned it into a strong point 
occupied by a battalion of the 109%h Guards iIn- 
fantry Regiment with supporting artillery. This 
block changed hands several times. Regimental 
Commander Omelchenko was commanding the 
ccunterattacking subunits. 

Messages over the radio whict were transmit- 
ted in clear were intercepted by the army commu- 
nication centre. Artillerymen of the 37th Guards 
Division reported: “Hit enemy tanks point-blank. 
Destroyed 5 vehicles.” Brushko, Chief of Staff of 
the division, reported to Army Headquarters: 
“Guardsmen under Pustavgerov (the 114th Guards 
Reg ment) split by the enemy tank wedges conso- 
lidated in groups in houses and ruins, are fighting 
in encirclement. An avalanche of the enemy tanks 
is attacking Ananyev's battalion.” 

At 1200 hrs we got a radio message from the 
117th Guards Regiment: “Encircled, continue to 
fight. We'll die but not surrender.” Near the CP 
lay more than a hundred bodies of enemy sol- 
diers, Lut the Guardsmen continued fighting. 

At epproximately 1400 hrs telephone communi- 
cation with our subordinate units was disrupted, 
control was exerciséd by radio, but that also work- 
ed with stoppages and we were forced to send 
officers to the units. 

At 1500 hrs enemy tank; penetrated aeep into 
our battle formation. They rcached the Tractor 
Works — Barrikady Works line. However, the gar- 
risons of our strongholds cut off the enemy in- 
faitry from the tanks by fire with all kinds of 
weapons. Our garrisons, though dispersed, fought 
in encirclement and paralysed the enemy actions. 
The movement of tanks, deprived of the possibi- 
lity to cooperate with infantry considerably 
siowed down. Some of them stopped and be- 
came good targets for our artillerymen and anti- 
tank riflemen. All the same, by 1500 hrs enemy 
tanks managed to break through to the army CP. 
They appeared some 300 m from us. The Head- 
quarters guard company engaged the enemy. The 
point was reached when we ourselves had to be- 
come antitank fighters. There was no other way 
out’ We could not withdraw anywhere for we 
wouid lose the last means of communication and 
control 
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In Skulpturny Park there were up to ten tanks o! 
the 84th Tank Brigade in tank cuts. They were or- 
dered not to launch a counterattack but to lie in 
ambush in case of an enemy breakthrough. At 
1500 hrs a wave of nazi tanks broke through to the 
park and here they ran into the ambush. Our tank- 
men fired without a miss. The hitlerites did not 
capture this strong point either on October 14, or 
on 15, or on 16 and only on October 17 was it 
destroyed by the enemy aviation which carried 
out dozens of air raids with Junkers and Heinkels 
delivering powerful blows at the park. 

Despite enormous losses the enemy rushec 
forward. His submachine gunners infiltrated 
through the gaps between the combat formations 
of our units. During these days the nazis repea- 
tedly engaged the guard of Army Headquarters. 
Fortunately, Paulus apparently did not have any 
fresh battalion to capture our CP. Most probably 
he did not know where our CP was located. |! 
think that if he had known for sure where our CP 
was he would have spared no efforts and would 
have sent a whole division to capture it. 

At 1635 hrs on October 14, Colonel! Ustinov 
asked for fire to be opened on his CP. The enemy 
had approached close to it and was showering it 
with hand grenades. Open fire on our comman- 
der? Nevertheless General Pozharsky was forced 
to fire a volley with a battalion of “Katyushas.” 
The nazis were straddied successfully. Many Ger- 
man soldiers were killed. 

Detachments of workers were formed to defend 
the Tractor and Barrikady works. With subunits of 
the army they were to defend the works till the 
last round. In the second half of October 14, these 
detachments engaged the approaching advanced 
enemy subunits. Units and subunits of the 112th 
and the 37th divisions jointly with the workers of 
the detechment from the Tractor Works destroyed 
the enemy in the square before the works and in 
the adjoining streets. Units of the 95th and the 
308th divisions and the armed workers of the Bar- 
rikady Works routed the enemy in the streets lead- 
ing to the works. They were supported by the 84th 
Tank Brigade. Thousands upon thousands of nazi 
corpses covered squares and streets, several do- 
zen burning and damaged tanks blocked streets 
and thoroughfares. Artillery fire from the left bank 
and vigorous attacks by our forces on the flanks 
threw the enemy back with heavy losses. 

October 14, and the following five days were 
the most severe for us in the whole of the Stalin- 
grad epopee. Having stood fast in these unpre- 
cedentedly tense days, we drove the enemy into 
8 corner. That was the great turning pornt in the 
Battle of Stalingrad. 


"Soviet Military Review", No 9, 1982 
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ARMED FORCES 


MILITARY PROPAGANDIST'S WORK DETAILED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 21-23 


[Article by Lt Col A, Cherkashin, under the rubric "The Making of a 


Soldier": "Propaganda Work") 


(Text ] 


POLITICAL INFORMATION 

LENIN READINGS 

INDIVIDUAL OR COLLECTIVE TALK 
LECTURES AND REPORTS 
POLITICAL SCIENCE DAY 
GENERAL MEETINGS 


Propaganda work plays a big role in service- 
men's political and military education. Its effecti- 
veness is chiefly determined by its ideological 
content, purposefulness and concreteness. V. |. 
Lenin pointed out that propaganda should above 
all be clear. 

The main aim of propaganda in a unit (ship) is 
to educate the men in the spirit of Marxism-Leni- 
nism, friendship of peoples, Soviet patriotism, pro- 
letarian internationalism and fidelity to the Oath 
of Allegiance. 


O RALLIES 

O THEMATIC GET-TOGETHERS, YOUTH DISPU- 
TES, QUIZZES 

O VISUAL PROPAGANDA 

OC WALL NEWSPAPERS 

O COMBAT BULLETINS 


and extended service sergeants, once a week for 
50 minutes; for soldiers, sailors, sergeants and 
starshinas, twice a week for 30 minutes (on days 
without political classes). 


Political information is the most operative form 
of propaganda. its purpose is to give timely co- 
verage of current events inside the country, in 
international affairs and in the life of the forces 
and to spread advanced experience. 


In keeping with the established practice the 


The forms and methods of propaganda work themes of a political information are fixed by the 


should be varied. They depend on the concrete 
situation and are being constantly improved. 


deputy unit commander for political affairs and 


the pertinent political organs as a rule for a week. 


Political information is an effective form of pro- When the theme has been duly formulated it is 
paganda. It is held for officers twice a month, one made known to those who conduct the political 
hour each time; for praporshchiks and mitchmans information. 
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Political information is conducted by commaen- 
ders, political workers, Party activists, leading 
personne! of the unit or ship. Sometimes officers 
of the staff or the political organ of the formation, 
workers of loca! Party organs and local govern- 
ment are asked to take part in this form of work. 
Themes reflecting the achievements of the Soviet 
people in fulfilling the tasks laid down by the 
26th CPSU Congress, the results secured in the 
international arena in pursuit of the Communist 
Party's and Soviet Government's peace initiatives 
and policy, exposure of aggressive actions by the 
imperialists, outstanding dates in the history ot 
the Great Patriotic War and immediate combat 
training tasks take an important place in the the- 
mes of political formation. 


Lenin readings are another form which has long 
been practised. They are given by more compe- 
tent officers, such as workers of political orgens, 
commanders and political workers of subunits, and 
on the instruction or by decision of Party <ommit- 
tees or bureaux, by other officers well-versed in 
the works of V. |. Lenin who have acquired the 
necessary experience. The purpose of Lenin resd- 
INgs is to acquaint the men with the main works of 
Vv. I Lenin, to show them how Lenin's behests are 
being implemented by the Soviet people and 
their armed defenders. 


Lenin readings are arranged according to the- 
mes. For this purpose reference is rade to seve- 
ral works by V. |. Lenin devoted to one problem 
or another. As a rule, Lenin lectures deal with 
themes of interest to servicemen, such as “Y. |. 
Lenin on the Defence of the Socialist Homeland,” 
“V. 1. Lenin on the Role of Military Discipline,” 
“To Serve the Homeland as Lenin Did.” Lenin's 
works are read in whole or in part. Sometimes one 
of Lenin's ideas is accompanied by reminiscences 
of Lenin's associates. Quite often a lecture or talk 
will be followed by demonstration of historical-re- 
volutionary, and documentary films, slides about 
Lenin or playing of his recorded speeches. 


Sometimes Lenin lectures are devoted to sepa- 
rate works, such as "The Military Programme of 
the Proletarian Revolution,” “Letter to the Wor- 
kers and Peasants Apropos of the Victory Over 
Kolchak,” “The Tasks of the Youth Leagues,” or 
“To the Red Army Men.” 


Another effective form of political propaganda 
is the individual or collective talk. Such talks are 
invariably accompanied by exchange of opinion, 
answers to questions and elements of discussion. 
Talks are conducted by all commanders, politi-a! 
workers, engineer and technical officers, Pert, 
and Young Communist League activists according 
to an approved plan, or without a plan according 
to circumstances. 
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Talks play a big role in the work of propagan- 
dists, who are appointed in each platoon anc 
equivalent subunit. As a rule, they are more well- 
read, well-educated privates or sergeants. Whe- 
ther the platoon is on the march, engaged in tacti- 
cal exercises, in the barracks or at the firing range, 
the propagandist must quickly respond to every 
development, conduct a talk and explain all the 
difficult questions. 


Let us look at the experience of work of Pri- 
vate |. Safronov, platoon propagandist. He has ex- 
cellent achievements in combat training and poli- 
tical education, he is a man of moral integrity, 
high ethical standards, broad outlook and good 
organisational ability. He therefore commands 
prestige among his mates. A propagandist usually 
conducts talks on concrete topics, such as a newly- 
published political document, some important in- 
ternational development, an important event in 
the USSR, in a Union Republic, in the unit, a com- 
bat training achievements of a platoon, a short- 
coming in the behaviour of one of the men. 
|. Safronov immediately responds to such develop- 
ments with a talk, a report or his comments. 


Army service does not always permit all the men 
of the subunit to be assembled for a talk. In such 
cases an individual talk plays an important role. 
In talks like these, which are usually heart-to-heart 
exchanges, questions are raised which a private 
will not raise in official circumstances. A soldier 
has the opportunity to dispute a statement of the 
propagandist, set forth his own view on some 
problem, put forward arguments explaining his 
behaviour or attitude towards his service duties. 
|. Safronov pays special attention to his work in 
the field, during tactical exercises. 


Lectures and reports play a big part in the 
men’s political and military educetion. These two 
forms of public address have many features in 
common, but they have their distinctions too. A 
lecture is usually a discourse on some theoreti- 
cal, scientific, military or technical topic. A report 
is usually devoted to current events in political 
life, practical questions in the instruction and edu- 
cation of the men and is accompanied by formu- 
lation of concrete tasks set to collectives. 


Lectures and reports are delivered, in addition 
to commanders and political workers, by mem- 
bers of propaganda groups organised on the vo- 
luntary principle under Party committees (bu- 
reaux) of units and ships. 


Captain A. Kuzmin heads a propaganda group 
in a motorised infantry unit. There are 15 propa- 
gandists in it. They are officers, members of the 
Communist Party, competent in Marxist-Leninist 
theory and having the necessary experience for 
propaganda work. These propagandists give lec- 











tures and reports in companies and battalions. _ 


They explain to the men the role of Marxist-Leni- 
nist theory in building socialism: and communism, 
propagate revolutionary, combat and labour tra- 
ditions of the Party and the Soviet people, the re- 
quirements of the Oath of Allegiance and military 
regulations, mobilise the personnel to enhance 
their vigilance, raise the level of discipline and 
combat readiness. 


Units have a special political science day: every 


month a member of the command, local Party or - 


government workers address the companies or 
equivalent subunits. In their speeches they deal 
with outstanding problems of Party policy, inform 
the audiences on the achievements of the Soviet 
people in communist construction, the progress 
made in fulfilling combat training and political 
education plans. Such meetings enable represen- 
tatives of the command and executives get a bet- 
ter insight into the life of military collectives and 
influence the accomplishment of current tasks. 


General meetings of the personnel, of officers 
of a unit, ship, and of sergeants, starshinas, pra- 
porshchiks and mitchmans have become a tradi- 
tional form of political and military education. Ce- 
remonial meetings aevoted to outstanding dates 
and events occupy a special place in the social 
life of army and navy collectives. Thus, in the Ar- 
med Forces general meetings were held to dis- 
cuss the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress 
and the tasks of servicemen in implementing them. 


Meetings discuss important questions of the 
home and foreign policy of the Communist Party 
and the Soviet Government, and the results of 
combat training and political education. Some 
meetings are devoted to the socialist obligations 
of subunits, to the results achieved in carrying out 
these pledges, discussion of tasks connected with 
exercises and firing practice. 


Meetings are conducted in keeping with a de- 
mocratic procedure. The participants elect a pre- 
sidium, approve the agenda and order. Each par- 
ticipant, regardless of his official status cr rank, en- 
joys equal rights to make proposals, voice his opi- 
nion, agree or disagree with ;ome proposal. 
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Rallies are an effective and expedient form of 
Oral propaganda which heve a powerful political 
and mora! impact. Rallies are characterised by 
discussion of topical events, briefness, solemnity 
end emotional upsurge. They are usually held on 
important occasions for the country, the armed 
forces, in connection with unit anniversar‘es, 
awards to the unit, the beginning of the combat 
training year, combat alert duty, large-scale tac- 
tical exercises and accomplishment of important 
missions. Very often the Colours of the unit are 
presented at rallies. For instance, on tne occa- 
sion of the Zapad-81 exercise rallies were held in 
all units taking part in the exercise. 


Among other accepted forms of propaganda 
work are thematic get-togethers, youth disputes, 
quizzes. They enable the commanders, political 
workers, Party and YCL organisctions to meet 
more fully the spiritual requirements of the men, 
better to know and satisfy their needs. They also 
help in spreading the political, military, legal and 
other knowledge of the men and raise their cul- 
tural level. 


Visual propaganda plays an important part in 
propaganda work in general in a unit or ship. It 
serves the same purposes as oral propaganda, but 
with the help of the imitative arts. In canton:neni:, 
clubs, Museums of Combat Glory and Lenin 
Rooms you can see display stands, picture pa- 
nels, show cases, placards and slogans. The men 
themselves do all the work on them. Visual pro- 
paganda must be emotionally powerful! to pro- 
duce an impression on the senses and feelings. — 


Companies and equivalent subunits put ouf 
wall newspapers, and platoons issue combat bul- 
letins. They deal with missions and tasks in combat 
training and political education, carry stories about 
the best men of the subunit, their experience, re- 
veal untapped reserves and expose shortcomings. 


The above forms and means of propaganda 
work are only a few of many. Officers resort to 
various forms according to the situation, conditi- 
ons and possibilities. This makes propagenda work 
effective, helps mou'd lofty moral qualities in the 
men, enhance their political knowledge and fight- 
ing qualities. 


"Soviet Military Review", No 9, 1982 








AIR FORCES 


PILOT GROUND TRAINING: PART 3: TRAINING LESSONS 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 16-17 


[Article by Col Yu. Leonov, Military Pilot lst Class, under the rubric 


"Combat Training”: 


[Text] 


Training lessons (exercises, practice, drills) con- 
sist in multiple repetition of the actions studied 
for the purpose of perfecting skills in controlling 
the aircraft or its equipment in different conditions. 

Airmen’s work has become much more compli- 
cated. Crew members today have to take in and 
process in a very short time a great volume of in- 
formation from numerous instruments and warn- 
ing units, ground and on-board radio aids. This 
information generally takes . time to digest. Mo- 
reover, among the multitude of switches, levers 
and knobs the pilot has to choose quickly and 
faultlessly the one required at the given moment. 
A mistake in these conditions may entail grave 
consequences. Therefore, there is no need to 
prove the importance of training lessons during 
which airmen prepare for flights in complicated 
situations. 

Wide use of technical aids during training les- 
sons is a most efficient meihod for achieving the 
best results in teaching the pilots how to behave 
in different situations and in intensifying the pro- 
cess of instruction as a whole. In the Soviet Air 
Force flying personnel train on specialised and 
complex simulators. The former are used to work 
up separate operations in piloting, air navigation, 
combat use and operating the aircraft equipment. 
In their turn, they are subdivided into flight, firing, 
bombing, radio, etc. Specialised simulators help to 
mode! the dynamics and kinematics of control, 
guidance on the target, physical factors, external 
perturbances, jamming, and equipment failure. 


"Pilots' Ground Training"] 


Complex _imulators serve for training to execute 
all flight elements, including combat use. Besides 
the above mentioned actions they are used to mo- 
del movement on the ground during taxiing, ta- 
keoff and landing runs, the kinematics of guidance 
on the target, and sighting and navigation equip- 
ment and armament. 

‘On the preliminary training ay simuletors are 
used primarily by pilots who have started to work 
up new elements of combat use. The flight com- 
mander, under whose guidance the training les- 
sons take place, has a plan of drills in the most ty- 
pical exercises of the combat training course and 
in special flight situations, approved by the me- 
thods council. Each pian ci this kind provides for 
working up a definite theme; it includes typical 
narratives, commands, and crew members’ actions 
and reports. 

Training subjects are tied in with fulfilment oi 
the forthcoming missions and the neture of exer- 
cises planned for the future flights. For example, 
group flights require maximum attention to work- 
ing up the “on the ground as in the air" techni- 
que, whereas during bombing or firing at ground 
targets the stress is on training in the aircraft 
cockpit and using special equipment to work up 
tre crew's sequence of actions with the aircraft 
flying on the combat course. 

The plan of the drill should contain as many de- 
tails as possible so as to cover to the maximum 
all questions of the theme and to approximate as 
close as possible the situation being worked up 
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to that likely to arise in real flight. This also allows 
the most effective use of fhe time allotted for 
training. , 

oe cockpit or simulator training the flight 
commander sees to it that each crew member re- 
ports clearly the fulfilment of prescribed actions 
and what has happened in the air, after which in- 
dividual exercises are performed for compliance 
with the preset time standards. At this stage of the 
training the instructor's attention is focussed on 
exactness and strict sequence of the trainees ec- 
tions and on correctness in distributing and shift- 
ing attention. 
nk the following stage wide use is made of va- 
rious narratives to practise actions in complicated 
situations and quickness of reaction; 
lots are tested for readiness to take correct deci- 
sons in different flight situations. ; 

Drills largely contributing to develop operative 
thinking, the instructor requests the trainees during 
the critique at the end of the lesson to justify the 
decisions taken and disclose the physical essence 
of phenomena. 

it must be noted that narratives promote the pi- 
lot's psychological readiness for real flight, in 
which he acts in strict compliance with the rele- 
vant flight documents, thereby enhancing discip- 
line and ensuring flight safety. 

The importance of training lessons for pilots’ 
psychologica' training can hardly be overestimat- 
ed. Airmen sometimes find themse.ves in extre- 
mely difficult conditions, which are more likely to 
arise in real flight. On the simulator they rehearse 
not only actions envisaged by the theme of the 
lesson, but also those they wil! have to execute in 
special cases, thereby getting ready psychologi- 
cally for flights in complicated conditions. During 
the drills the commander has an opportunity to 
determine in good time the difficulties facing his 
subordinates in flight and to ensure their emotio- 
nal and volitional stability, proceeding from their 
ndividual peculiarities. 

Giving the trainees maximum independence in 
their actions and in decision-making guarantees 
success of any training lesson. At a preflight prac- 
tice the instructor issued the following narrative: 
“Plane lost control after takeoff. Catapult!’ The 
pilot executed the command without delay. He 
performed all operations correctly and got a high 
mark. It is doubtful, however, whether this mark 
reflected objectively the pilot's training standard, 
for the commander himself took the decision, leav- 
ing the trainee no option but to carry it out. In 
real flight the pilot will not always have the oppor- 
tunity to get advice, still less a ready-made deci- 
$10n 


besides, pi- 


~ It goes without saying that real flight with con- 
siderable overloads, abundant incoming informa- 
tion and other factors differs substantially from a 
simulated one. Nevertheless, a well thought-out 
drill saturated with diverse narratives enables the 
pilot to go through different variants and realise 
their complexity and the peculiarities of their per- 
formance. Mcreover, he can not only visualise 
them, but somehow feel them. This is the main ad- 
vantage of so-called imaginary flight. Recreating 
a certain complicated situation in his mind's eye 
with the aid of training equipment on the ground, 
the pilot fashions on the ground an optimal pat- 
tern of actions for performing individual operati- 
ons or the flight as a whole. 

The effectiveness of drills can be considerably 
enhanced if narratives are well thought out in ad- 
vance, diversified in character and made to re- 
semble the real state of affairs with due account of 

different events happening in the air. Equipment 
failures, for instance, are simulated at different 
stages of the flight, from takeoff to tanding, ac- 
tions to correct them being combined with the 
solution of practical questions, etc. All this cont- 
ributes to improve the pilot's professional training 
level and his psychological readiness for actions 
in complicated situations, and precludes stereoty- 
ped decisions. 

_ During a training lesson nothing escapes the 
 nstructor’s attention, be it the trainee’s behaviour 
or outward appearance, confidence of speech or 
pitch of voice, efficiency and precision of actions 
and radio exchanges, or critical estimate of his 
potentialities. In the complicated conditions creat- 
ed during the drill the instructor can see whether 
or not the pilot displays self-composure, combin- 
ing (without detriment to the quality of the flight) 
piloting with handling the sights, search for vari- 
ous objectives on the ground and in the wir and 
with exchange of information with the fligat cont- 
rol officer or guidance post. The individual fea- 
tures of the pilot's personality which become ap- 
parent on the ground attest to his moral and psy- 
chological qualities and his readiness for flight. 

It was said in the beginning that multiple repe- 
tition of certain actions is the basis of any drill. 
However, it is also most important for the com- 
mander or instructor, particularly during a critique, 
to analyse thoroughly the pilot's deviations in 
work, disclose their causes, which often are bey- 
ond the limits of the drill and establish the rela- 
tionship between these causes and the concrete 
individual. For this purpose, wide use is made of 
experiments with the aid of simulators in order to 
compare the data obtained with the results of rea! 
flights. 
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The quality of training depends largely on the 
instructor's proficiency and personal example. 
Exercising comprehensive control of the pilot's 
knowledge and skills and striving to ensure effi- 
ciency and strict sequence of actions in carrying 
out various narratives, he constantly shares his ex- 
perience with him and gives him advice on the 
best method of fulfilling the mission. Instructors 
attend special lessons at which they are taught to 
use technical aids and organise drills. 

Experience shows that the more complicated the 
aircraft equipment is, the greater is the role play- 
ed by the material training base, which largely 
contributes to improve engineering and special 
knowledge and acquire the necessary skills. Effi- 
cient and purposeful use of well-equipped clas- 
srooms, simulators, working models and other 
aids allows the physical processes occurring in the 
complicated aircraft equipment to be revealed 
with maximum clarity, and the skills required for 
successful use of modern technology and armea- 
ment in battle to be acquired with less difficulty. 
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GROUND FORCES 


COL GEN YU. POTAPOV ON TANK TROOPS DAY 
Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 9-12 


Armoured Administration 
"September 12--Tankmen's 


[Article by Col Gen Yu. Potapov, Chief of the Main 
of the USSR Ministry of Defense, under the rubric: 
Day": “Armoured Shield of the Motherland"] 


[Text] 


——_= 








Yuri Mikhailovich Potapov was born in 1925. He began his active service in 1943. Potapov participat- 
ed in the Great Patriotic War. In the postwar period he graduated from the Military Academy of Ar- 
moured Forces, the General Staff Academy and successively went through all command and staff 
posts in tactical and operation links. He was Chief of Staff and First Deputy Commander of the Far 
Eastern Military District. Colonel-General Potapov is a member of the CPSU, and has been awarded 





many Soviet Orders and medals. 


The Armed Forces of the USSR justify the high 
trust of the Party and the people. Jointly with the 
fighting men of the Warsaw Treaty countries they 
reliably guard the revolutionary gains of the 
working people and are a powerful weapon in 
defence of peace. 

The Land Forces are an inalienable part of the 
Soviet Armed Forces. They always played an im- 
portant role in defending the state interests of the 
Soviet Union. The Land Forces today are repre- 
sented by modern missiles, tanks, IFVs and va- 
ricus other materiel skilfully handled by service- 
men. Among all the fighting arms the tank forces 
occupy a special place. They are called the ar- 
n.oured shield of the Motherland, the main strik- 
ing power of the Land Forces. This is quite ob- 
vious because modern tank forces are a power- 
ful weapon cf armed struagle, intended for car- 
rying out the most important missions in various 
xinds of combat actions. 


The Soviet Tank Forces were born during the 
first days of the formation of the Soviet Army. 
They have covered a long and glorious road in 
their development and stood all tests with credit. 
The most difficult of them was the perfidious sur- 
prise attack of Hitler Germany launched on the 
Soviet Union on June 22, 1941. The Soviet forces 
had to fight heavy defensive battles against the 
nazi invaders on an enormous front — from the 
Black Sea to the Barents Sea. It was difficult for 
the tankmen too. The rearmament which began 
prior to the Great Patriotic War in tank and me- 
chanised formations had not yet been ended. 
Therefore many units had deficiencies in combat 
equipment, there were not enough new tanks. Ne- 
vertheless, in the very first frontier defensive en- 
gagemerts the Soviet Army delivered tangible 
blows at the enemy as a result of which he sus- 
tained heavy losses. Thus, Soviet units and forma- 
tions successfully fought in battles at Shaulyai, 
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Brest and Grodno. A large-scale meeting enga- 
gement in the first period of the war took place in 
the Lutsk-Brody-Rovwno area. During this engage- 
ment the Soviet tankmen displayed higt skill, de- 
monstreted courag2? and iron staunchness. 

The Soviet Tank Forces played an important 
role in the Battle of Moscow. it is here that a num- 
ber of tank brigades were named Guards for their 
competent and courageous actions. The 4th Tank 
Brigade uncer Colone! M. Katukov, later Marshal 
of +he Armoured Forces, twice Hero of the Soviet 
Union, distinguished itself particularly. The tank- 
men of this brigade put 43 enemy tanks and 16 an- 
titank guns out of action in a single day. 

| should lixe to note that nearly 800 Soviet 
tanks and self-propelled guns took part in the 
counteroffens:ve launched in December 1941 near 
Moscow. Later on the power of tank blows cons- 
‘antiy increased. For example, up to 1,500 So- 
vie’ tanks participated in the Battle of Stalingrad, 
whie over 6,000 armoured vehicles were engag- 
ec ir the Berlin operation. It should be stressed 
that tne Soviet Tank Forces were superior to the 
enemy not only in quantity, but also in quality, 
They were armed with more powerful and ma- 
noeuvrabie tanks such as the T-34, the JS-2, the 
JSU-152, JSU-122. The tankmen made full use of 
their perfect performance in battle and won many 
a victory over ine eneny 

It was the great merit of the workers and en- 


gineers in our tank-bu'd:ing industry thet they 
were able to acheve the best combination of 
combat characteristics ie fire power, armour 
protection and mobi! ty with minimal weight. 


Simplicity in design with technological perfection 
made :. ecs.er to organise large serial production 
while the vehicie’s capacities made it possible to 
carry on their modernisation during the war 
without break:ng serial production 

While doing justice to the heroic !abour of the 
glorious workers in the rear — the Soviet tank 
builders — who gave over 100,000 tanks and sell- 
propelled guns to the front, one should also un- 
derline the enormous contribution made to main- 
taining the high and constant fighting efficiency 
of the tank forces by the soldiers of repair units 
who during the war returned more than 400,000 
fighting vehicles to the front 

The Motherland highly appraised the 
feats of arms of tne Soviet tankmen 
thousand soldiers, sergeants, starshinas, officers 
and generals of the armoured and mechanised 
forces were awarded Orders and medals; 1,142 
of them were honoured with the high title of 
Hero of the Soviet Union. For competent leader- 
ship of the forces and personal heroism 16 tank- 
men were awarded this title twice. Al! six tank 
armies existing by the end of the wer became 
Guards formations. The Presidium of the USSR 


heroic 
Hundred 
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consideration the 
and me- 


Supreme Soviet, taking 


into 
particular importance of the armoured 
chanised forces and their outstanding merits in 
the Great Patriotic War and also the great services 


of tank-builders in equipping the Soviet Armec 
Forces with armoured materie! instituted the an- 
nual celebration of Tankmen’s Day by its decree 
of July 11, 1946. 

In recent years the tank forces have radically 
changed. We remember the T-34 tank as the bes! 
tank of the Second World War, we admire its de- 
signers. However, modern tanks have considera- 
bly surpassed their predecessors. Such fighting ve- 
hicles as the 1-54, the 1-55, the T-62, the T-72 are 
capable of destroying moving armoured targets 
at great distances practically with the first shot, 
they possess reliable armour protection, a great 
range without refuelling and night vision devices. 

In order to use the combat capabilities of the 
materiel fully and efficiently various subunits such 
as motorised infantry, rocket, artillery, AD, eng:- 
neer, signa! and others are included in the tank 
forces. This creates the prerequisites for succes- 
sful combat actions not only jointly with other 
fighting arms, but also independently in separate, 
isolated directions out of contact with the main 
forces. As a whole, the tank forces are capable of 
carrying out rapid marches to great distances, ma- 
noeuvring flexibly on the battlefield, pressing 
home the attack at high speeds, fighting strong 
enemy groupings making massive use of tanks 
and artillery, and of negotiating big water obstac- 
les on the move. When necessary they can quickly 
create stable defences, carry out decisive couri- 
terattacks and deliver counterblows. 











The main strength and pride of the Soviet Tank 
Forces which are close-knit and possess high 
‘ighting efficiency are their officers and men. The 
tankmen’s service is not a simple one. Though a 
contemporary soldier is a man with, as a rule, a 
secondary genera! or even higher education, in 
order to master armoured equipment perfectly, 
he must work hard. The tank forces possess mo- 
Gern training faci'ities for the purpose. Suffice it 
to say that the tankmen acquire skill in driving 
their armoured vehicles with the help of special 
equipment, for example, the cine-trainer, which 
makes it possible to reproduce with great accu- 
racy the dynamics of vehicle contro! with due re- 
gard for the terrain. 

Soviet tankmen have a high ideological steel- 
ing, military and special training. They hold sacr- 
ed the glory of the older generation's tankmen, 


are devoted to the heroic traditions of units and 


formations where they serve, and full of determi- 
nation to indefatigably strengthen the combat 
might of the Soviet Army. Devotion to the Com- 
munist Party and the Soviet people, high moral 
and combat qualities, collectivism, friendship and 


army comradeship, striving to guard vigilantly the 
peaceful labour of the peoples of the socialist 
countries are characteristic features of the person- 
nel of the tank forces and o! all servicemen in the 
USSR Armed Forces. 

The entire history of our country is a vivid 
example of steady and consistent implementation 
of a peace-loving foreign policy. It is well known 
that the first legislative act of the young Soviet 
Republic was the Lenin Decree on Peace, in which 
the principle of peaceful coexistence of states 


with different social systems was advanced. The 
Soviet people has always needed peace and only 
peace. And it is through no fault of the Soviet 
Union that it had to build the new life while 
strengthening at the same time the country’s de- 
fence capability. We were forced to do so be- 
cause of the real danger of a military attack on 
the part of the imperialist states, which while 
shouting about a “soviet military threat repeate- 
diy attempted to try the strength of the Soviet 
Union. 

More than 40 years have passed since the per- 


fidious attack |aunched on our country. This date 
revives in the memory of the Soviet people stern 
lessons of history and calls for constant vigilance 
against the sinister intrigues of imperialism, whose 
bellicosity is increasing more and more. Thus, re- 
presentatives of the aggressive NATO bloc spar- 
INg NO pains to substantiate their thesis of a “So- 
viet military threat’ say that the Warsaw Treaty 
member-countries have by far more tanks in 
Europe and that the groupings of the land forces 
are numerically not equal. What one can say in 
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this connection? The 26th CPSU Congress pointed 
out: “It is true that the Soviet Union has more of 
them. But the NATO countries, too, have a large 
number. Besides, they have considerably more 
antitank weapons.” 

One should not forget that in 1980 our country 
unilaterally withdrew from the territory of the 
German Democratic Republic 1,000 tanks and re- 
duced the Soviet military contingent in that coun- 
try accordingly. And what was the response of 
the NATO bloc to this peaceful move? They decid- 
ed to deploy in the near future additionally nearly 


600 US medium-range missiles on the territories of 
the FRG, Britain and Italy, to carry out redeploy- 
ment of the American forces in Europe closer to 
the borders of the socialist countries. 


The CPSU and the Soviet Government carry 
out a tireless struggle to avert the threat of a 
world nuclear war and to curb the arms race. The 
decisions to end unilaterally the deployment of 
nuclear medium-range weapons in the European 
part of the USSR and even to carry out a certain 
reduction of missiles of this class already deploy- 
ed and also the new proposals of the Soviet 
Union to limit the military activity of states advanc- 
ed by L. |. Brezhnev in his speech at the 17th 
Congress of the Trade Unions of the USSR were 
directed precisely at averting this threat. But the 
NATO leadership headed by the US Administra- 
tion did not display readiness to meet these pro- 
posals. 


Lately the USA unilaterally refused to discuss a 
number of important military problems. In particu- 
lar, negotiations on questions of limiting the sale 
and supply of conventional weapons and on full 
and universal prohibition of nuclear tests were 
frustrated. By the fault of the USA negotiations on 
reduction of armed forces and armaments in Cent- 
ral Europe were also blocked. Instead of peaceful 
constructive proposals the USA started a verbose 
balancing with figures concerning the numerical 
strength of the armed forces deployed here. And 
as is known they are approximately equal on both 
sides. 


Take the talks about tanks. Several years ago 
the opinion was current that with the advent of 
new weapons of fighting tanks including ATGMs, 
etc, tanks were losing their significance. And now, 
as if they had forgotten this assertion, they ter- 
rorise their peoples with “hordes of Soviet tanks.” 


“We have not sought,” said L. |. Brezhnev at 
the 26th CPSU Congress, ‘and do not seek mili- 
tary superiority over the other side. That is not our 
policy. But neither will we permit the building up 
of any such superiority over us. Attempts of that 
kind and talking to us from a position of strength 
are absolutely futile.’ 














————___—_ 


The peaceableness of the socialist community 
states should not be taken as weakness. The 
countries of socialism possess everything neces- 
sary to reliably defend the constructive labour of 
their peoples and in case of attack to give a ti- 
mely and worthy repulse to any aggression whe- 
rever it may come from and whatever means the 
eggressor may try to use. The Soviet tankmen like 
all fighting men of the USSR Armed Forces stub- 
bornly and persistently improve their combat skill 
and achieve new successes in mastering modern 
armament and equipment, strengthen military dis- 


cipline, order and organisation and enhance their 
combat readiness. 


One cannot fail to mention the high skill the 
tankmen displayed during the Zapad-81 and Fri- 
endship-82 exercises. The armoured forces had to 
carry out complicated missions in situations ap- 
proximating real fighting. They carried out mar- 
ches, engaged the “enemy” by day and by night, 
negotiated various natural obstacles, destroyed 
on the move suddenly appearing targets. The 
tankmen demonstrated not only a high combat 
spirit, but also skill, ability, courage and endu- 
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rance. They showed strength, readiness to come 
forward at any minute for the defence of their 
Motherland and the countries of the socialist com- 
munity. 


Under the leadership of the Communist Party 
the Soviet people are carrying out with great en- 
thusiasm the majestic tasks of the communist cons- 
truction in our country advanced by the 26th CPSU 
Congress. 


The fighting men of the USSR Armed Forces 
deeply recognise the responsibility imposed on 
them by the Party and the Government for fulfil- 
ling the mission of defending peaceful labour of 
the Soviet people, the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the state, the defence of peace and 
socialism. 


The men of the tank forces see their duty in 
persistent improvement of their combat skill, 
steady enhancement of combat readiness, active 
participation in socialist emulation to meet worthi- 
ly the 60th anniversary of the formation of the 
USSR under the motto: “Reliable defence of the 
Soviet people's peaceful labour!"’ 

The tankmen are full of determination to achi- 
eve in the jubilee year new high indices in combat 
training and politica! education. 


"Soviet Military Review", No 9, 1982 








GROUND FORCES 


MOTORIZED RIFLE UNIT: ASSAULT CROSSING EXERCISE DESCRIBED 
Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 18-20 


[Article by Col M, Loginov: "Training in Assault Crossing" ] 


[Text] ; . —— 


———eer = 





PREPARATION FOR EXERCISE, ADVANCE 
TO THE AREA 





the terrain where a river 200 m wide flowed. 
Here there were good conditions for work- 
ing up the planned training questions successful- 
ly in an instructive tactical situation. Thus, in the 
beginning subunits were able to deploy from the 
march into prebattle formation, to mount the per- 
sonnel on APCs and load the combat equipment 
on assault ferrying craft undetected by the “ene- 
my, to approach the water barrier and after an 
assault crossing to rapidly attack the defenders. 
During the preparation the exercise . director 
(the regimental commander) outlined the follow- 
ing aims of the exercise: to improve skills and ha- 
bits of commanders in controlling their subunits 
during an assault crossing on the move, to train 
the servicemen in coordinated actions and to de- 
velop in them high moral and combat qualities. 
Proceeding from this the training missions were 
defined. They were: advance of.a Mts Inf Bn to 
the river, assdult crossing on the move and attack 
of the “enemy” on the opposite bank. 

Great attention was paid to studying the exer- 
cise area. To carry out on-the-spot reconnaissance 
the exercise director went with his deputy, staff 
officers and subunit commanders. He specified the 
previously elaborated tactical situation, determin- 
ed the areas for working up the training questi- 
ons, the methods of designating the ‘enemy,’ 
whose actions were to be simulated by a motoris- 
ed infantry platoon. In conclusion he gave instruc- 


T* EXERCISE was organised on a sector of 
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ons to prepare the personnel, combat equip- 
ment and weaponry and to organise comman- 
dant’s, evacuation and rescue services. 

The advance to the exercise area was carried 
out in conditions of the “enemy” opposition. Sub- 
units repulsed attacks of his aviation and recon- 


naissance and sabotage parties, negotiated mine 
fields installed by the distance-type method ac- 
cording to the narrative. Despite this the batta- 
lion took up the assault position in good time. 

Having made sure that the commandant's, eva- 
cuation and rescue services, crossing means and 
the personnel detailed to designate the ‘‘ene- 
my were ready, the exercise director summoned 
subunit commanders (down to platoon inclusive). 
After announcing the topic of the exercise, the 
training questions and aims, he acquainted the 
trainees with the tactical! situation. 





ON THE APPROACHES TO THE RIVER 





The “enemy” under the cover of smai! subunits, 
artiilery fire and air attacks was withdrawing in the 
northern direction, trying to make use of the wa- 
ter barrier to organise stable defences. To prevent 
him from doing so, the Ist Mts Inf Bn reinforced 
with a Tk Coy was assigned the mission: to carry 
out an assault crossing of the Shirokaya River on 
the move in the sector of Vysokaya Wood-barn, 
to destroy the “enemy” on the opposite bank and 
to capture the line: Hill 155.4-Hill 167.2 (see 
Sketch). 

Then the battalion CO assigned missions to the 
subunits. 

The Ist Mts Inf Coy was to advance in the di- 
rection: west of ruins-stones, carry out an assault 
crossing in the sector — Vysokaya Wood-bu- 
shes and capture the line: barrow — 2.3-barrow 
*1.8. Further to advance in the direction of Hill 
155.4. 

The 2nd Mts Inf Coy was to advance in the di- 
rection: road fork-Hill 166.5, to force the river 
in the sector — bushes-road, capture the line: 
barrow -1.8-eastern slopes of Hill 170.2, and 


pursue the offensive in the direction of a separate 
house. 


The 3rd Mts Inf Coy was to advance in the di- . 


rection: eastern edge of Nizkaya Wood-bar- 
row +2, to force the river in the sector — road- 
barn, capture the northern slopes of Hill 157.4 
and pursue the offensive in the direction of Hill 
167.2. 


The Tk Coy was to advance in the direction: 
barrow +1.5-eastern slopes of Hill 166.5, to 
approach the line — stones-Hill 166.5, by fire 
from the halt to cover crossing of the river by the 
motorised infantry, then carry out an assault cros- 
sing on tracked amphibious ferries to the oppo- 
site bank and, pressing home the attack in the 
direction: barrow 1.8-separate house, in coope- 
ration with subunits of the Mts Inf Bn to capture 
the line — Hill 155.4-Hill 167.2. 


After that a mortar and ATGM batteries were 
also assigned missions. ’ 


Two combat reconnaissance patrols each con- 
sisting of a motorised infantry platoon were de- 
tailed to carry out reconnaissance of the “ene- 
my.” Their mission was to ascertain the presence 
of the “enemy” on the approaches to the water 
barrier, to locate his strong points and fire wea- 
pons on the opposite bank and to determine ad- 
vantac2ous places for crossings. 


Having checked how the subunit commanders 
understood the assigned missions, the exercise di- 
rector informed them that the first training ques- 
tion would be worked up by elements: actions of 
reconnaissance patrols, deployment of subunits 
from route formation to prebattle and battle for- 
mation, and destruction of the “enemy” on the ap- 
proaches to a water obstacle. Then company com- 
manders were given time to brief their subordina- 
tes on the mission. This work was controlled by 
the exercise director, the battalion CO and the 
staff officers. 

Then the exercise director advanced to Hill 
162.8, which provided good observation of the 
ground. At the set time the signal was given for 
the combat reconnaissance patrols to advance. 
Making use of the accidents of the terrain they 
moved forward to the water barrier. A particularly 
instructive situation arose in the zone of actions 
of the left-flank combat reconnaissance patrol. 
Having passed the Nizkaya Wood this patrol de- 
tected the ‘enemy’ on the western slopes of Hill 
166.5. The platoon commander reported it to the 
battalion CO. Then the combat reconnaissance 
patrol approached the water edge and started to 
carry out reconnaissance. 

This was carried out in accordance with the gi- 
ven situation. Having concentrated the main atten- 
tion on determining the depth and speed of the 
river, on choosing advantageous places for an as- 


sault crossing and ferrying combat equipment, the 
platoon commander also assigned the mission to 
observe the “enemy.” That is why any targets ap- 
pearing on the opposite bank were immediately 
detected. While the combat reconnaissance patrol 
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was Carrying out reconnaissance of the “enemy” 
and the terrain, and then forcing the river, the 
companies were fulfilling their missions. Observ- 
ing the subordinates’ actions the exercise director 
assessed the degree of subunits’ team-work, che- 























with Tk Coy 











cked how the prescribed directions of the offen- 
sive and also intervals between the advancing 
platoons and companies were observed. Before 
the assau't crossing he held a partial critique, 
drew attention to the fact that success depended 
to @ great extent on resolute actions to destroy 
the enemy covering the approaches to the water 
barrier 
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~ The Tk Coy was the first to resume the move- 
ment on the signal. It was followed by the Ist, 
2nd, and 3rd Mts Inf Coys. Some time later, 2 
group simulating “enemy” actions opened fire at 
the Tk Coy from Hill 166.5. Having given one pla- 
toon the order to pin down the “enemy” on the 
front, the company commander using two pla- 
toons outflanked the “enemy” strong point from 
the right. Having failed to beat off the flank at- 
tack, the defenders began to withdraw. Pursuing 
them the Tk Coy soon reached the indicated line 
and after taking up advantageous fire positions, 
opened fire at the targets detected on the oppo- 
site bank. Making usé of such protection the mo- 
torised infantry advanced swiftly towards the ri- 
ver. 





THE ASSAULT CROSSING 





The second training question was also worked 
up by elements: approach of the motorised in- 
fantry subunits to the sectors of the assault cros- 
sing, crossing of the river on the move, attack and 
destruction of the “enemy” on the opposite bank, 
loading of tanks and mortars on ferrying craft and 
ferrying them. 

Before the trainees started working up the first 
element, the exercise director withdrew compa- 
nies some 500 m from the water edge. Here he 
specified the order of the subunits’ actions. Then 
after checking the readiness of the commandant's, 
evacuation and rescue services he gave the signal. 
The :FVs rushed to the river. At that time the Tk 
Coy, Mort Bty and ATGM subunit opened fire at 
the strong points on the opposite bank. The AD 
P| took up defensive positions on the northern 
slopes of Hill 166.5 and prepared to repulse an 
air attack. 


= 


Using fire of the supporting means the Mts Inf 
Coys carried out an assault crossing of the water 
barrier on the move. The personnel acted quickly 
and harmoniously. 

Sections and platoons who were the first in ne- 
gotiating the river, deployed in battle formation 
and launched an attack. The drivers of APCs also 
acted competently. They skilfully used the pecu- 











charities of accidents of the terrain thus creating 
the possibility for machine gunners to support the 
attackers with their fire. 

While the motorised infantry under the bat- 
talion CO was fulfilling the assigned mission on 
the near bank, the loading of tanks on tracked 
amphibious ferries and mortars and ATGMs on 
amphibious personne! carriers was worked up. On 
the signal of the exercise director the assault 
landing craft advanced to the places indicated. 
The tank platoons, leaving the fire positions, mo- 
ved to the sector of the planned crossing on tra- 
cked amphibious ferries. The Mort Bty and ATGM 
subunit advanced to the southern slopes of Hill 
166.5, where they began loading on amphibious 
personnel cerriers. 

The assault crossing was carried out under the 
cover of tank fire, the tanks remained on the near 
bank. Besides, they fulfilled the requests of the 
commanders of the Mts inf Coys to destroy de- 
tected “enemy” fire weapons. As a result of ac- 
curate and coordinated actions by all subunits, 
the reinforced Mts Inf Bn carried out the assault 
crossing on the move in a short time and, pressing 
home the attack, soon reached the line indicated. 
That was the end of this tactical exercise. At the 
critique the exercise director analysed the way 
the training questions had been worked up noted 
the mistakes made and showed how to correct 
them and commended the men who had distin- 
guished themselves at the exercise. 
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T-72 TANK DESCRIBED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 30-31 


[Article by Eng Col D, Ivanov, under the rubric "Weapons and Equipment" 


"The T-72 Tank"] 


(Text ] 


A modern tank is an_ intricate 
comba. vehicle developed on the 
bas's of the latest scientific and 
technologicea! echevements, perticu- 
lerly in the freld of electronics, op- 
ties. radio engineering, mechenics, 
chemistry and power engineering. it 
is a multipurpose machine adapted, 
due to an advantageous combine- 
tion of armement, armour protection 
and high mobility, for battle under 
direct enemy fire 

Being a most effective and uni- 
versa! weapon, tenks ere used in 
dillerent kinds of bettie, helping to 
carry oul numerous tactical and fire 
Missions. 

The creation of the T-72 tank, 
which meets the strict requiremen's 
of modern battle, is ¢ new step in 
the development of the Soviet tank 
building industry. Prior to its edop- 
lion for service in the Land Forces 
it underwent severe trie! and held 
tests 

The wealth of expenence eccu- 
muisted by the Sowet tank building 
industry provided the basis for de- 
signing the T-72. which hes quite «@ 
few features in common with such 
tanks as the 1-54, 1-55 and T-62. On 
the other hand, it differs from its 
predecessors by its lower si/houette, 


greater ground clearance, more po- 
werful long-baerre! gun, and its six 
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peirs of road wheels instead of five 
as in the above-mentioned tenks. 

According to the time-tested cles- 
sical design, the 1-72 tank's front 
section houses the engine compert- 
ment with all the necessery controls 
and instruments, and the = driver's 
seat. The fighting compariment oc- 
cupying the central pert of the hull! 
and the turret conteins the arme- 
ment, ammunition stowage, redio set, 
intercommunicetion system, and vi- 
sion and fire contro! devices. The 
commander's and gunner’s action 
stations ere also in the fighting com- 
periment. Housed in the reer pert 
of the vehicle is the engine com- 
periment, including the power plent 
and transmission units. 

in principle there is no difference 
between the world’s first tank de- 
signed by the Russian inventor A. 
Porokhovshchikov in 1915 and the 
most modern one. However, the 
machine hes undergone tremendous 
improvements. First of ell, its fire 
power has grown immeasurably. 
Shortly before the Second World Wer 
many models of tenks were armed 
only with machine guns or 20-37-mm 
cannons. During the wer the celibre 
of medium tank cannons wes 76- 
88 mm. Modern vehicies carry nee- 
vier then 100-mm cennons. 
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The e-mament of the T-72 tank inc- 
ludes a 125-mm smoothbore cannon, 
@ 762-mm coaxial machine gun and 


a 127-mm AD machine gun. The 
cannon is used ageins! enemy tanks 


and scif-propelied guns to neutre- 
lise his artillery and verious fire 
weepons, end destroy his menpo- 


wer. It is noteworthy thet the gun 
can fire both from open end cover- 
ed positions, the latter circumstence 
being @ major aedventege of the 
T-72 over the tanks of the Second 
World War. The coexze! machine 
gun is effective against enemy in- 
fantry, and the AD machine gun has 
@ high hit probability in firing at 
low-flying tergets. 


A tank's frre power is cherecteris- 
ed not only by the armament cali- 
bre, but also by the renge of fire. 
In the event of hard-core shells 
being used the point-blank range is 
2,100 m Despite seperete loading 
the practicable rate of fire is not 
reduced. This has become possible 
due to the use (for the first time in 
the world) of automatic loading. This 
hes eso obvieted the need for the 
loader. The range of indirect fire by 
high-explosive shells is 9,400 m. 


High accuracy of fire is anotner 
feature of the T-72 tank gun. The 
360° revolving turret ensures quick 
transfer of fire in any direction. The 
gun is provided with @ stabilisation 
system, which functions as follows. 
The stabiliser “memorises” the gun 
laying. After the gunner hes teken 
aim @ specie! device locks the ber- 
rel on position, while the stebiliser 


holds it in the initial laying position. 
When the tenk moves on rough ter- 
‘ain only its hull wibretes, with the 
gun berre! remaining fixed. Tris 
enables the gunner to deliver « 
highly accurate aimed fire on the 
move whenever necetsery. The boss 
on the gun berre! houses en ejec- 
thon device to expe! powder geses. 

The designers heve meade pro- 
vision for rations! errangement of 
the ammunition, which is kept in the 
ammunition stowege rack (specially 
arranged inside the hull). The 1-72 
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tank ammunition includes herd-core, 
hollow-charge and high-explosive 
shells. 

High effectiveness of fire is also 
ensured by vision and sighting de- 
vices, which enable the crew to re- 
conno:tre the terrain and detect and 
destroy tergets by gun or machine- 
gun lire without opening the het- 
ches. The tank is equipped with night 
vision devices used in driving and 
firing, and also with a range finder 
sight, owing to whith the vehicle 
can move and fire both by day and 
by night. 

in developing the 1-72 the de- 
signers peid much attention to ar- 
mour protection. The tank hes «¢ 
shell-prool armour capable of dei- 
lecting or absorbing the huge ener- 
gy (emounting to hundreds and 
even thousends of h.p.) arising dur- 
ing the impact. The armour combin- 
ed with the hermetically sealed hul! 


protects the crew egeinst luminous, 
thermal and penetrating redistion, 
nucleer blest shock weve, toxic 
egeats and redioective substances. 

Compered to enother modern So- 
viet tenk T-62 (see SMR No. 3, 1980) 
the mass of the 1-72 is somewhat 
superior — 41 t against 37 |. Like the 
T-62, however, the 1-72 is highly 
manoeuvrable. A powerlu! 780-hp 
engine (ageinst 580 hp on the T-62) 
ensures en average 35-45 km/h 
speed on dirt roeds, and up to 
59 km/h on highways. The meximum 
speed on highways is 60 km/h. 

Modern battle being characterised 
by the use of diverse fire weapons 
and striking means, particularly dur- 
ing operations in mounteins and 
inhabited locelities, manoeuvrabi- 
lity acquires peramount importence. 
The 1-72 fully meets this require- 
ment: its crew cen quickly chenge 
direction or speed, turn the vehicie 
on @ smal! eres, etc 

The 1-72 hes high cross-country 
ability on snow, ploughiend, quick- 
sand and marshes. it can negotiste 
revines, bomb creters and other ob- 
stacles. This is lergely due to the 
powerful engine, low specific 
ground pressure, and lerge ground 





The 1-72 tanh: 


tank: 


| — cannon; 2 — driver-mechan«: 3 — range finder sight; 
lighting: 6 — tank commander; 7 — AD machine gun: 8 — cluster elevating mechanism: 
11 — charge and shell in feeding mechanism; 12 — rotating feeding mechanism 


4 — gum layer: 


9 — engine: 


5 — observation device 


10 — fuel 
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clearance. In spite of the vehicle's 
IMposing mass, its specific ground 
pressure is only 0.83 kgf/cm?, just a 
little W:gher then that of a man. This 
is achieved by using wide (580 mm) 
tracks with » large surface ares The 


470-mm ground clearance makes it 
possible for the tank to clear various 
rocks, bou'ders and mounds it 
shou'd be noted for the sake of 
cemparison that the ground cliee- 
rance of the T-62, also a highly ma- 
noeuvrab.e vehicie, 1s 430 min. 


Be:.ses the diverse water cros- 
sing facilities, e.g. bridges, ferries, 
pontoons, the tank can negotiate 


water barriers inoving on the bottom 
by means of a specie! deeo-wading 
equipment (OWE) The OWE set ins- 
telled on the T-72 ensures sdequate 
weter-tightness for the vehicie and 
reguier air supply for the crew. it 
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also allows a set course to be mein- 
tained and the necessary safety pre- 
cautions to be taken in good time 
Using the DWE the T-72 can nego- 
tiete weter berriers hundreds of 
metres wide and up to five metres 
deep. 


Tanks are used both in offensive 
and defensive battle To ensure ste- 
bility of defence, they are placed 
under cov7r. The T-72 is provided 
with special equipment (dozer) for 
digging covers. It is equipped 
with @ mine sweeper to make pas- 
sages in mine fields 


it should be said in conclusion 
thet « well-trained T-72 crew pos- 
sessing high more! and psychologr 
cal qualities can cope with any mis- 
sion in diverse conditions of mo- 


dern bettie 
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STRATEGIC ROCKET FORCES 


UNIT TRAINING METHODS AND RESULTS DESCRIBED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 25-30 


[Article by Colonel A. Fedorov: "In Behalf cf High Quality in Combat Dut/"] 


[Text] The motherland entrusted powerful weapons to the strategic missilemen 
weapons created by the talented labor of scientists, designers, engineers, 
technicians and laborers. The soldiers are proud of this trust, and they are 
devoting allof their strength, knowledge and all of the fervor of their hearts 
to selfless service to the fatherland. Day and night, at all times of the 


year, they alertly serve combat duty, protecting the peaceful, creative labor 
of the Soviet people. 


Enlisted men, NCOs, warrant officers and officers of the unit commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel I. Shelestov are performing their patriotic duty with 
special success. This collective initiated the socialist competition in the 
Strategic Rocket Forces for an honorable welcome to the 60th anniversary of 
the USSR's formation. Haviny adopted substantial pledges, they are holding 
to their word. Sixty percent of the subunits and 65 percent of the combat 
crews in the unit have earned the outstanding rating. Every other officer 
has become a master of combat qualification. The personnel are performing 
their training missions with high quality, and they are serving combat duty 
in exemplary fashion. 


These indicators are a manifestation of the conscientious, self-sacrificing 
labor of the soldiers, and of the great purposeful work done by commanders, 
political workers and the party and Komsomol organizations. Making up the 
strong political nucleus of the collective , the unit's communists are sup- 
porting a business-like atmosphere in it and encouraging high ambitions in 
military proficiency through their passionate words and personal example. 
Following the All-Army Conference of Primary Party Organization Secretaries 
the sociopolitical activity and the creative initiative of party members 
increased noticeably. Every day they explain to their fellow servicemen 
Lenin's commandments and the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress and the 
May (1982) CPSU Central] Committee Plenum, and they are injecting, into all 
aspects of the life and service of the personnel, a spirit of healthy dis- 
Satisfaction with present achievements and a deep understanding of the need 
for being perpetually on guard, for improving combat readiness every day in 
the face of the greater military danger. 











nalyzing the sources of the successes of themissilemen in training and , 
competition, one would inevitably be persuaded that much depends on the 
commander, on the level of his professional training, on his organizational 
capabilities and on his ability to rely upon communists. The commander 
works in close contact with the political worker and the party bureau sec- 
retary, he provides a personal example of efficiency, adherence to party 
principles and sociopolitical activity, and he always heeds the proposals of 
his assistants. When combined with exactingness and a constant concern for 
people, these qualities help Lieutenant Colonel Shelestov to lead the 
collective to its goals: reaffirming the unit's outstanding rating in the 
jubilee year, raising its combat readiness even higher and performing combat 
duty with nothing less than an outstanding score. 


Training and indoctrination have been well organized in the unit through the 
combined efforts of the commander, the political worker and the officers. 
Lessons and training sessions are conducted in organized fashion, in condi- 
tions as close as possible to those of combat. In them the missilemen acquire 
firm knowledge and habits and the necessary moral, combat and psychological 
jualities, they learn to surmount difficulties, and they prepare themselves 
fully for combat duty. Naturally this did not all come about right away, and 
it did not come about spontaneously. 


Back at the beginning of the training year the conmander, the deputy for po- 
litical affairs and the staff took the organization of the training process 
and the socialist competition in the subunits in their strict control. On 
analyzing the local state of affairs they revealed that not all officers 

were persistently fighting to raise the intensity and quality of personnel 
training. Some of them did not know how to correctly plan their work day and 
to explain tasks clearly to their subordinates. Others exhibited a signi- 
ficant discrepancy between planning and actual results. And finally, reduced 
exactingness towards the soldiers and toward the quality of the performance 
of their missions was another fault that was discovered. 

The commander thoroughly analyzed all of the shortcomings at a meeting of 

the officers, after which they were examined at a party meeting. Those to 
blame were punished strictly along both official and party lines, and con- 
crete measures by which to eliminate the causes of these negative phencmena 
were planned. The party bureau and the Komsomol committee increased the 
jemands they laid upon communists and Komsomol members~--officers, warrant 
officers and NCOs--for the quality of the lessons. Responding to the de- 
cision of the meeting, command and staff communists exerted a greater in- 
fluence in order to improve the organization of integrated training provided 
to combat crews prior to assuming combat duty. 


What were the concrete manifestations of this effort? They generalized the 

experience of the best commanders and political workers, those who competently 

organized the training and indoctrination and who made sure that combat 

duty was served in cutstanding fashion, and they brought it to the awareness 

»9f all officers. Displaying creative initiative, CPSU members A. Yerzunov 

and G. Voronkin considered all innovations and the best experience when they 

developed, for the officers of the subunits, improved manuals on practical 

training for combat crews, training maps, a catalogue of scenario inputs for 
mbat training missions and standards, and planning schedules for integrated 
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As a result the training afforded to members of the combat crews became more 
purposeful and effective. The training principle of going "from the simple 
to the complex" is now strictly followed in all of the subunits. Before, 

as an example, the fight for time in integrated lessons and training sessions 
sometimes crowded everything else out in the subunit commanded by Officer 

A. Pan'shin: both the individual actions of the specialists and the quality 


with which the operations were performed. And of course, the results of such 
training were not very high. 


Now the young specialist begins his training on an individual basis under the 
Guidance of an experienced officer. This goes on until such time that the 
Student begins to satisfy the standards with outstanding scores. In this 
case special attention is turned to the completeness and correctness of all 
Operations and to the efficiency of the work procedures. Then begins the 
work on coordinating the actions of the crew in satisfaction of group stan- 
dards. And the last, concluding stage of training consists of integrated 
combat training missions uSing trainers. Here the situation is made more 
complex, and it is saturated with diverse technical and tactical inputs. 
And if a trained crew can act competently and efficiently in an exercise, 
it is able to handle the most difficult tasks while on combat duty. 


An example along these lines can be found in the subunit commanded by Officer 
V. Mikheyev. Here the stopwatch is an invariable satellite of lessons and 
training sessions in every combat crew. But besides time, another aspect of 
the matter is also kept under strict control--the quality, completeness and 
correctness of all operations. 


A training material base satisfying modern requirements was created in the 
unit with the most active participation of the party organization. Even 
before tnis, many efficiency proposals had been submitted. Simulators, op- 
erating mock-ups and functional devices were manufactured. They were 
doubtlessly beneficial to the individual training of the specialists. But 
sometimes it was difficult to use these accessories in conjunction with the 
trainers provided. 


Staff communists came up with an idea: What about uniting the efforts of the 
innovators? Let them create a single complex, one which would allow all 
specialists to work out complex training problems. On recommendation of the 
leputy commander for political affairs, this question was discussed at a 
party meeting, and then it was raised before the Komsomol organization. The 
collective effort to find a solution made it possible to include the keen 
minds of many efficiency experts--specialists of different profiles. Commu- 
nist officers A. Yerzunov, A. Yakushkov and G. Rodionov, Warrant Officer 

Vv. Chulkov and others worked especially productively. The labor of the inno- 
vators was graced with success. Training resources which, in conjunction 
witn the issue trainers, could simulate processes occurring in combat equip- 
ment with high prec sion were created. Conditionality in work on combat 
training problems during preparation for combat duty was practically reduced 
to naught. The quality of lessons and training sessions increased significantly. 


The activicies of the unit's party organization associated with providing 
assistance to young officers in their development and in their mastery of 
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combat equipment was also distinguished by the same efficiency. On recom- 
mendation of the party bureau, the most experienced communists--masters of 
combat qualification--assumed sponsorship over one or two novices twice a 


year (in spring and fall). The development of Lieutenant V. Biryukov was 
instructive in this aspect. 


Having graduated from school successfully, the young officer was full of 
optimism. But at the start he encountered difficulties in assimilating his 
responsibilities and acquiring the practical habits necessary for certifi- 
cation for combat duty. It was precisely at suchatime that the officer 
had to be encouraged, and compelled to trust his own strengths. Captain 

V. Sushchenya, a CPSU member and a master military affairs, talked at length 
with the lieutenant and helped him draw up a concrete plan of independent 
training. The officers spent hours on end in the classroom. Sushchenya 
patiently transmitted his rich experience to Biryukov and helped him to 
penetrate more deeply into all of the intricacies of preparing and testing 
the apparatus, and to hone and reinforce the habits of its maintenance in 
the most diverse situations of simulated combat. So passed week after 

week. In the end, the young officer successfully passed his test for a 
third class rating, and he was certified for combat duty on schedule. He is 
now persistently preparing himself to raise his qualifications. 


Communist V. Sushchenya's students include five masters of military affairs 
and three outstanding crews, one of which consists entirely of masters. And 
this natural result of productive individual work with people is not a 

rare exception. All experienced communist officers help young comrades 
achieve proficiency just as willingly , patientiy and effectively. 


The party organization is an active assistant to the commander in mobilizing 
the personnel for alert combat duty. A well organized system of party- 
political work insuring comprehensive preparation of missilemem for the per- 
formance of their nationally important mission has evolved and undergone 
practical testing. The main goal is to instill, in every soldier, a keen 
sense of responsibility fur precise fulfillment of functional duties as a 
member of an on-duty shift . The party bureau, which is headed by Senior 
Lieutenant S. Bukan, displays special concern for the party group organizers 
of the on-duty shifts. They are all real leaders of communists, and they 
competently mobilize the personnel for all-out improvement of alertness and 
combat readiness. 


As an example party group organizer Senior Lieutenant S. Konovalov organizes 
his work purposefully. S. Konovalov begins his preparations as party or- 
ganizer of the on-duty shift by meeting with the commander and political 
worker, so as to get a clear idea of the missions posed to the shift that is 
to assume combat duty. After this the party bureau secretary helps him to 
draw up the plan of party-political work. Implementing it, the party group 
organizer studies the mood and the demands of the soldiers, helps communists 
and Komsomol members determine their individual pledges and, together with 
the party bureau secretary, gives concrete jobs to each CPSU member. 


During combat duty the party group organizer directs his main efforts at 
maintaining the soldiers' high alertness, firm discipline, efficiency, and a 
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readiness to fulfill orders promptly and precisely. Each day he talks with 
the soldiers, explaining to them the requirements of the party and the USSR 
minister of defense, he informs the missilemen about the latest important 
events occurring in our country and abroad, and he delves into the progress 
communists and Komsomol members are making in satisfying their pledges. 


By the efforts of the commander, the political worker and the communists, 

an atmosphere is created in the shift allowing the people not only to fulfill 
their responsibilitieSin exemplary fashion and deepen their knowledge, but 
also to rest well following intense combat work. The possibilities of tele- 
vision are broadly employed for this purpose. Off-duty soldiers watch tele- 
vision programs such as "Time," "The World Today," “International Panorama ," 
"I Serve the Soviet Union!," and others. 


Party influence is applied to soldiers in the other shifts just as objectively 
and continuously. And this is doubtlessly one of the major reasons why the 
crews always earn excellent scores in their combat duty. But the missilemen 
do not become self-satisfied with their achievements. They are multiplying 
their successes in training and service, and they are putting all of their 


effort into preparing an honorable welcome to the 60th anniversary of the 
USSR's formation. 


Competition has become an inseparable part of training and indoctrination and 
a real school of development of the personnel's interest in technical know- 
ledge and their specialties, a school of indoctrination. The collective's 
communists act as the ramrods. Every lesson, exercise and training session 

is permeated with a spirit of rivalry in the unit. Healthy rivalry encour- 
ages the people to improve their skills and raise their class qualifications, 
and to fight for outstanding fulfillment of combat training missions and 
standards. In the subunit commanded by Officer V. Churakov, and in the 
others as well, prior to assuming combat duty the communists are the first 

to adopt the pledge to fulfill all of their missions and combat standards 
with high quality, and to maintain the equipment in exemplary fashion. By 
their example they encourage all soldiers to join the fight for outstanding 
combat duty. 


The unit's party organization came up with a new way to conduct the monthly 
competitions for best crew. The commander considered the proposals of the 
communists. Now the subunits form a new crew for each competition. Naturally 
this deprives the commanders of the possibility for counting on just the 

best soldiers, for creating special conditions for them. It forces them to 
show greater concern for uniformly high and stable proficiency of all crews. 
And when the winners are determined, consideration is given not only to the 
scores earned in combat training missions and standards but also to the 
discipline of the soldiers, to their compliance with the moral and ethical 
norms of behavior and to their participation in public functions. 


Because the commander, the staff and the party political apparatus have a 
good knowledge of the state of affairs in the subunits, they can quickly 
uncover cases of an unobjective approach to evaluating the training of the 
combat crews. Lieutenant S, Pribytkov was discovered to be suffering a prob- 
lem of just this sort. Once after he reported completion of the combat 
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‘raining mission, the commander, the political worker and the party bureau 
secretary talked things over and decided to check the objectivity of the 
scores. Their apprehensions were confirmed: the scores were inflated. They 
had to counsel,in no uncertain terms, this officer and others who tended to 
make hasty conclusions concerning the completeness and quality of personnel 
training. 


Correct and objective evaluation of progress in the competition is insured 
by systematic controi and by the assistance provided tosubunit commanders 

by communist executives. Following a special schedule, staff officers peri- 
odically work with particular subunits, they attend their lessons and training 
Sessions, they study their positive experience, they reveal shortcomings, 
they participate in sumarizing the results, and they teach the officers, 
warrant officers and NCOs how to practically organize the competition. The 
political worker and the party bureau members arm the secretaries of the 
party and Komsomol organizations and other activists with the experience, 
forms and methods of political influence upon people, and they make an effort 
to raise their responsibility for fulfilling their duties. 


The results of competitions conducted during combat duty and the achievements 
of the best collectives are reviewed at party and Komsomol meetings, at 
meetings of the servicemen and at seminars conducted differently for differ- 
ent categories of servicemen--separately for commanders and political workers 
and for the secretaries of party and Komsomol organizations. The best ex- 
perience is publicized through the broad use of visual agitation resources, 
wall newspapers, bulletins and battle leaflets. 


It would be difficult to overstate the significance of popularizing the 
experience of the competition leaders, since this is one of the forms of 
moral stimulation. Besides the commonly known forms of stimulation, the 
unit uses the practice of awarding the "best specialist" title to soldiers 
who distinguish themselves in combat duty. This title is awarded by order 
of the commander, and nominees are selected on the basis of the results of 
combat duty following thorough discussion by the subunit commander, his 
deputy for political affairs and the secretaries of the party and Komsomol 
organization. The first time an order was published awarding the “best 
specialist" title to Senior Sergeant S. Demenyuk, Private lst Class S. Vlasov 
and other soldiers made the personnel want to join the leaders. 


Keeping in mind that success in the fight for high quality combat duty de- 
pends to a significant extent on systematic introduction of the best methods 
and procedures of training and indoctrination, the unit gathers all grains 
of valuable experience, which are then discussed by the methodological 
council and at officer meetings and seminars. All of the best is broadly 
disseminated. The creators of the best experience participate in its propa- 
ganda. Here is one of many examples. 


wuaunist officers A. Beloglazov, V. Samarskiy and Yu. Spodaruk, masters of 
military affairs and winners of the best specialist competition, were given 
a possibility to describe to their fellow servicemen how they go about im- 
proving their technical knowledge. Their audience was already aware of the 
good results to which their work had led, and therefore the speakers concentrated 
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ir attention on the ways to surmount difficulties, making no attempt to 
sover up any failures and mistakes they had encountered. The frank dis- 
cussion was highly beneficial. Exchanging their opinions on what their 
comrades had said, the officers noted that as a result of self-critical 
analysis of their training progess, it became clear to them how to attain 
their goals better and quicker. All efforts to publicize the successes of 
combat duty, of organizing the training of the servicemen and of assimila- 
tion of the equipment are placed under such analytical scrutiny. 


Fulfilling the recommendations of the All-Army Conference of Primary Party 
Organization Secretaries, active party members have started studying the 
State of affairs in the most important areas of combat training support 
more deeply, uncovering shortcomings more boldly, evaluating them more 
properly and meeting out stricter punishment to individuals guilty of ir- 
responsibility and carelessness. 


Once, comparing the results of the week's work on the standards by two 
competing subunits, the chief of staff turned his attention to the decline 
in the scores for officers A. Sukharev and V. Balakonenko. He told the 
party bureau secretary about this. They went to the subunit together, and 
they analyzed the performance of these officers in the training sessions. 
They found that both communists had lost some of their persistence in ful- 
filling their responsibilities, and that the commander and party organiza- 
tion of the subunit had weakened their control over them, believing that 
the experience and independence of these officers would pull them through. 
This case became an object of serious discussion, first at a party meeting 
in the subunit and then at a meeting of the unit's party bureau. A. Sukharev 
and V. Balakonenko changed their attitude toward the lessons and training 
sessions. As a result the competition between the crews improved as well. 


Understanding the important significance of ideological, political and 
military indoctrination to insuring high quality combat duty, the unit's 
commanders, political workers and party organization use all of the forms 
and methods of ideological work every day in order to shape the soldiers' 
selfless devotion to the cause of the Communist Party and their socialist 
motherland, and a pride and responsibility for service in the Strategic 
Rocket Forces. And most importantly, every measure, be it a Lenin reading, 
a political briefing, an evening discussion, or a meeting of the servicemen, 
is prepared for and conducted in such a way as to touch the people deeply. 
It is constantly impressed upon the minds and hearts of the soldiers that 
the party and people were counting on their alertness and proficiency. The 
solemn ritual of assuming combat duty also promotes amplification of the 
emotional side of indoctrination. Each time, the unit's combat crews 

form up on the drill pad. The commanders and political workers transmit 
their instructions to them warmly, with fatherly trust. The words of their 
orders stir the soul: 


"Assume combat duty in the defense of our motherland!" 
From this moment on, everything is subordinated to a single aim--performing 


the combat mission faultlessly. Pride and deeply felt responsibility for 
the great honor that has befallen upon them--insuring the safety of our 
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tatherland with powerful weapons--encourage the missilemen to serve alertly 
and faultlessly. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982, 
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LOGISTICAL SERVICES AND SPECIAL TROOPS 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT DURING MANEUVERS DESCRIBED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 37-38 


[article by Eng Col N, Shevchenko, under the rubric "Specialist's Tips": 
Technical Support of a Turning Detachment"] 


[Text] 

A great role in modern battle is played by ma- 
noeuvre, turning movement being one of its forms. 
It is performed in different kinds of offensive bat- 
tle for the purpose of dealing the enemy a blow 
from the rear, blocking, seizing and holding vital 
objectives in the depth of his positions. 

A turning movement is carried out by organic 
subunits or detachments specially formed for the 
purpose, which can operete either on foot or on 
fighting vehicles, depending on the conditions. 
The composition of a turning detachment depends 
on the missions assigned and conditions in which 
they will have to be fulfilled. It may include moto- 
rised infantry, tank, artillery and engineer sub- 
units, flame thrower crews, air defence subunits, 
and repair and evacuation facilities. 

The greater combat potentialities of turning de- 
tachments place more stringent requirements on 
them. A turning detachment today must be fully 
self-sufficient during the entire period of carrying 
out the missions set, their successful execution de- 
pending on all-round combat, technical and logis- 
tic support of the component forces. This article 
deals with technical support of a turning detach- 
ment, organised on the basis of the commander's 
decision and the instructions of senior comman- 
ders and chiefs. 

Owing to the specific composition and actions 
of a turning detachment, its technical support is 
normally organised ty the technical service de- 
puty of the senior commander on whose instruc- 
tions the detachment in question has been form- 
ed. Actual direction of technical support is gene- 
rally exercised by the deputy commander for tech- 
nical service of the subunit forming the core of the 
turning detachment. When working out the deci- 
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sion for technical support he considers the con- 
position and disposition of the enemy forces, the 
nature of his actions, the content of the missions 
assigned and the method of carrying them out, 
the combat formation and the composition of the 
turning detachment, the tasks of the tactical air- 
borne party and the forces operating from the 
front and the method of cooperation with them. 
It is also important to take into account the types 
and models of armament and equipment of the 
detachment, their number, technical condition, 
combat and performance characteristics. Techni- 
cal support is also influenced by geographic and 
weather conditions, the season of the year and 
the time of the day. Proceeding from the terrain 
and enemy tactics the deputy commander for te- 
chnical service determines the areas suitable for 
organising a damaged vehicles collecting point, 
and assesses their suitability for protection and 
defence of technical support subunits. 

The turning detachment's materiel is subjected 
to thorough inspection, only unquestionably ser- 
viceable armament and equipment being accept- 
éd for use. Whatever is not sufficiently reliable or 
cannot be repaired by the beginning of combat 
operations is either handed over to the senior 
commander for completion of repair or tempora- 
rily transferred to subunits not taking part in the 
manoeuvre. 

Special attention is paid to vehicles’ off-the- 
road mobility. For this purpose they are provided 
with facilities to increase their cross-country abi- 
lity, self-recovery means, and towing ropes. If ac- 
tions on loose soil, snow or in the mountains are 
anticipated, turning detachments may also include 
tracked and wheeled tractors and trucks with win- 





ches. Certain types of mortars, ATGM launchers 
and heavy smal! arms are adapted for carrying by 
the personnel. . 

Lighting facilities, blackout devices in particu- 
lar, are thoroughly inspected and serviced. 


If the detachment has to operate in areas with 
few reference points, the navigation equipment is 
prepared with particular care. 


The turning detachment generally includes eva- 
cuation and repair facilities capable of good per- 
formance on the terrain where the battie will be 
fought. Sometimes repair. sections are based not 
on their own vehicles, but on tractors, which are 
then supplied with requisite spare parts and re- 
pair-tools, accessories and materials. 


in the preparatory period subunits are provid- 
ec with spare parts to remove likely faults. For 
action in mountains, for instance, these include in 
the first place running gear components. In dry 
areas each vehicle carries an additional! supply of 
water. 


if the turning detachment has to cooperate with 
@ tactical airborne force, the commander and his 
deputy for technical service see to it that it inclu- 
des manpower and equipment for logistic and 
technical support of the landing force. 


Successful execution of assigned missions lar- 
gely depends on the quality of training of the 
turning detachment personnel. The forms of les- 
sons and their content are determined by the 
headquarters organising the detachment's actions, 
with due consideration for the men's techni- 
cal and special training level, the drivers’ qualifi- 
cations and the time available. The personne! ge- 
nerally study the conditions in which the battle 
will be fought, the rules and ways of discharging 
duties, rules and methods of driving in specific 
conditions of the terrain, and methoc: of rehabi- 
litating damaged weapons and equipment. The 
situation and time permitting, it is advisable to 
have practical driving lessons, including driving 
with towed trailers, armament and ‘damaged’ 
vehicles. Training exercises are selected on the 
basis of the drivers’ proficiency and the nature of 
the terrain in the area of the forthcoming combet 
operations. If time is short the training is confined 
to assigning missions to the personnel and to 
briefings 


it is most important that technical support sub- 
units operating in the enemy rear are provided 
with radio facilities to maintain communication 
with the turning detachment commander and 
through him with the senior commander's techni- 
cal support means. 

When advancing (in march or prebattle com- 
bat formation) to the line from which the turning 
detachment will have to penetrate into the depth 


of the enemy defences, the subunits’ columns are 
followed by the technical trail. In this case the 
trail’s specialists only fix places and reasons ior 
vehicle halts, issue spare parts and brief the dri- 
vers on the procedure for eliminating the fauits 
detected. Vehicles disabled during this period 
are generally repaired by the senior commander's 
personnel and equipment, or, on the senior com- 
mander's instructions, by subunits operating in the 
vicinity of the turning detachment's route. Reha- 
bilitated vehicles return to their subunits after the 
turning detachment has fulfilled the assigned mis- 
sion. 


During a manoeuvre performed beyond the en- 
gagement line, evacuation and repair of vehicles 
is organised so that the repair facilities reach the 
subunits before the fighting begins. Armament 
and equipment which cannot be repaired before 
this deadline are evacuated in the direction of 
the forces’ movement or left in locations suitable 
for protection and defence. Subsequently they are 
joined by the necessary repair equipment and 
personnel. Disabled vehicles may also be left in 
the operation areas of tactical airborne forces. 


During fighting in the depth of the enemy de- 
fences vehicles are observed from technical obser- 
vation poiris. If the entire battle formation cannot 
be seen from them, patrols are detailed additio- 
nally to individual sectors. 


Disabled equipment is usually repaired where 
hit or in the nearest shelters. Under favourable 
evacuation conditions disabled vehicles collection 
points may be organised in sectors offering ade- 
quate camouflage and protection. 


When organising protection and defence of the 
technical support subunits’ personne! and mate- 
riel, account must be taken of the fact that the 
turning detachment generally operates with the 
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flanks exposed. To prevent unexpected enemy at- 
tacks at halts, protection is supplied by own for- 
ces, and in certain cases, by specially detailed 
combat subunits. 


After the turning detachment has fulfilled the 
assigned mission and linked up with the forces 
advancing from the front, the quantity and condi- 
tion of weapons and equipment available is ascer- 
tained, and steps to ensure technica! reconnais- 
sance, evacuation and repair of disabled vehicles 
are outlined. During this period technical sup- 
port is aimed at prompt restoration of the fight- 
ing efficiency of the turning detachment’s sub- 
units and preparation of armament and equip- 
ment for subsequent operations. 


COPYRIGHT: "Soviet Military Review", No 9, 1982 
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MILITARY SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES 


MOUNTAIN TRAINING FOR CADETS NOTED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 p 64 


lArticle by Maj B, Anushkevich: 
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station called “Crossing —e springy 
rope bridge 

Alier co actsina at the schools 
training base, servicemen have obi:- 


getory tra mang in the mourains, 


time on an unknown ‘sector of 
The ere taugnt 
and 


eech 
tne terrain trainees 
by expenenced = instructors 
mountaineers from the Army Sports 
Club of the Central Assan Military 
District 

The assembly did not 
The cadets sdjusted their 
veers outlt getting ready for 4 


ascent of 


take iong 


mounta:- 


subsequent 
The pietoon moved 


march and 
mountain peeks 
along the bottom of a canyon, cros- 
sed @ ary bed started 


river and 
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"Training in Mountains"] 


mounting @ steep upgrede The mo- 
became difficult’ the pulse 
beet quickened, the rarelred ar of 
high altitudes meade itself felt. The 
men siowed down, for one hes to 
be very ceutious when moving on 
rocky ground 

t took the platoon a long time 


vement 


to get to @ seemingly close crest 
The lest hundreds of metres 


perticularly difficult, Finally the first 


were 


peek on the route wes conquered 
mountainous land- 
the men's 


A penoreme of 
scape opened belore 
eyes 

Alter s short halt the subunit hed 
to negotiate a rocky sector 

“Meke roped parties by sections! 
came the instructor's command 

The men follow in each other's 
footsteps Ther 
coniident. Upon ascending the peak 
they fire a flere to inform those re- 
thet yet 


achons are very 


maining et base another 
peek hes been conquered 

After training in the mountains the 
cadets were able to get thew bear- 
ngs more they hed 
eerned to use the eccidents of the 
terrain for concealed movement end 


in negotiating 


coniidently 


became more skilful 


natural obstactes 














PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


COMMENTS ON U.S. ‘CARIBBEAN STRATSGY' 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 82 (signed to press 
18 Aug 82) pp 69-73 


[Article by Capt 3d Rank A. Shcheglov, "The ‘Caribbean Strategy' of U.8. Imper- 
ialism"] 


[Text] The reactionary circles of imperialist states, and mainly the USA, 

are stubbornly continuing their course toward aggravation of the internation- 
al situation. “They would wish to cast aside the legal and ethical rules — 

of relations between states that had evolved in the course of centuries, and 
to cancel their independence and sovereignty," noted Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 

in his speech to the 17th Congress of USSR Trade Unions. "They are attempting 
to redraw the political map of the world, declaring vast regions of the planet 
on all continents to be zones of their ‘vital interests’." 


The Caribbean basin and Central America, which hold a prominent place in the 
global political and military strategic plans of Washington, were declared to 
be such a zone by American imperialism. The ruling circles of the USA view 
the countries of the Caribbean basin as a profitable sphere of application 

of capital, as markets for their goods and as a source of raw materials. The 
American newspaper CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, evaluating the significance of 
this region, wrote: "...important marine routes used by tankers and other 
vessels crossing the Panama Canal lie through the Caribbean Sea, and giant 
petroleum refineries supplying petroleum products to the east coast of the 
USA are concentrated in this region." 


A significant proportion cf the world reserves of bauxites are concentrated 
in this region (Jamaica, Guyana, Surinam).: Trinidad has oil. Petroleum 
refineries of America's Exxon and the English-Dutch Shell concern are opera- 
ting on islands belonging to the Netherlands. Some Venezuelan oil is sent 
to these refineries for processing. 


Relatively recently, countries of the Caribbean basin and Central America ; 
were thought to be the protectorates of imperialism. But now this region 

has become an arena of a growing anti-imperialist struggle. Contrary to 

the machinations of monopolistic capital and the U.S.military machine, the 

laborers of Cuba are successfully building a socialist society on their 

territory. The revolution in Nicaragua was victorious. The peoples of 
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Grenada, Saint Lucia and Dominica have managed to overthrow antipopular 
regimes. The demonstrations of patriotic forces against American puppets 
in El Salvador and Guatemal= have grown in intensity. 


The peoples of the region are unified by a common desire to eliminate the 
consequences of colonial oppression and break the fetters of neocolonialism. 
Steps have been taken in a number of states of this region to restrict the 
actions of foreign monopolies; progressive transformations are being made 
in these countries in different spheres of economic and social life. 


Growth of the authority and influence of the Western Hemisphere's first 
socialist state--the Republic of Cuba--and the broad scope >of the anti- 
imperialist movement of Latin American peoples are preducing an angry reac- 
tion among the monopolistic circles of the USA. American imperialism is 
doing everything it can to alter the course of events. It is placing eco- 
nomic, political, propaganda and military resources into action. Thus the 
U.S. GQongress approved the Reagan administration's request for $350 million 
in 1983 to render military and economic assistance to some countries of 
Central America and the Caribbean basin. Following the so-called "plan of 
development" advertised by Washington as a “mini-Marshail Plan," the Reagan 
administration is promising duty free export of the products of these 
states to the USA, and tax advantages for American capital investments into 
this zone and additional financial and technical aid. 


However, on closer inspection of Washington's "good deeds," it becomes ob- 
vious that they are directed primarily at stimulating capitalist enterprise 
and the private sector in Central America, which depends almost completely 
on the monopolies of the United States. My additional contributions of 
North American capital can only reinforce the existing neocolonial structure 
of the local economy. In other words the USA is undertaking a new maneuver 
which would permit it to plunder the Caribbean countries on an even greater 
scale than before. Moreover American "aid" will be provided in accordance 
with the "“mini-Marshall Plan" on a bilateral basis, and naturally the coun- 
tries that will decide not to follow along in the mainstream of Washington's 
policy wiil get nothing. 





In April of this year the president of the USA met with the leaders of some 
small island states--Antigua, Dominica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent 
and Grenadine. The boss of the White House made it clear to the leaders 

of these countries that every dollar they get would be paid for by political 
obedience. A correspondent of THE WASHINGTON POST wrote the following in 
this regard: "President Reagan attempted a combination of a whip and cake 

in his policy in relation to five small countries located in the eastern part 
of the Caribbean basin, supplementing the promise of American economic aid 
with a warning of the danger of imitating the economic and political system 
existing in Cuba and the USSR." 


The countries of the Caribbean region cannot but see the real aims of American 
monovolies. For every dollar invested into the economy of the countries of 
this part of the Western Hemisphere, they are already receiving $2.24 profit. 
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The “new" initiative ofthe U.S.administration is a part of an extensive 
program of strengthening the positions of American monopolies in Central 
America and in countries of the Caribbean basin. The main objective o* this 
program is to isolate Cuba, to complicate the situation in Nicaragua and 
achieve the overthrow of the Sandinista government, to destabilize the situa- 
tion in Grenada and to suffocate the movement of liberation in El Salvador, 
Guatemala and other countries of the region. 


The lion's share of the assets allocated by the United States is granted to 
the most reactionary regimes. About $105 million have been allocated to the 
El Salvador government, and the terrorist dictatorships of Honduras and 
Guatemala, which are strangling the freedoms of their peoples, will receive 
significart sums. 


The USA's policy in relation to El Salvador is highly typical. Here, Washing- 
ton is resting its hopes on armed suppression of patriotic forces that have 
risen against the antipopular regime. This is precisely why $60 million of 
the $105 million allocated to El Salvador as "economic aid" is to be granted 
in the form of credit specifically for the purchase of American helicopters 
and other military equipment. 


About 2,000 military servicemen from El Salvador are undergoing accelerated 
training at the Pentagon's bases in Fort Bragg and Fort Benning (USA) and 


in the Panama Canal Zone. Trained by American "Green Berets," the “Atlacatl " 
--a select punitive brigade of cut-throats--and the special "Ramon Belloso" 


battalion are distinguished by special brutality in disposing of Salvadorean 
patriots. 


American military "advisors" and the notorious "Green Berets" are active in 
‘he army of theSalvadorean government, which is conducting punitive actions 
against partisans. Just in 1981 alone, the USA's outlays on their maintenance 
were more than $600,000. According to the foreign press part of the officer 
corps of the government troops in El Salvador are American military "advisors." 





Capitalizing on the extensive material aid and political support provided by 
the ruling circles of the USA, the rulers of El Salvador are stubbornly 
rejecting any sort of negotiations with representatives or: the Farabundo 
Marti “National Liberation Front." The government refuses to allow political 
settlement of the situation in El Salvador, the idea of which is supported by 
many Latin American states and even by some U.S.allies in NATO. 


The reactionary regime in Guatemala receives generous American "aid." True 
genocide reigns in this country. Just last year alone more than 13,500 
persons were kilied in Guatemala. Besides monetary gratuities, Washington 
sends the Guatemalan regime various weapons for reprisals against the patriots. 


The United States of America is providing military-economic aid to Honduras 
as well--the third country in the so-called “iron triangle" being used by 
American imperialists to suppress the liberation movement in the region. The 
Honduran regime has sent about 2,000 soldiers into El Salvador for direct 
Participation in combat activities against the popular forces of this country. 
In 1981 military aid to Honduras was doubled. According to a report in 


ie 




















NEWSWEEK the Reagen administration allocated $1l million to this government 
for modernization and expansion of the landing strips of four airfields lo- 
cated near the Nicaraguan boraer. Work is already going on at the airport 
of the city of Puerto Lempira, which has begun receiving American arms. In 
1983 American military aid to Honduras should attain $15.3 million. The 
Honduran army is also overrun by American military “advisors." 


Rendering aid to antipopular dictatorships in Central America, Washington 

has recently made attempts to unite them into a new military-political group- 
ing in place of the Central American Defense Council, which fell apart fol- 
lowing the fali of the Somosa regime in Nicaragua. In July of this year the 
birth of a new military-political organization called the “Central American 
Democratic Community" was officially proclaimed. It first included El 
Salvador, Honduras and Costa Rica, with Guatemala joining later on. 


Washington's new offspring was created as an aggressive pact with the aim of 
reprisals against revolutionary and national liberation movements in Central 
America. This is why the program documents of the new organization lay 
Special emphasis on the American thesis of an alleged "Marxist conspiracy" 
against the countries of the region and of "threatened aggression on the 
part of international communism," and why the ideais suggested that there is 

a necessity for "cooperation for the sake of security." Such "cooperation" 
has always implied activation of the mechanism of collective “house-cleaning" 
in Latin America--that is, American intervention beneath the false pan-American 
flag. Such was the case in 1954 in Guatemala, and in 1965 in the Dominican 
Republic. The new "community" was obviously created for anti-Nicaraguan 
purposes, and its arisal itself is interpreted by progressive Latin American 
Circles as preparation for possible intervention by the USA in Central 
America. 





Concurrently U.S. imperialismis activating its own militaristic preparations 
in this area, directed against Nicaragua. Taking cover behind a falsely 
asserted need for neutralizing a “threat to stability" in Central America 

the supposedly emanates from Nicaragua, Washington is preparing for new 
criminal actions against this state. The USA's Special Services are forcing 
creation of opposition within the country: They are doing everything they 
can to support and encourage counterrevolutionary forces and various criminal 
elements, they are making attempts to introduce people hostile to the govern: 
ment into state and party administrative institutions with the purpose of 
undermining popular rule from within, and they are discrediting the leaders 
of the Nicaraguan revolution. It was reported in the Western press thatU.S. 
President Reagan sanctioned CIA operations intended to undermine the positions 
of the Nicaraguan government. Nineteen million dollars were allocated just 
for diversionary actions alone. 


The U.S.State Department's Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs 
Thomas Enders admitted that the CIA is secretly training and supplying money 
and weapons to former servicemen of General Somosa's National Guard. These 
men are making armed raids on Nicaragua from bases in Honduras. The goal of 
such actions is to provoke retaliatory measures by the Nicaraguan army and 
capitalize on them as an excuse for foreign military intervention. 
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Information has also leaked into the Western press indicating that American 
secret services, conspiring with Nicaraguan counterrevolutionary bands based 
in Miami and Honduras and with certain Latin American military regimes, are 
intending to create a mercenary army which is to be based in Honduras and 
which is to engage in armed attacks, diversions and acts of terrorism in 
Nicaragua. According to statements by Nicaraguan officials several thousand 
former Somosa military servicemen have been concentrated in Mocorone and 
Puerto Lempira on the Atlantic coast of Honduras. 


An analysis of the tense situation that has evolved in Central America and 

the Caribbean basin at the fault of American imperialism would show that 
under the cover of various seemly "initiatives" and broadly advertised plans 
for so-called "economic aid" to Caribbean countries, each year the ruling 
Circles of the USA are increasing their military preparations in the region, 
aimed primarily against the Republic of Cuba. Washington's anti-Cuban actions, 
which began back during Carter's administration, became significantly more 
intense with the assumption of power by the Reagan administration in the USA. 
In 1979 a noisy campaign suggesting that a “Soviet military brigade" was 
present in Cuba was raised in the United States. The Pentagon needed to 
Spread this lie in order to distract the attention of the world public from 
its militaristic actions in the Caribbean basin. One such action was creation 
Of a "special purpose" forces headquarters at Key West, 90 nautical miles 

from Cuba. Its functions include leadership of air and naval forces which 
“must be prepared to attack the enemy" in any region of the Caribbean Sea. 

At the end of 1981 this headquarters was reorganized by the Reagan administra- 
tion into anew U.S.Armed Forces regional command. 


In the words of U.S. Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Thomas Hayward, the 
military leaders of th2 United States are studying a large number of "possible 
variants" .of using the navy and the marines to "protect the American inter- 
ests in the region." The pentagon has asked for $21 million from the budget 
for fiscal year 1983 in order to “improve airfields in the western part of 

the Caribbean basin." Simultaneously Washington is making an effort to ob- 
tain the right to use military air bases on the islands of San Andres and 
Amapala belonging to Colombia and Honduras. 


Reports have appeared that American imperialism is also trying to secure a 
position on eastern Caribbean islands having important strategic significance. 
it is stated in the London journal SOUTH that the United States is conspiring 
with England to encourage creation of a regional coast guard and,on its basis, 
so-called "sdf-defense forces" for the Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States. Provocative military maneuvers are following one after another in 

the waters of the Caribbean Sea. Naval maneuvers code-named “"Ridex-2-82" were 
held here in the beginning of April of this year. About 40 American and 
British. ships participated in-them, to include 2 American attack carriers-- 
the “Independence" and "Forrestal"--and 200 naval airpJanes. Theirscale was 
twice that of similar maneuvers held last year. It was announced that the 
goal of the "exercise" was to test new antiaircraft and antisubmarine weapons 
and electronic monitoring and interception systems. 


In May, imperialist strategists conducted another demonstration of “military 
muscle"--NATO maneuvers code-named "Ocean Venture-82," with more than 45,000 
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servicemen taking part, to include contingents from the American “rapid deploy- 
ment force," 350 warplanes and 60 naval ships. During these maneuvers marine 
subunits were landed on the territory of the base at Guantanamo, which is 
being held illegally by the USA, and evacuation of the civilian public was 
“practiced” in the event of a “Cuban attack." 


It should be noted that in their effort to increase tension in the Caribbean 
basin, bourgeois mass media of the USA are maliciously slandering the foreign 
policy of Cuba, which is supposedly threatening the peace and stability of 
Central America, Africa and other regions. In an atmosphere of anti-Cuban 
hysteria, Washington is undertaking more and more hostile acts against Cuba. 
According to a report in the Mexican newspaper EXCELSIOR, in November of last 
year the Pentagon furnished the U.S. president with 16 military-political 

plans for subversive operations against Cuba, drafted by a so-called "“inter- 
departmental group" consisting of intelligence and counterintelligence spe- 
Cialists and experts in military, political and legal issues. The plans 
foresee activation of espionage, enlargement of aid to Cuban counterrevolu- 
tionary rabble, sti ‘fening of the economic blockade, intensification of 
“psychological warfare" and so on. 


Feverish preparations are also being made for purely military actions. These 
include a naval blockade, provocations against the Cuban armed forces in the 
territorial waters of Cuba and mining of Cuban ports. The opinion was stated 
in the American press that bombing of military objectives and even invasion 
of the islands are possible. 


The adventuristic plans of the militant circles of American imperialism are 
already starting to be implemented. The U.S. Armed Forces are conducting 
military maneuvers almost continuously around the Island of Freedom, and 
flights over Cuban territory by American spy aircraft have been resumed. The 


Pentagon located 450 fighter-bombers in direct proximity to Cuba. 


This year the Reagan administration decided to dramatically intensify the 
blockade of Cuba. The prohibitions on trade, economic and scientific-techni- 
cal cooperation were supplemented by actual prohibition of all.visits to 

Cuba by American citizens. Prison sentences of up to 10 years and a fine 

of $10,000 have been foreseen for violating this order, which went into effect 
on 15 May 1982. 


Thus one of the last channels of communication between the two neighboring 
countries has been closed. Ties between public organizations have been 
broken, and tourist visits have been halted. Such provocative steps by the 
rulers in Washington could be compared only with the police measures taken 
against Cuba by the United States on the eve of the Caribbean crisis of 1962. 


The "psychological warfare" initiated by Washington against the Republic of 
Cuba has never before attained such proportions. The licentious anti-Cuban 
propaganda being conducted by ideological saboteurs of different colors is 
aimed at discrediting the Cuban revolution, distorting the peaceful nature 
of the foreign policy of the first socialist state in the Western Hemisphere, 
diminishing its role in the nonalignment movement in every possible way and 
accusing Cuba of literally all mortal sins. 
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In order to intensify ideological and psychological influence directly 

upon Cuban citizens, the American government decided at the end of March to 
create its subversive radio station "Cuba Libra," allocating $17.7 million 
for this purpose. In July a bill was approved by the U.S. Congress's House 
Commission for Energy and Trade. The main goals of the new American center 
Of ideological sabotage are, as is obvious from the Western press, to shake 
the foundations of socialism on Cuban territory, sow hostility between the 
government and the people, evoke the population's displeasure and incite the 
public to internal disorder and the overthrow of the present government. 


The anti-Cuban actions of American .mperialism are assuming an increasingly 
more sophisticated and insidious nature, and they are doing enormous harm 

to the country's population and economy. For example Washington cannot refute 
evidence presented by the Cuban government indicating that the CIA is con- 
ducting criminal biological warfare avainst the Cuban people. In the last 
few years Cuba has suffered five devastating epidemics which struck large 
expanses Of agricultural crops, farm animals and even people. In May of last 
year a dengue epidemic began in the country. According to Cuban scientists 
the form in which the virus responsible for this disease appeared on Cuban 
territory is clear evidence of sabotage. In a short time 350,000 persons 
fell-ill, and 156 persons died, to include 99 children. African plague, the 
bacilli of which were spread from the base at Guantanamo according to the 
newspaper NEWSDAY, annihilated a total of about half a million pigs. 


The Cuban journal BOEMIYA carried a report that a map of Cuba bearing the 
code number 502988-1-77, drawn up at the CIA headquarters at Langley, con- 
tains detailed information necessary for selective use of chemical, bacterio- 
logical and meteorologicalweapons by the appropriate subversive centers of 
the United States. 


Bands of Cuban counterrevolutionary emigrants are undergoing training at 
special camps in Florida and California with the blessing of the U.S. govern- 
ment. “Our number one goal is Cuba," a certain Sergio Maies, the chief of 
one of these militarized camps in the city of San Berr*jiino (California), 
brazenly declared to reporters. An uncountable number >f crimes have been 
committed against Cuba by emigrant oranizations create: and trained in the 
USA--"Brigade 2506," "Alpha-66," "“Omega-7" and others. 


Capitalizing on the support of the American government, these terrorist 
groupings are operating on U.S. territory with practical impunity. It was 
reported in the press that all of the divergent emigrant counterrevolutionary 
groups have been formally united into the notorious “Cuban patriotic junta." 
According to the Washington newspaper SPOTLINE it includes more than 200 anti- 
Cuban organizations and groups. The goal of the new organization is to con- 
duct subversive military actions against Cuba aimed at the overthrow of 

Fidel Castro's government. 


The Cuban counterrevolution is continuing its vile terrorist activities. It 
is training and landing diversionary groups in Cuba to assassinate government 
officials, it is attacking Cuban fishing vessels, and it is conducting acts 
of terrorism against diplomats abroad. 
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The American naval base at Guantanamo has been transformed into a dangerous 
center of growing tension. In the last two decades since the victory of the 
Cuban revolution, U.S. marines deployed at the base have made more than 12,000 
provocative raids, and they have committed numerous violations of the air 
Space and territorial waters of the Republic of Cuba. 


The constant threats and provocations by the USA cannot be left unanswered by 
the Cuban people. In response to the hostile intrigues of reactionary forces, 
the country has created territorial peoples militia formations called upon to 
insure reliable defense of the republic together with regular revolutionary 
armed forces. On the initiative of the laborers, Cuban citizens have assumed 
the responsibility of paying fer the supplies provided to militia forces. 
Today there are 500,000 people in the territorial troops of the peoples 
militia. During their time off work, militiamen undergo combat training, and 
they practice actions to be taken to secure and defend factories, plants and 
various structures. "Cuba," it is emprasized in documents of the Second 
Congress of Cuban Communists, "will be repared to oppose any military block- 
ade or invasion by American imperialism! The strugg]« will not cease in this 
country as long a single patriot capable of fighting is still alive." 


The Cuban people are laboring stubbornly and persistently, implementing the 
great creative plans of the Second Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba. 

At the same time they are doing everything necessary to strengthen the defense 
capabilities of their motherland. The fraternal countries of the socialist 
community and all progressive and peace-loving forces of the planet, which 
have labeled as an outrage the aggressive anti-Cuban course of American 
imperialism and its accomplices, side with the heroic Island of Freedom. “The 
government of the USA," it was stated by participants of a conference of 
secretaries of the central committees of the communist and workers parties of 
socialist countries, “must clearly realize the dangerous consequences which 
this course harbors....Dangerous to the cause of peace, the threats addressed 
toward Cuba must be immediately halted. 


"Hands off Cuba!" 


The peoples of the countries of Central America and the Caribbean basin, as 
well as of all Latin America, are well aware of the predatory habits and 
greed of the monopolistic capital of the USA and other imperialist powers in 
this area of the globe. 


As far as the USA's real attitude toward the interests of the Latin Americans 
today is concerned, the position and behavior of the USA in the conflict be- 
tween England and Argentina over the Falkland (Malvinas) Islands carry a 
quite eloquent message. The events in the South Atlantic quite obviously 
demonstrated that the so-called "pan-American system" which Washington has 
advertised for many years as a "model of cooperation" turned out to be nothing 
moze that a propaganda trick and a fiction as soon as the affair collided 
with the colonial interests of the USA and its principal NATO ally --Great 
Britain. The Falkland crisis demonstrated to all the world that to the 
monopolistic circles of the USA, there is nothing higher than their own im- 
perial interests, and that they are prepared at any moment to betray their 
partners in the Organization of American States, of which most Caribbean 
countries are members. 
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However, no intrigues of the forces of imperialism and reaction can strangle 
the struggle of the people for their independence, social progress and 
peace. The laboring countries of Central America and the Caribbean basin 


want to be the real masters of their land, and no one can take this right 
away from them. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1982, 


11004 
CSO: 1801/334 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


BOOK REVIEW: 


'THE THREAT TO EJROPE' REVIEWED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 9, Sep 82 pp 59-60 


[Book review by V. Chernoletskiy: "Who Threatens Europe?"] 


[Text] 





What is the essence of the Soviet 
military doctrine’ Is there parity of 
military forces between the East and 
the West in Europe’ Does the Soviet 
Union seek military superiority? Why 
is the NATO ‘alternative decision” 
on the “Euro-strategic” weapon ex- 
tremely dangerous for security in 
Europe and in the world’ What is 
the way out of this dangerous situa- 
tion for Europe’ These and many 
other questions are answered in the 
book “The Threat to Europe’ pre- 
pared for publication by the Soviet 
Committee for European Security 
and Cooperation and the Srientific 
Research Council for Problems of 
Peace and Disarmament. 

Evrope is presently facing a cho:- 
ce: either a new round of the nuc- 
lear arms race which can develop 
into a disastrous war, or Europe's 
firm “No to such a development. 
Basing themselves on numerous facts 
and competent opinions both in the 
USSR and elsewhere, the authors 
show where the denger to Europe 
comes from. The book is composed 
in the form of « dialogue. The ans- 
wers analyse the most urgent pro- 
blems of European security. 





* A ~~ of euthors. “The Threat to 
Europe, rogress Publishers. Moscow, 
198! (in Russian, English and Freneh). 
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States and peoples must have a 
true idea of each other's policy on 
issues of war and peace, especially 
at critical points of their history. 
The mass media possess tremendous 
capabilities for influencing public 
opinion. The Western propagande 
agencies are trying to form a dis- 
torted image of the Seviet Union 
and to present it as a “militarist 
force.” They misrepresent the Soviet 
military doctrine in their efforts to 
prove the existence of a ‘Soviet 
military threat” and thus artificially 
instil fear amony the public. 


The Soviet Union regards the exis- 
ting general military-strategic be- 
lance between the USSR and the 
USA, between the Warsaw Treaty 
and NATO countries which has ta- 
ken shape in recent years as a ma- 
jor factor of pewce and internato- 
nal stability. Military-strategic pa- 
rity between the two sides exists 
both on a Furopean and on a world 
scale. This parity does not however 
imply absolute identity of their de- 
fence structures. Both sides, the 
authors note, may have certain ad- 
vantages in particular aspects of 
their defence organisations, but the 
general comparison shows that the 
Warsaw Treaty and NATO armed 
forces are maintained at such a level 
that the advantages of one side are 


























counterdeianced Dy the advantages 
of the other in different kinds of 
weapons. Some disproportions are 
mevitatie but they do. not upset 
the tota! balance of forces. 

The USSR and its alles believe 
thet some aspects of the exrsting 
parity carry especial weight if 
changed qualitatively or quantitat:- 
vely, or totally exciuded from the 
estimate list, they can induce a de- 
finite violation of the general equi- 
librium. 


The book points to such 4 major 
aspect as the US forward base sys- 
tem, a powerful addition to the 
American strategic potential loceted 
ciose to the Warsaw Treaty count- 
nes frontiers and unaffected by 
SALT. There is mo simiiar Soviet sys 
tem near the US borders) The USA 
has also an advantage in the num- 
ber of nuclear warheads delivered 
to therr targets in one launch 

It +s also noteworthy that the US 
and NATO nuclea: forces are so \o- 
cated that they form a dangerous 
envelopment or encirclement of the 
USSR and its alles This requires an 
allocation of Soviet forces including 
the nuclear ones which would coun- 
terbeiance threats from different di- 
rections. 

This 1s why the Soviet Union in- 
sists On including the American for- 
ward base system in the talks on 
arms limitation. 

Notwithstanding, the USSR admits 
the existence of an approximete 
parity of forces and the various 
problems which inevitably arise 
must be solved by negotiation The 
USSR seeks mutual reduction of 
arms stocks without upsetting the 
balance, on the principle of equa- 
lity and equal security. 


In calculating the balance cf for- 
ces in Europe the West ignores the 
radical difference beiween the geo- 
strategic situation of the US and 
NATO, on the one hand, and of the 
USSR and the Warsaw Treaty count- 
ries on the other. However, the book 
states, the geo-strategic situation of 
the USSR is such thet “it has to main- 
tan not only military parity with the 
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USA and NATO in toto, but also a 
certain degree of military equilor:- 
um in seperate directions, for each 
of them possesses definite specific 
features from the military point of 
view. The strength of the Soviet and 
Wear,aw Treaiy forces should cor- 
respond to the size of defended ter- 
nitory, the iength of borders and the 
nature of potential threat. The So- 
viet Umon +s situated unrquely im 
these respects.” 

Here are a few illustrations trom 
the book. The Warsaw Treaty anmes 
have to defend a terstory of 23.5 
min. sq. km, of which 22.5 min cons- 
tute the termitory of the Sovret 
Umon. This exceeds the terrntory of 
the USA, Ewope and China taken 
together. The NATO armes have to 
defend o tertory of only 2 min sq. 
km. e'even times fess) The USSR fa- 
ces NATO in the West, including 
three nuclear powers and at the same 
time in the East 1s confronted wilh 
two US Pacific nuclear fleets and 
the growing Chinese nuclear po'on- 
tai. The United States are dep'ry- 
ing naval nuclear forces in the north 
of the Indian Ocean, from which it 
can reach the south of the Soviet 
Union. This 1s combined with a chain 
o! US war-bases from the Mediter- 
ranean through the Middle East to 
Pakistan and South-East Asia. In this 
situation the Soviet Union has to re- 
ckon with the probability of plans of 
military blockade. 

it 1s claimed in the West that the 
military balance is shifting gradually 
in favour of the USSR The book 
shows that this contradicts the rea- 
lity. For nearly 20 years the USA 
possessed strategic nuclear superio- 
rity over the Soviet Union. But in the 
70s this superiority ended by the 
Soviet Union's defensive effort and 
since then an approximate = military 
strategic parity has set in in the 
world. 

The Soviet Union and some Wes- 
tern leaders admit this, and the 
book quotes them speaking to thet 
efllect. Yet the USA refuses to agree 
with this siete of affairs and it is 
trying to impose-on the world @ 














parity which would actually 
™ tary superiority for the US 
It stands to reason that the Soviet 
Unonr mdeed produces new wea- 
pons However the USSR never ta- 
kes the lead it only responds to 
tne initiatives of the USA. who inau- 
gureted 23 out of 25 new maior 
wespons systems which had been 
edopted in the world armed forces 
by the bea:nning of the 70s In 


imMply 


conmrrast to thet, whenever a new 
and move destructive weapon was 
the USSR wouid 
immediately propose to refrain from 
deveioping it on 4 mutual basis But 
tre United States would invariably 
reyect these proposals in a futile 
quest for military superiority. Wa- 
shinqton took the initiative on dep- 
icying “Euro-missiles” tos The So- 
viel medium-range missiles were 
Geveicned as a response to the US 
forward nuclear weapons in the 
50s which were deployed in Europe 
and targeted on the Soviet Union 
and its alles 

Tne book devotes a lot of space 
to the NATO “alternative decision” 
and its practical implementation. 
Prociaiming verbally the principle 
of equality and negotiations without 
preset conditions “the alternative 
decision” refutes the equality § in 
practical deeds and puts 


abou! to appear, 


uneccep- 
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table conditions to the Soviet 
Union 
The US Administration does not 


only reject the idea of settlement 
with the Soviet Union. Some of its 
spokesmen openly say that they do 
not want to reckon even with the 
NATO alles. 

The fina! part of the book discus- 
ses the Soviet Union's proposals for 
strengthening international security 
and restricting the arms race. So- 
viet foreign policy proceeds from 
the basic concept thet. first, a ther- 
monucieer collision can be prevent- 
ed and, secondly, persistent steps 
should be continued in order to pre- 
vent not only wer but any use of 
force in international relations. This 
was exactly the objective of the So- 
viet Peace Programme developed 
by the 25th and 26th congresses of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 


Un'on. The 26t's Congress advanced 
a number of new initiatives directed 
towards this objective. 

The Soviet Union bears no -res- 
ponsibility for the fact that its pro- 
posals based on equality and equa! 
security were rejected, that the talks 
were interrupted and the agree- 
ments signed were not pui into 
force. The brunt of responsibility 
hes with those who seek military 
superiority and therefore see no 
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need to restrain oy stop the arms 


race 


A new call for peace was made by 
L |. Brezhnev on March 1, 1982 at 
the 17th Congress of the Soviet 
Trade Unions. In o6n effort to facil:- 
tate a just egreement on @ major re- 
duction of nuclear orces in Europe. 
and by way of example, the Sovie! 
Union put forward new peacefu! 
proposals. Among them is the de- 
ciston of @ unilateral moratorium on 
further deployment of new medium- 
range nuclear missiles ir the Euro- 
pear pert of the USSR. This also 
applies to the SS-4 and SS-5 missi- 
les deployed earlier, which wil! not 
be repleced by more edvenced 
SS-20 missile systems. 

The Soviet Union is ready to re- 
duce es early as in 1982 a certain 
number of medium-range missiles +! 
no eggraevation of the internatione! 
situation occurs. 

it is hoped thet the nations of 
the world will appreciate the pea- 
ceful moves and the good wil! the 
Soviet Union displeys and wil! in- 


tensify their struggle for universal 
peace and disarmament. 
The book also txpresses hope 


that the Western side in the talks 
will respond fittingly to the Soviet 
initiatives in @ spirit of good wil! 
and constructiveness. 
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